
suddenly from heaven!



o, you find the Bible boring? You’ll be surprised by Acts. Unless you’re 
the kind who can sleep through wind and fire, earthquakes and prison 
breaks. So, you think the Church is weak? Go back to Acts. People 
drop dead for lying to preachers and sleeping through sermons. So, 

you think missions is only for preachers and panhandlers? Think Acts. Ordinary 
people discover an extraordinary power to change the world—one person, 
one household, one community, one people group at a time.

But the truth is, many of us are bored with the Bible. We yawn in church. The 
fake gospel of prosperity and self-esteem no longer charms us. We’ve eaten 
the carrot and forgotten the stick. We fidget with our gadgets. We watch the 
clock. We sleep like trees in winter. We need a Great Awakening.

If revival is a fresh outpouring of the Spirit, then the Book of Acts is an orderly 
account of the greatest revival in the history of salvation. Acts is God’s 
template for revival. The spiritual dynamics seen in Acts have recurred in 
every revival since Pentecost. Forms and structures differ, of course, from 
one revival to another. And there are always surprises. But the essence and 
energy are ever the same. Every true revival is a repeat of what happens 
in the Book of Acts (STUART PIGGIN). God works suddenly and surprisingly and 
with overwhelming power. In just a few months, he does what normally takes 
decades or generations to accomplish. Tens of thousands are rescued from 
the power of sin and set on the path of righteousness. That’s why we need 
revival. It’s not a luxury. It’s an urgent necessity.

Many today are sensing that Singapore is due for a fresh outpouring of the 
Spirit. But it won’t come cheap. Every historic revival has been preceded 
by a season of repentance and prayer by God’s people. It matters not how 
many or how few. All who humble themselves and pray and turn from their 
wicked ways will have revival (2 CHRONICLES 7:14). True, only God can produce a 
Great Awakening. But any believer who wants revival can have it now. How? 
Repent. Pray. Deny yourself. Follow Jesus all the way to Calvary. Hang there 
on your cross until you die with Christ. Then revival will start with you. And 
who knows where it will end?
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watch and pray1 
Are you a Theophilus, a lover of God? Do you love Jesus with all your heart? How 
do you know if you really love Jesus? Simple. Obey him. Jesus said: If you love 
me, obey my commandments (JOHN 14:15 NLT). Everything else follows from this faithful 
love. God is not vague. He’s never wishy washy. He has disclosed his heart. He 
has spoken his mind. Get real. Examine yourself in the light of his commandments:

n	You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments depend 
all the Law and the Prophets. (MATTHEW 22:37-40) 

  How is your relationship with Jesus? Revival means returning to Jesus, our first 
love. Have you abandoned the love you had for him at first? Is your heart hard and 
cold? If you cannot honestly say with Florrie Evans that you love Jesus with all 
your heart, then confess with St Teresa of Avila: Oh God, I don’t love you. I don’t 
even want to love you. But I want to want to love you. Draw near to God. Pray.

  Returning to our first love also means returning to our first works: Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first 
(REVELATION 2:5). Discipleship is the imitation of Christ. Recall your first works as a 
disciple. Your hunger for the Word. Your diligent study of the Word. Your eagerness 
to share the Word with others. Remember from where you have fallen. In sincere 
and pure devotion to Christ, return to loving, learning, and living his Word. 

n	A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another (JOHN 13:34-35). And this commandment we 
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. (1 JOHN 4:21)

   How is your relationship with Jesus’ Family? There is a direct correlation between 
our love for one another and our love for God. As one pastor puts it, loving the 
Church is the mark of true discipleship. So, it is wildly inconsistent to say that I 
love Jesus but I don’t love the Church. Christ loved the Church and gave himself 
up for her (EPHESIANS 5:25). Do you love his Church? Do you think well and speak 
well of its members? Do you always act in the best interest of the Body? When a 
fellow believer or a local church is publicly shamed for making a righteous stand 
on a public morality issue, do you speak up and join them in the line of fire? There 
is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends (JOHN 15:13). Get real. 
Soaking in God’s presence, mouthing mushy lyrics, can become an emotional 
exercise of sweet nothings if we do not obey Jesus’ new commandment to love 
one another as he has loved us. Examine yourself. Will you obey? Will you repent 
of fake love? Revival is a new beginning of obedience to Jesus. (CHARLES FINNEY)  

J U LY lover of God

ear Lover of God, 

Acts is meant for you. Both Luke and Acts are addressed to 
a man by the name of Theophilus. He was perhaps a new 

believer or a patron of Luke the author. Theophilus is a great name. It 
means Lover of God. 

Dear Reader, do you love God? If you do, you will love Acts too. It’s an 
amazing account of the on-going work of Jesus Christ in and through 
his apostles and disciples. What the historical Jesus began to do and 
teach in his earthly life, the Risen Christ continues to do and teach 
through his Church in every generation. (ACTS 1:1-2)  

The Jesus Movement recorded in the Gospels and Acts is the greatest 
revival in history. Only the latter rain revival before the end of the 
age will surpass it. The Book of Acts, therefore, is God’s template for 
revival. Whatever doesn’t bring us back to Jesus and the power of 
Pentecost is not a true revival. Revival builds on no other foundation. 
Beware of fakes, man-made substitutes.  

The great Welsh Revival began in a youth meeting in a church in New 
Quay in 1904. This was seven months before the young and famous 
Evan Roberts caught the fire. The young people were asked to share 
what Jesus meant to them. One said this. Another said that. Someone 
said: He is the hope of the world. Not satisfied with vague answers, 
the leader, Joseph Jenkins, repeated his question: What does Jesus 
Christ mean TO YOU? 

Among them was a teenage girl by the name of Florrie Evans. She 
had received the Lord just a few days before. She spoke slowly: I am 
not able to say very much today, but I love the Lord Jesus with all my 
heart—he died for me. Just one sentence! And then there was silence. 
Tears followed. And next, the awful and overwhelming presence of 
God (WOLFGANG REINHARDT). And not long after that, nation-wide revival! 

If we truly want revival, it is essential that we return to Jesus our 
First Love, and the foundation of the original Jesus Movement in the 
Gospels and Acts. 

What does Jesus Christ mean to you?  
Do you love Jesus with all your heart?

ACTS 1:1-3 
In the first book, O 
Theophilus, I have 

dealt with all that 
Jesus began to do 

and teach,  
2 until the day 
when he was 

taken up, after 
he had given 

commands 
through the 

Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he 
had chosen. 3 He 

presented himself 
alive to them 

after his suffering 
by many proofs, 

appearing to them 
during forty days 

and speaking 
about the kingdom 

of God.
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watch and pray

he promise is for you. 

You will be baptised with the Holy Spirit (ACTS 1:5). It’s not 
a new idea, but a fulfilment of God’s prophetic word from 

ages past: I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing 
on your descendants (ISAIAH 44:3). And I will pour out my Spirit on all 
flesh (JOEL 2:28). The promise is not only for Jews. Neither is it only for 
Pentecostals and charismatics. It’s for all God’s children in every 
nation, every denomination, and every generation.

What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit? In the first place, the 
expression, baptism of the Holy Spirit, is not found in the Bible. The 
phrase is not incorrect. But it’s too static. The New Testament always 
describes the experience in dynamic terms and action words. To be 
baptised in the Spirit means to be immersed and saturated with the 
Spirit. Throw a towel into Niagara Falls and you’ll get the idea. And it’s 
not a one-off encounter. It’s an ongoing experience of being flooded, 
overwhelmed, and deluged by the Spirit. You may claim to have 
been baptised in the Spirit at some moment in the past. But are you 
saturated and overflowing with the Holy Spirit today?

Revival is a fresh outpouring of the Spirit. Like fresh wind filling 
our sails, the Spirit breathes new life and dynamism into our work 
and witness for Jesus. That’s why Jesus told his disciples to wait in 
Jerusalem for power from on high. But since Pentecost, there is no 
need to wait. The Spirit is now available to everyone on equal terms 
and without delay. 

But sadly, we sometimes lose touch with the power of the Spirit. We 
resort, instead, to institutional machinery, theological credentials, 
and ministry skills. God is not against institutions or scholarship or 
skillsets. The Church in Acts has both a spiritual and an institutional 
life. To be effective in the world, the Church must create institutions for 
ministry and missions. 

Our institutions, however, often become old wineskins, and a means 
for men to assert themselves in ways that quench the Spirit. Virtually 
every denomination has fallen into this trap at one time or another. 
That is, the trap of substituting systems and structures for the power of 
the Spirit. When that happens, beware! It’s a sign that we are running 
on empty. We need revival.

2 
n	 In the business world, Singapore ranks first in Asia. A key reason is our strong 

institutions. Like nation, like Church? Thank God for Christian institutions of good 
standing in society. Thank God for gifted Christian leaders who build righteous 
institutions across many arenas of national influence. Thank God for the rich 
diversity of Christian institutions that seek the welfare of our city. Ask God to 
preserve what is right, what is noble, and what is excellent as a legacy for future 
generations.  

n	As good as things are, we cannot afford to rest on our laurels. Towards SG100, 
God has bigger plans and better ways to position the Singapore Church for 
greater influence. Ask God for divine discontent with where we are. Pray for a 
holy desperation that drives us to our knees to seek God’s face, to understand 
his ways, and to know our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats.

n		Ask for eyes to see where we fall short: 
  Beneath our big and beautiful facade, are we running on empty? Are we trusting 

our institutions more than God? Are we relying on clout and credentials, intellect 
and traditions? Depending on our resourcefulness more than the leading of the 
Spirit? Have our systems and structures become old wineskins that quench the 
Spirit? Do we tout rules without relationship? Piety without power? Faith without 
fire? Scholarship without Spirit? Are we, in fact, hindering the promised revival? 

  Beneath our loud and proud rah-rah, are we running on empty? Have we gone 
secular in the way we do church? Copying the world to look hip and to sound 
cool? Substituting ambience and gimmicks for the presence of the Holy Spirit? 
Let us repent for misleading believers and pre-believers alike. Ask God to purge 
us of anything and everything that grieves the Holy Spirit.

J U LY running on empty?

ACTS 1:4-5  
And while staying 

with them he 
ordered them not 

to depart from 
Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the 

promise of the 
Father, which, he 
said, “you heard 

from me; 5 for 
John baptized with 
water, but you will 

be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not 

many days from 
now.”

LUKE 24:49  
And behold, I 

am sending the 
promise of my 

Father upon you. 
But stay in the 

city until you are 
clothed with power 

from on high.

T

  • Methodist 
• Orthodox 
• Presbyterian 
• Reformed 
• Roman Catholic 
• Salvation Army

  • Anglican 
• Assemblies of God 
• Baptist 
• Bible-Presbyterian 
• Brethren 
• Church of Singapore

n		A movement that loses momentum becomes a monument. There is nothing wrong 
with denominations as long as their leaders stay in step with the Spirit’s direction 
(LEE GRADY). In today’s Germany, the historic citadel of the Protestant Reformation, 
95% have abandoned their Christian roots. Pray that the Singapore Church will 
not go the way of the West—from fervency to complacency to apathy to apostasy! 
Raise your voice and cry out to God for his mercy. Pray for a historic outpouring 
of the Spirit. For every church stream to experience fresh wind suddenly from 
heaven, bringing new anointing, new energy, new mindsets, new wineskins!

• Christian Nationals’ Evangelism Commission
• Evangelical Free Church
• Foursquare
• Independent Charismatics
• Independent Conservatives
• Lutheran



watch and pray3 
Pay attention! The Book of Acts is a constant indictment of mere maintenance 
Christianity (JOHN PIPER). The ultimate purpose of Pentecost and every subsequent 
outpouring is worldwide witness. The Spirit comes to empower the Church to 
carry the light across every geographic, linguistic, cultural, racial, and religious 
barrier on earth.  

n	Have we forgotten or downplayed this ultimate purpose? Are we preoccupying 
ourselves with maintaining church instead of reaching out to the lost? Are we 
majoring on the minors? Are we pushing for fads and trends, claiming to usher 
in ‘the next move of God’? Are we more obsessed with blood moons and the like 
than we are about the real task of real witness in real time at ground zero? Repent.  

n	What are we bearing witness to? What are we preaching and promoting? Is it 
Christ? Or our church brand, lingo, and celebrities? Let us repent of our pride, 
egomania, and worldly ambition. Renounce the babel spirit of empire-building.

n	We love our Little Red Dot. Evangelising this city is important. But that is only 
a tiny fraction of God’s big dream for us. Singapore is an Israel of the East. We 
are called to greater things that will pull and push us beyond our instinct and 
capacity. 

  Pray the Word: And now the Lord says: ‘It is too small a thing for you to be my 
servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the 
ends of the earth.’ (ISAIAH 49:5-6 NIV) 

		 Praise God, he has blessed us with a global influence disproportionate to our 
size and history. Praise God, our passport offers us first-class global mobility. 
Singaporeans have visa-free access to 173 nations. In fact, Singapore is tied 
with Germany as the country with the most powerful passport in the world (GLOBAL 

PASSPORT POWER RANK 2017). Open your heart. Embrace your role as an ambassador  
for Christ at home and abroad. Count it a great privilege and honour. This gospel 
of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to 
all nations, and then the end will come. (MATTHEW 24:14) 

n	Fathers and Mothers: Don’t sweat the small stuff. Rise above the Singapore 
dream of comfort, career, car, cash, and condo. Consecrate your family to God to 
fulfill the Acts 1:8 mandate. Lead by example. Surrender your sons and daughters 
to the Lord of the nations. Train them up to own and love the Father’s business 
as the mission worth living for: For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (ROMANS 1:16). As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord (JOSHUA 24:15). We will be ambassadors for Christ 
in Singapore, in Asia, and to the ends of the earth. 

 

J U LY power with a mission

re you preoccupied with the small stuff?

A loaded question dogged Jesus throughout his career. Even 
some of his own disciples were obsessed with the notion 

that Jesus would drive the Romans out of the Holy Land and make 
Israel a super state, like in the golden age of David and Solomon. That 
dream died on Good Friday. But after Jesus rose again, the disciples’ 
preoccupation with politics roared back to life: Lord, are you now 
transferring power to Israel?

Wrong question! It’s not that they are thinking too big. No. They are 
thinking too small. They’re majoring on the minors. God’s promise to 
Israel is infinitely larger than a tiny strip of Mediterranean real estate. 
Abraham and his faithful descendants will inherit the whole world and 
rule on earth with Jesus. (ROMANS 4:13, REVELATION 5:10) 

But how? Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD 
(ZECHARIAH 4:6). The greatest transfer of power in human history was 
about to occur: You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

Acts 1:8 is a sketch of the whole Book of Acts: witness in Jerusalem 
(ACTS 1-7), witness in Judea and Samaria (ACTS 8-12), and witness to the 
ends of the earth (ACTS 13-28). This is not just the outline of Acts. This is 
the plan of God who is the Lord of history. He establishes his reign on 
earth through faithful disciples who bear witness to Jesus everywhere. 
That’s power with a difference. Empires rise. Empires fall. But God’s 
kingdom is forever.

The final words of Jesus in Acts 1:8 establish the ultimate purpose of 
Pentecost and every subsequent outpouring of the Spirit: world-wide 
witness! That’s why all the great revivals of the past have produced 
missionary movements. For example, the Moravians, the Pietists, the 
Puritans, the Wesleyan Revival, the Great Awakenings, Azusa Street, 
the Charismatic Renewal, and many others.

The Holy Spirit is a missionary Spirit. So, if you really want revival, 
stop gazing into heaven (:11). Get on with the plan and purpose of 
Pentecost—witness to the ends of the earth.

ACTS 1:6-11  
“Lord, will you at 
this time restore 
the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7 He said 
to them, “It is not 

for you to know 
times or seasons 

that the Father has 
fixed by his own 

authority. 8 But 
you will receive 

power when the 
Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, 
and you will be 

my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and 

in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to 

the end of the 
earth.”  

9 And when he 
had said these 
things, as they 

were looking on, 
he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took 

him out of their 
sight. 10 And while 
they were gazing 

into heaven as 
he went, behold, 

two men stood 
by them in white 

robes,  
11 and said, “Men 

of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking 
into heaven? This 

Jesus, who was 
taken up from 

you into heaven, 
will come in the 

same way as you 
saw him go into 

heaven.” 

A



watch and pray4 
n	Are we devoted to prayer? In the original Greek text, to be devoted to something 

means to persist in it, to be busily engaged with it. Are we busy with prayer? 
When Susanna Wesley sat down in her kitchen with her apron over her head, her 
children knew not to disturb her. She was busy with prayer. When the Benedictine 
monks plan their schedules, they first prioritise prayer, and then fit everything else 
around it. As for us, we do the opposite! We cram every slot with work and then 
try to find a sliver of time in which to pray. Have you subjected yourself to such 
an insane schedule that you have no presence of mind, no breathing space, no 
energy, no zeal to tend your personal prayer altar? If so, confess your failure. 
Close that chapter. Turn the page. The surprising truth is that the person who 
pauses long enough to refresh his soul along the way actually becomes more 
alert, more alive, more efficient (W. PHILLIP KELLER). Pray: Make my heart a house 
of prayer (CHARLES WESLEY). Reflect and refresh: The fire on the altar must be kept 
burning; it must never go out. Each morning the priest will add fresh wood to the 
fire. (LEVITICUS 6:12) 

n	Are we praying together? There is no lack of opportunity and there is much to 
celebrate! For example: LoveSingapore’s daily Morning Prayer. Friday city@
prayer. Bi-monthly pastors’ prayer. 40-Day lunchtime prayer. Day of His Power 
annual concert of prayer. And many new prayer groups are springing up, creating 
more avenues for us to pray together. That’s great! But there is still plenty of 
room for growth and improvement. Jesus says: My house shall be called a 
house of prayer (MATTHEW 21:13). This is our divine branding. Corporate prayer is 
the culture of the church. Corporate prayer is Discipleship 101. Local churches 
must passionately own the vision of corporate prayer. If we truly want revival, we 
must restore corporate prayer from a once-in-a-blue-moon option to a weekly 
priority. We must return to inter-generational prayer as one Family under God. 
The local church is the basic building block of the kingdom. May each church 
become God’s powerhouse of revival prayer. Ask God to start with yours. Pray.

n	Do we pray in one accord? Meaning, are we unanimously united in prayer? Do 
we share the same intense passion for the same thing—God’s glory displayed 
through a life changed, a church revived, a nation transformed, a world 
evangelised? Pray especially for pastors and ministry leaders. Often, we are so 
busy in our own silos that we have no time for each other. We have forgotten the 
simple joy of unhurried prayer as a community. We have lost the art of listening 
to one another. We are not connecting the dots. How then can we ever be of 
one mind, one heart, one passion, one purpose, one impulse? Will Singapore 
be God’s epicentre of a Great Awakening in Asia? Will we slow down, humble 
ourselves, listen, and learn to pray together in one accord? Pray. 

J U LY gathered for power

hey spoke with an accent.

They were all Galileans: eleven apostles, a handful of women, 
and the relatives of Jesus. Some had been fishermen. 

Judeans generally look down on Galileans as ah bengs. They had no 
status or credentials as spiritual leaders in Judaism. But they were all 
men and women of prayer. Ordinary people, extraordinary prayer!

After Jesus ascended to heaven, they shuffled back to their second-
floor apartment in Jerusalem to pray. All these with one accord were 
devoting themselves to prayer, together (ACTS 1:14). What does it mean 
to be in one accord? This is one of Luke’s favourite expressions. He 
uses it ten times in Acts. It means that everyone in the room was of the 
same passionate longing. They all shared the same intense spiritual 
desire. They were all set at the same temperature. They all wanted the 
same thing. What was it?

They were not waiting around for some new ear-tickling revelation. 
Jesus had already set the agenda for this prayer meeting. They were 
waiting for power to propel them to the ends of the earth with the Good 
News of the kingdom. What happened at Pentecost and thereafter 
was God’s answer to a missionary prayer meeting.

Luke says they were devoting themselves to prayer. That literally 
means they were busy with prayer! Singaporeans are busy people. 
We know how to occupy ourselves with projects and programmes. But 
are we busy about prayer? The most important factor in any revival is 
God himself. But the single most important human factor in revival is 
prayer. Evan Roberts prayed 13 years for a visitation from God before 
the Welsh Revival began. Are you devoted to prayer?

Finally, Luke says they were together. We can easily gather 20 people 
in a room. But are we really together? Some of us are good at praying 
in solitude, as Jesus was. But do we also know how to pray together 
with others, with the same mind, passion, and purpose?

Whenever God gets ready to do a great work, he always sets his 
people a-praying (J. EDWIN ORR). The Azusa Street and Welsh Revivals 
were preceded by small prayer meetings all over the world. 

Are you praying God’s agenda together with God’s people?

ACTS 1:12-14  
Then they 

returned to 
Jerusalem from 

the mount called 
Olivet, which is 

near Jerusalem, 
a Sabbath day’s 

journey away.  
13 And when they 

had entered, 
they went up to 
the upper room, 
where they were 

staying, Peter and 
John and James 

and Andrew, Philip 
and Thomas, 
Bartholomew 
and Matthew, 

James the son 
of Alphaeus and 

Simon the Zealot 
and Judas the 
son of James. 

14 All these with 
one accord 

were devoting 
themselves to 

prayer, together 
with the women 

and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, 
and his brothers.

T



watch and pray5 
n	Rejoice! The Age of Missions and the Age of the Spirit began on the 

same day. Peoples from every nation under heaven heard the wonders 
of God in their own native tongues. A signature act of God. A press 
statement from heaven, loud and clear: God wants every people group 
to have access to the Gospel in their own language. Pray the lyrics 
of this classic hymn: Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great 
Redeemer’s praise, the glories of my God and king, the triumphs of 
his grace! My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim. To 
spread through all the earth abroad, the honours of thy name! 

n	Oh, for a thousand tongues to proclaim! Just over a century ago, some 
Pentecostal missionaries took off to the nations expecting God to give 
them the native language on arrival. They were disappointed. On rare 
occasions, God did empower someone to speak a foreign tongue 
on the spot. But as a rule, missionaries must learn new languages. 
If you talk to a man in his own language, it goes to his heart (NELSON 

MANDELA). Ask God to summon a new breed of cross-cultural workers 
from Singapore to the ends of the earth. Especially Spirit-empowered 
Millennials willing to master the biblical languages, acquire a foreign 
language, plus the linguistic skills to translate the Bible into the native 
tongue of an unreached community.  

n	Draw a circle around Singapore. Within a seven-hour flight from this 
Little Red Dot, there are 31 nations, some 3 billion people and over 900 
unreached people groups. A great many have come to live and work 
among us here. Some as foreign talent. Others as domestic helpers 
(239,800) and construction workers (365,400). Are they hearing the 
wonders of God? In their own native languages? What are we doing 
with the power of Pentecost? Ask God to awaken every believer in 
this city to the reality of missions at our doorstep. Dare to believe that 
by the year 2033, the 2,000th anniversary of the first Pentecost, every 
people group in Singapore and across Asia will hear the Gospel in their 
own language and encounter Jesus through the power and presence 
of the Holy Spirit.  

n	Pentecost is about world evangelisation. Nowadays, however, altar 
calls for missions are few and far between—even in our Pentecostal-
charismatic churches. Has our interest in world missions waned? Have 
we underestimated Singaporeans’ willingness to go? Pray for a brand 
new wave of Spirit-led missions mobilisation—a new generation of 
trainers, senders, givers, and goers on fire for Jesus and his glory!   

J U LY every people under heaven

entecost is about harvest!

The word means fiftieth. It was the Jewish Feast of Weeks. It 
was held 50 days after Passover in celebration of the wheat 

harvest. Freshly reaped grain was offered to God in anticipation of the 
full harvest yet to be gathered.

With the outpouring of the Spirit in Acts 2, God gave the disciples a 
different kind of harvest. Not 3,000 bushels of wheat, but 3,000 souls 
from every people under heaven. And this was just the first fruits of a 
worldwide harvest yet to be reaped. Three miracles confirm the Spirit’s 
arrival on the Day of Pentecost:

First, a sound of strong wind signals the manifest presence of God.  
(2 SAMUEL 22:16; JOB 37:10; 38:1; EZEKIEL 13:13; 37:9-14)  
Second, flaming tongues rest on each person. This represents the 
purifying fire of God’s holy presence. (EXODUS 3:2; 19:18; 1 KINGS 18:38; ISAIAH 6:6-

7; MALACHI 3:3-4; MATTHEW 3:11)  
Third, a linguistic sign: they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (ACTS 2:4) 

Pentecost was the first and greatest missionary event in the history of 
the Church. Men and women from every nation under heaven heard 
about the wonders of God in their native tongues (:6, 11). They heard it 
from Galileans who had never spoken those languages before. This 
festive season typically drew some 125,000 foreigners to Jerusalem. 
This time they came from 15 different parts of the known world. If you 
take a map and connect the dots of the places named in verses 9 to 
11, you’ll draw a rough circle around Jerusalem. ‘Thus says the LORD 
GOD: ‘This is Jerusalem. I have set her in the centre of the nations, 
with countries all around her’ (Ezekiel 5:5). This signifies the overriding 
purpose of Pentecost and every revival since. God pours out his Spirit 
to empower his Church to proclaim his Gospel to every people in 
every nation and every language under heaven.

We pray for a fresh outpouring of the Spirit. But do we know what 
we are asking for? Are we truly willing to preach the Gospel to every 
people group in Singapore, Asia, and the world? And in their own 
native languages? Or are we content to be front row spectators of 
the signs-and-wonders show for its own sake? Pentecost is not about 
tongues. It’s about harvest.  

ACTS 2:1-11  
When the day 

of Pentecost 
arrived, they were 

all together in 
one place. 2 And 

suddenly there 
came from heaven 

a sound like a 
mighty rushing 

wind, and it filled 
the entire house 
where they were 

sitting. 3 And 
divided tongues as 
of fire appeared to 

them and rested 
on each one of 

them. 4 And they 
were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak 

in other tongues 
as the Spirit gave 

them utterance. 
5 Now there 

were dwelling in 
Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men from 

every nation under 
heaven. 6 And at 

this sound the 
multitude came 

together, and they 
were bewildered, 

because each one 
was hearing them 
speak in his own 
language. 7 And 

they were amazed 
and astonished, 
saying, “Are not 

all these who are 
speaking 

P
Galileans?  
8 And how is it 
that we hear, 
each of us in 
his own native 
language? 9 
Parthians and 
Medes and 
Elamites and 
residents of 
Mesopotamia, 
Judea and 
Cappadocia, 
Pontus and 
Asia,  
10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the 
parts of Libya 
belonging to 
Cyrene, and 
visitors from 
Rome, 11 both 
Jews and 
proselytes, 
Cretans and 
Arabians—we 
hear them 
telling in our 
own tongues 
the mighty 
works of 
God.”
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J U LY signs and substance

hat is revival?

Revival is a great outpouring of the Spirit that can be seen 
and heard by believers and pre-believers alike. Dynamics 

differ from one revival to another. But the substance remains the 
same. It is essential, therefore, to distinguish between the signs of 
revival and the substance of revival—not to mention substitutes.

What are some signs of revival? Acts 1-3 mentions several: The 
appearance of angels. The sound of wind. Flaming tongues. Speaking 
in tongues. Visions. Dreams. Prophecy. Cosmic disturbances. 
Miracles of healing. It would be foolish to discount the value of such 
signs, just as it would be unwise to ignore road signs that guide 
drivers to their destination. But it would be more ridiculous to park 
your car at a road sign, mistaking it for your destination.

Signs and wonders are not ends in themselves. Like road signs, 
they point people to Jesus and the kingdom of God. Throughout the 
Bible, and especially in the Gospels and Acts, miracle, message, and 
mission go together. It is a fundamental error to pursue miracles and 
manifestations in isolation from the message and mission of Jesus. 
Sad to say, however, that’s what many are doing today. This perhaps 
more than anything else hinders revival. Have you been mistaking the 
signs of revival for the substance of revival?

What then is the substance of revival? In Acts 1-3, the substance of 
revival includes the following: The outpouring of the Spirit. Power to 
witness. Devotion to prayer. Anointed preaching. Exaltation of Jesus. 
Deep conviction of sin. Repentance. Salvation to everyone who calls 
on the name of Jesus. The creation of community (koinonia). This is 
the substance of revival. Pentecost is the template.

In revival, therefore, God accelerates and intensifies his saving work 
in and through his people. Peter’s first sermon, for example, swept 
3,000 souls into the kingdom. And his second sermon, 5,000 men! 
During the Holiness Movement in America in the 19th century, nearly 
one million people were added to the Church. The Wales Revival drew 
100,000 to Christ in about 18 months and produced dramatic social 
reform. In revival, God accomplishes in a few months or years what 
normally takes generations to achieve. 

That’s why we pray for revival.

ACTS 2:14-21  
But Peter, standing 

with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice 

and addressed 
them: “Men of 

Judea and all who 
dwell in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to 

you, and give ear 
to my words. 15 For 

these people are 
not drunk, as you 

suppose, since it is 
only the third hour 

of the day. 16 But 
this is what was 
uttered through 

the prophet Joel: 
17  ‘And in the last 

days it shall be, 
God declares, that 

I will pour out my 
Spirit on all flesh, 

and your sons and 
your daughters 

shall prophesy, and 
your young men 

shall see visions, 
and your old 

men shall dream 
dreams; 18 even on 
my male servants 

and female 
servants in those 

days I will pour out 
my Spirit, and they 

shall prophesy.  
19 And I will show 

wonders in the 
heavens above 

and signs on the 
earth below… 

21 And it shall 
come to pass that 

everyone who calls 
upon the name of 
the Lord shall be 

saved.’”

W n	Are we in revival yet? In this age of fake news, be careful. Be wise. Learn to 
distinguish the substance of revival from substitutes and counterfeits. Below are 
10 distinguishing marks of revival drawn from Scripture, history, and observations 
made by Jonathan Edwards during the Great Awakening (1730-1745) in America. 
Ponder and pray over each distinguishing mark. Then complete the checklist below 
as an exercise in spiritual discernment. First, do it for yourself. Then for your church. 
And finally, for the Singapore Church in general. 

Jesus Christ is highly esteemed and exalted. Check one 
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never
The presence of God is tangible and overwhelming. Check one  
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never
The conviction of sin is cutting and overpowering. Check one 
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never
The Word of God is honoured and obeyed. Check one 
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never
Love for God and love for neighbour are real and lived. Check one 
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never
God is worshipped in spirit and in truth (not soulish entertainment). Check one 
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never
Satan is resisted, error is exposed, and truth is established. Check one 
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never
Many repent, call on the name of the Lord, and are saved. Check one 
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never
Entire communities are transformed by the Gospel and the Spirit. Check one 
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never
The Gospel is taken to the nations and the unreached. Check one 
m	Often  m	Sometimes  m	Seldom  m	Never

n	Pray deeper into each distinguishing mark. Major on the ones where we fall short. 
Start with yourself. Ask God for collective discernment and courage to expose 
revival counterfeits such as hype without holiness, charisma without character, 
miracles without the message and mission of Jesus, plus sensational incitements 
and bizarre manifestations. In Jesus’ name, renounce all counterfeits that you 
or your church may have fallen for. Repent from pursuing signs and wonders as 
ends in themselves, remembering that in the last days, false prophets and false 
messiahs will work great signs and wonders to deceive many. (MATTHEW 24:24) 

 Ten Distinguishing Marks of a Genuine Move of the Spirit:

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

09

10
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A theology student from India observed that every sermon should have three things: 
Something to think. Something to feel. Something to do. Peter’s sermon has all 
three: Thinking: What does this mean? Feeling: They were cut to the heart. And 
doing: What must we do? Biblical preaching, and especially Spirit-anointed revival 
preaching, appeals to the head, heart, and hands. Something to think, feel, and do.

n	Something to think: Pray for preachers you know by name. May they:
 • Never tire of telling the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
 • Never apologise for preaching the basics of the Gospel. 
 • Never water down Truth to sound cool for fear of losing the young.
 • Never preach ear-tickling stuff to pander to the consumeristic.  
 • Never aim for political correctness to please man and curry favour. 
 • Never ever compromise biblical truth to avoid controversy.

n	Something to feel: After an Easter sermon, a youth asked the preacher: What’s 
the meaning of the Easter egg? Poor preacher. His ‘eloquent sermon’ had 
not moved his hearers beyond curious questions of the mind to cut the heart. 
Expository skills are essential, but not paramount. Pray for your pastor and all 
who minister the Word. That they will cast themselves entirely upon the grace of 
God. May they experience the manifest power of the Spirit whenever they speak. 
Like the Apostle Paul, may this be their lifelong testimony and the hallmark of 
their ministry: And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the 
wisdom of men  but in the power of God. (1 CORINTHIANS 2:3-5)

n	Something to do: Being without doing stagnates. We need both. Ask God for 
a revival of biblical preaching with strong conviction that brings the hearers to 
a point of decision. As the Spirit moves, may we flow freely with him. Even if it 
means re-ordering our church services to allow for unhurried altar responses 
that result in a change of heart (being) and a change of behaviour (doing). Pray.

n	Joseph Mattera, theologian and interpreter of culture noted this worrisome trend 
in the West: There’s been a dramatic decline in biblical preaching. We have gone 
from theology to therapy to motivational talks. All in the name of relevance! Will 
the Singapore Church be spared this nonsense? We need revival—back to Jesus, 
back to preaching the hard Truths of the Gospel. Turning the other cheek, going 
the second mile, loving one’s enemies are brutally irrelevant to a narcissistic 
generation, but thoroughly kingdom. Totally the stuff of genuine revivals!  

J U LY signs and witness

igns and wonders point to Jesus.

But miracles by themselves can bring more confusion than 
clarity. Initially, the crowd in Acts 2 could make little sense of 

the signs of Pentecost. They were amazed and perplexed. And some 
even mocked. But no one quite understood. Without a clear and 
compelling communication of the Gospel, miracles mean little.

The crowd demands an answer: What does this mean? (:12). That’s a 
question of the mind, and a fair one too. How would you answer it? 
With another miracle? A message in tongues? Not Peter!

Peter is God’s answer man. He urges us to always be ready to give 
an answer to anyone who asks about the reason for our hope (1 PETER 

3:15). One of the marks of a true revival is that the Word of God is 
communicated with clarity and strong conviction. Peter’s Pentecost 
sermon models revival preaching in three ways:

First, Peter preaches the Word. He quotes extensively from Joel 
and Psalms. There will always be flaky sermons in revival. But every 
true revival involves a return to the Word of God as the centre and 
reference point of discipleship. Apostles preach the Word. What do we 
preach?
Second, Peter preaches Jesus: his life, deeds, cross, death, burial, 
resurrection, and exaltation. And it wasn’t even Holy Week! The first 
distinguishing mark of any true revival is that the historical Jesus is 
highly esteemed and exalted (JONATHAN EDWARDS). Do we preach Jesus?
Third, revival preaching not only appeals to the intellect. It also cuts 
the heart with deep conviction that leads to repentance. Peter’s 
Pentecost sermon brings the crowd from a curious question of the 
mind: What does this mean? (:12), to an earnest question of the heart: 
What must we do? (:37). Peter answers that too. Repent and be 
baptised. And 3,000 take the plunge. (:41) 

Miracles and manifestations don’t save. And ear-tickling sermons that 
do not cut the heart will never bring revival. Charles Finney, a leader 
in the Second Great Awakening, insisted that the first step in revival 
is a deep repentance, a breaking down of the heart, a getting down 
into the dust before God, with deep humility, and forsaking of sin. The 
Apostles of Jesus preached repentance. What do we preach?

ACTS 2:12-13  
And all were 
amazed and 

perplexed, saying 
to one another, 
“What does this 

mean?”  
13 But others 

mocking said, 
“They are filled 
with new wine.”

Please read 
Peter’s entire 
sermon from 

verses 14 to 36.

ACTS 2:36-38 
“Let all the house 
of Israel therefore 

know for certain 
that God has 

made him both 
Lord and Christ, 
this Jesus whom 

you crucified.”  
37 Now when they 

heard this they 
were cut to the 

heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest 

of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what 

shall we do?”  
38 And Peter said 
to them, “Repent 
and be baptized 
every one of you 

in the name of 
Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you 
will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit.

S
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Revival is a return to the norms of the Church Jesus builds in Acts. Though 
incomplete, Luke’s State of the Church summary in Acts 2:41-47 shows us what 
to ask for in praying for revival. These are the basics. Pray, therefore!

n	Pray for quality and quantity, depth and breadth. If your church is shrinking—in 
a favourable climate as we have in Singapore—don’t evade the issue. Don’t fall 
back on threadbare excuses, such as: We go for quality, not quantity. Ask God 
why your church isn’t growing. Revival is near when we challenge the status 
quo. When we turn to God, he turns the tide. Ask, seek, knock. 

n	When revival touches a pre-believer, it makes him a church member at once (G. 

CAMPBELL MORGAN). But not necessarily a disciple! Membership classes are fine. 
Sunday sermons are necessary. But neither are good enough. Sad to say, 
some churches have scrapped Christian education altogether. Others have 
reduced it to a flavour-of-the-month pitch—all in the name of relevance! We 
need a revival of Christian education and a renaissance of Jesus’ teaching as 
the only authorised curriculum of discipleship (MATTHEW 28:19-20). Earnestly pray. 

n	In a climate of revival, fellowship continues long after the benediction. Koinonia 
flourishes as deep calls to deep in Christ-centred conversation: Then those 
who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and heard 
them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared 
the LORD and esteemed his name (MALACHI 3:16). Is this your longing? Ask God to 
make you a catalyst for koinonia and a keeper of koinonia.

n	There’s nothing wrong with having rich people in church. But if rich and poor 
are side by side, and the poor remain poor, then something is horribly wrong. In 
revival, true to the spirit of koinonia, your need becomes my responsibility. We 
joyfully give until there’re no poor among us. The rich joyfully fund the education 
of children from poor families—with no strings attached. Churches with property 
joyfully share space with those that don’t have a place of their own—free of 
charge. That’s a revival worth praying for. One that’s marked by magnanimity 
and philanthropy. A Giving Church. A Giving Nation. Pray, believing.

n	History belongs to the intercessor (WALTER WINK). A revived church prays, but not in 
airy-fairy triumphalistic claims driven by emotions or based on what we think or 
want. The prayers of a revived church are Word-based and God-centred: who 
he is, what he has done, what he wants to do in our historical context. Intercede. 

n	Reject shallow, seeker-sensitive ploys to grow the church. Renounce the quest 
to create an atmosphere that entertains, lest we create a golden calf. Pray for 
the real thing, the gold standard: Spirit-empowered preaching that instils the fear 
of God in our hearts, that keeps the cost of discipleship forever in our face. 

J U LY a church revived

magine. A church revived!

What’s it like? It’s a return to the original template of the Church 
Jesus builds in Acts. We get our first glimpse of it in 2:41-47:

First, a revived church grows in quantity and quality. Luke would wince 
at the notion of quality without quantity. In one day and after one 
sermon, the Church grew from 120 to 3,120. Quality attracts (:47). If 
your church is revived, crowds will come to catch the fire. 

Second, a church revived obeys the teaching of Jesus as the norm 
of discipleship. The apostles’ doctrine in verse 42 can only be the 
teachings of Jesus. That’s all the apostles know, besides fishing. 
Revival brings us back to the standard of Jesus, especially as it is 
represented in the Sermon on the Mount. Such was the case with the 
Waldensians, Franciscans, Cathari, Anabaptists, and Methodists.

Third, a church revived is devoted to fellowship (:42). The Greek word 
is koinonia. It means sharing life together in close community. They 
eat together, pray together, and have all things in common (:43). This 
is not communism. Communism says, What’s yours is mine. I’ll take 
it. Koinonia says, What’s mine is yours. I’ll share it (WILLIAM LASOR). The 
Spirit of God breaks the spirit of greed and replaces it with a heart of 
generosity (:45). Where there is no greed, there is no need!

Fourth, a church revived is devoted to prayer (:42). Prayer was 
formal, intentional, and sometimes liturgical. Nowadays many prefer 
spontaneity—just wait and see what God is saying. There is a time for 
that. But God has already spoken. Prayer must include an informed 
response to God’s written Word in relation to the issues of our world.
Fifth, a church revived fears the Lord. The Church in Acts was not 
seeker-sensitive. It was terrifying. Fear came on every soul (:43). 
Outsiders dare not join them (5:13). And yet the Lord added to their 
number day by day (2:47). They needed no special effects, no branding, 
and no pizza parties.
Finally, a church revived flows in the power of the Spirit (:43). Signs and 
wonders are the norm in an environment of unity, prayer, devotion 
to Jesus, and social holiness. Charisma is coupled with character; 
spiritual power with spiritual discipline. These are the qualities of the 
Church Jesus builds. This is the template of a church revived. The 
gates of hell will never defeat it.

ACTS 2:41-47  
So those who 

received his word 
were baptized, 
and there were 
added that day 

about three 
thousand souls.  

42 And they 
devoted 

themselves to 
the apostles’ 

teaching and the 
fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 

43 And awe came 
upon every 

soul, and many 
wonders and 

signs were being 
done through the 

apostles. 44 And 
all who believed 

were together and 
had all things in 
common. 45 And 

they were selling 
their possessions 

and belongings 
and distributing 
the proceeds to 
all, as any had 

need. 46 And day 
by day, attending 

the temple 
together and 

breaking bread 
in their homes, 

they received their 
food with glad and 

generous hearts,  
47 praising God 

and having favor 
with all the people. 

And the Lord 
added to their 

number day by 
day those who 

were being saved.
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J U LY

hey knew how to pray.

Devout Jews in the time of Jesus observed three hours of 
prayer each day: before sunrise, in the afternoon, and after 

sunset. These times were strictly devoted to prayer. No ice-breakers. 
No announcements. No preachy-prayers. No entertaining worship. 
Just prayer. All prayer. Jesus and his disciples grew up in a climate of 
prayer.
The hour of prayer in Acts 3:1 coincided with the 3:00pm sacrifice. 
This was probably the best attended daily prayer meeting in all 
Judaism. Even Jews living abroad gathered to pray in solidarity with 
their brothers and sisters in Jerusalem. The apostles’ participation in 
the hour of prayer shows that they remain true to all that is good in 
Judaism—especially prayer. They lead by example.

The healing of the cripple in verses 1-10 is the first miracle after 
Pentecost. It triggers Peter’s second sermon, the apostle’s first arrest, 
and the seismic prayer meeting of Acts 4. Peter and John meet the 
beggar at the temple gate. They are out of money, but not out of 
power. Peter extends a hand and invokes the name of Jesus. The 
cripple is cured on contact. The lame leaps like a deer, fulfilling Isaiah 
35:6 and the power-promise of Acts 1:8. The healing touch of Jesus is 
real. The hour of prayer becomes the hour of power.

A story is told of the great medieval theologian Thomas Aquinas. 
The Pope was giving him a tour of the Vatican with all its wealth and 
splendour. The Pope remarked, The Church can no longer say, ‘Silver 
and gold have I none.’ Aquinas replied, And neither can we say to the 
lame, ‘In the name of Jesus, rise up and walk.’

The story is painfully truthful. We cannot give what we do not have. 
Our world is full of begging, broken people. Many lie at the Church 
door like the crippled beggar at the temple gate. They expect 
something from us. What can we offer them? Soup and salad? 
Symbols and ceremonies? Handouts from the benevolent fund? With 
a congregation of 3,000 donating money for the poor, Peter could 
have easily done that (ACTS 2:45). But he had more than money to give:

Such as I have give I thee.  
In the name of Jesus, rise up and walk.

   

ACTS 3:1-10  
Now Peter and 

John were going up 
to the temple at the 
hour of prayer, the 

ninth hour.  
2 And a man lame 

from birth was being 
carried, whom they 

laid daily at the gate 
of the temple…to 
ask alms of those 

entering the temple. 
3 Seeing Peter and 

John about to go 
into the temple, he 

asked to receive 
alms. 4 And Peter 
directed his gaze 

at him, as did John, 
and said, “Look at 
us.” 5 And he fixed 

his attention on 
them, expecting to 
receive something 

from them. 6 But 
Peter said, “I have 
no silver and gold, 
but what I do have 

I give to you. In 
the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, 
rise up and walk!”  

7 And he took him by 
the right hand and 
raised him up, and 

immediately his feet 
and ankles were 

made strong. 8 And 
leaping up, he stood 

and began to walk, 
and entered the 

temple with them, 
walking and leaping 

and praising God.  
9 And all the 

people... 10 …were 
filled with wonder 

and amazement....

T
hour of power

n	Prayer has consequences. Those who wait upon God get fresh strength. They 
spread their wings and soar like eagles, they run and don’t get tired, they walk and 
don’t lag behind (ISAIAH 40:31 THE MESSAGE). What if we start praying more regularly—at 
least three times a day? How much more centred in God we will be. How much 
more energy we will have. How much more compassionate we will be towards the 
suffering, the lost and dying. How much more tuned in and fired up we will be for 
God’s mission! There is a secret fellowship with God where we get this heavenly 
fire kindled within, and it makes personal work for souls easy, natural, a relief, 
and a rest… This passion for souls is probably the highest product of spiritual 
communion with God (AT PIERSON). Will you return to that sacred place of prayer—so 
that you may be his conduit of power anytime, anywhere?  

n	Do we have time for the small guy? The marginalised poor. The blind beggars. The 
impoverished cripples. The tissue-sellers at the train stations. People with special 
needs. Sad to say, the majority of us are more interested in people who can benefit 
us. We avoid those who have no means of compensation. We are tone deaf to the 
cry of those whom we consider ‘abnormal’ because they are not like us (MICHAEL 

HAN). Is this our social rule of thumb, despite years of kindness campaigns to build 
a Home with Hope and Heart? Will you behave differently? Will you pause for the 
destitute? Give them a minute, and let God give them a miracle.

n	In 2016, Health Minister Gan Kim Yong launched Healthcare Manpower 2020. More 
will suffer chronic ailments due to ageing. We need an additional 30,000 healthcare 
workers between now and 2020 (THE STRAITS TIMES, 20 OCTOBER 2016). Thank God for 
our Government. They are doing their best to stay on top of things. Are we? The 
Ministry of Health belongs to the Government. But the ministry of healing belongs 
to the Church. This is the hour of power! We are God’s answer to Singapore’s 
healthcare worries. Confess this truth: What the historical Jesus did and taught in 
his earthly life, the Risen Christ continues to do and teach through his Church in 
every generation. Pray: Lord, rain down your Spirit! Anoint us to do and teach the 
ministry of healing in your name. Anoint every local church to be an open house 
of power, the go-to place for prayer and healing. Anoint every believer to be your 
healing evangelist in every nook and corner of our city. Let healing miracles be the 
norm, and the talk of the town—filling Singapore with wonder and amazement.

n	Singapore has become a top destination for medical tourism. The rich and the 
royal flock here for treatment. How would it be if we were also renown for divine 
healing—dispensers of the greater gift that money cannot buy? Pray that the 
wealthy Singapore Church will be a mighty conduit of healing in Jesus’ name, not 
only for the well-to-do, but especially for the sick and suffering who can’t even 
afford a Panadol. 
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J U LY times of refreshing

ou never have to advertise a fire.

Everyone comes running when there’s a fire. Likewise, if 
your church is on fire, you will not have to advertise it. The 

community will already know it. (LEONARD RAVENHILL) 

Revival sets a church on fire. Imagine all the money and man-hours 
we would save on publicity and performance if we just had a little 
more Pentecostal fire. Seeing the miracle at the temple gate, the 
crowd was utterly astounded and all the people ran together (ACTS 3:11). 
They came to see the fire. And they got ignited.

Revival draws the masses to Jesus. Peter’s first two sermons 
won more than 8,000 to Christ (2:41; 4:4). During the Second Great 
Awakening, one town in New York was so full of the presence of the 
Lord that people were converted without ever attending a meeting! 
(CHARLES FINNEY) 

Revival exalts Jesus. This is the primary sign of a true work of the 
Spirit (JONATHAN EDWARDS). There’s not a word in Peter’s sermon about the 
Holy Spirit. Why? Because the Spirit is the one speaking. He doesn’t 
draw attention to himself. He lifts up Jesus as the Servant of God, the 
Holy and Righteous One, the Author of Life, the Source of Healing, 
the Messiah, the Prophet like Moses, and the Seed of Abraham (:14-26). 
Does our preaching exalt Jesus? Or do we preach ourselves and our 
church branding and programmes?

Repentance brings refreshing. Repent, says Peter, that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord (:19-20). The word 
times is kairos in Greek. Revival is a kairos-season of refreshing. 
It comes from the presence of the Lord to all who repent of sin and 
return to him (2 CHRONICLES 7:14). Between Pentecost and the Second 
Coming of Jesus, there will be any number of seasons of refreshing 
in proportion to our repentance. As your cross, so is your Pentecost. 
(ARTHUR BOOTH-CLIBBORN) 

Do you need refreshing? Does your church need refreshing? Don’t 
settle for cheap grace. Repent. Preach repentance like John the 
Baptist, Jesus Christ, and the Apostle Peter. Times of refreshing will 
come again from the presence of the Lord. 

That’s a promise.

11 While [the 
healed man] 

clung to Peter 
and John, all the 

people, utterly 
astounded, ran 

together to them in 
the portico called 

Solomon’s. 12 And 
when Peter saw 
it he addressed 

the people: “Men 
of Israel, why do 

you wonder at 
this, or why do 

you stare at us, as 
though by our own 

power or piety 
we have made 

him walk? 13 The 
God of Abraham...

glorified his 
servant Jesus.... 16 
And his name—by 
faith in his name—

has made this 
man strong whom 

you see and know, 
and the faith that 
is through Jesus 

has given the 
man this perfect 

health in the 
presence of you 
all. 17 “And now, 
brothers, I know 
that you acted in 
ignorance, as did 
also your rulers. 

... 19 Repent 
therefore, and 
turn back, that 

your sins may be 
blotted out, 20 that 

times of refreshing 
may come from 
the presence of 

the Lord....

YRead ACTS 3:11-26 
EXCERPTS: 

 

n	Dear Father in Heaven, we repent of double-mindedness. We’ve not kept the First 
Commandment. We’ve not loved you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
Forgive us, Lord. By your grace, we pledge our total allegiance to you.

n	We repent of arrogance. We’ve relied on ourselves more than on you. We’ve 
quenched your Spirit with our politics, rigid systems and structures. Forgive us. 
We surrender our lives and our future to you.

n	We repent of ingratitude. We’ve succumbed to murmuring. We’ve withheld from 
you the praises due your name. We’ve denied our parents and our government 
the honour they rightly deserve. Forgive us, Lord. Fill our hearts with gratitude.

n	We repent of greed. We’ve fallen for mammon. We fear lack. We’re weighed down 
by overwork and the burden of keeping up. Forgive us, Lord. Set our hearts on 
things eternal. Grant us godly contentment and a spirit of generosity. Teach us to 
give cheerfully even out of our lack.

n	We repent of prejudice. We’re ashamed of our double standards. We’ve looked 
down on others of a different history, culture and economic standing. We’ve not 
given equal respect to one and all. Forgive us, Lord. We pledge, with your help, 
to do to others as we would have them do to us.

n	We repent of injustice. We’ve exploited the weak and the vulnerable instead of 
empowering them. We’ve manipulated people instead of ministering to them. 
We’ve acted unjustly towards foreign workers. Forgive us, Lord. Fill us with your 
compassion. We will seek the welfare of others, especially the least among us.

n	We repent of carnality. We’ve played the game of the godless. We’ve put off pre-
believers with our insensitivity and impatience, our jestings and jealousies, our 
competition and cheating, our strife and slander. We’ve tarnished your great name 
and tainted our witness. Forgive us, Lord. Unite our hearts to fear your name.

n	We repent of immorality. We’ve yielded to lust and shameless filth, fearing neither 
you nor the consequences of our sinful choices. We’ve opened the door for evil to 
trap us and ruin our lives, wreck our families, shatter our values, and undermine 
our morals. Forgive us, Lord. Cleanse us. Create in us a pure heart. Renew a 
steadfast spirit within us to honour you by living holy lives.

n	O Lord, send your rain suddenly from heaven! Revive us again. A
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So, you’re waiting for the next move of God. Actually, it’s your move. God’s waiting 
on you: Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that 
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord (ACTS 3:19). Draw near to 
God, and he will draw near to you (JAMES 4:8). Do Singapore a favour: Repent.  
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J U LY truth on fire

t’s an issue of power.

Institutional power often clashes with spiritual power. 
Before Peter ends his sermon, he and John are arrested by 

representatives of the Sanhedrin. This is the highest authority in all 
Judaism. This same Council had Jesus arrested, convicted, and 
executed. And now they tighten the screws on Peter and John.

The Apostles of Christ are asked to explain spiritual power to a 
religious establishment that relies almost entirely on institutional 
power. The Supreme Court of Israel wants to know: Who authorised 
these un-ordained cronies of Christ to work miracles and teach in the 
temple precincts, of all places?

They examine the evidence. Exhibit A: The boldness of Peter and 
John. They are ordinary and uneducated men. But bold! Not just from 
having been with Jesus, but also from being filled with the Spirit of 
Pentecost.

Exhibit B: The former cripple stands before the Council on his own 
two feet. Ironically, they concede the miracle but they reject the 
message. And they resolve to silence the messengers as they did 
Jesus. After all, if anyone wants to be healed, the proper channels are 
open. Ordained priests are on duty. They know the rituals. They have 
the legitimate authority. But they cling to a form of godliness while 
denying the power of God. (2 TIMOTHY 3:5) 

God is not against institutions as such. The Church in Acts creates 
them. The Church cannot exist in society without institutions. But it 
is possible for any church and its leadership to become more reliant 
on the power of the institution than the power of the Spirit. When that 
happens, we need revival.

Mr Pentecost was a great revivalist of the 20th century. His real 
name is David du Plessis. An elite group of ecumenical leaders once 
asked him to explain the difference between Pentecostals and other 
Christians. Mr Pentecost replied:

Gentlemen, ...the truth as I see it is this: You have the truth on ice, 
and I have it on fire. My friends, if you will take the great truths of the 
Gospel out of your theological deep freezers and get them on the fire 
of the Holy Spirit, your churches will yet turn the world upside-down.

READ ACTS 4:1-22. 
EXCERPTS: 

13 Now when they 
saw the boldness of 
Peter and John, and 

perceived that they 
were uneducated, 

common men, they 
were astonished. 

And they recognized 
that they had been 

with Jesus. 14 But 
seeing the man who 
was healed standing 

beside them, they 
had nothing to say 

in opposition. 15 
But when they had 
commanded them 

to leave the council, 
they conferred with 

one another, 16 
saying, “What shall 

we do with these 
men? For that a 
notable sign has 
been performed 
through them is 

evident...and we 
cannot deny it. 

17 But in order that 
it may spread no 

further among the 
people, let us warn 

them to speak no 
more to anyone in 

this name.” 18 So 
they called them and 

charged them not 
to speak or teach 

at all in the name of 
Jesus. 19 But Peter 

and John answered 
them, “Whether it is 
right in the sight of 

God to listen to you 
rather than to God, 

you must judge, 
20 for we cannot 

but speak of what 
we have seen and 

heard.”

I n	The apostles’ only claim to fame was from having been with Jesus. Have we been 
hanging out with Jesus? Do we remind others of him? Are pre-believers attracted 
to you and your church because they see Jesus in you? Does our life and witness 
manifest the aroma of Christ in every place? Or do we give off the stale odour of 
uncrucified flesh? Spend time communing with Jesus today and every day until 
his fragrance rubs off on you and begins to spread throughout your church and 
community. (2 CORINTHIANS 2:14) 

n	God is not against institutions but institutionalism, which takes many forms. In 
today’s passage, as it often happens in revival, the stakeholders of the last move of 
God (Judaism) oppose the pioneers of the new move of God (the Jesus Movement). 
Leaders, let us search our hearts. We have our fair share of church politics and 
conflicts. Often the real issue is not about who’s right or wrong. Or whose ideas 
are best. Or what’s the way forward. Rather, it’s an issue of control. Who calls the 
shots. Do we have a vested interest in preserving the status quo because it gives 
us prestige and security? Do we come unglued because great things happen 
on our turf without our involvement? Do we wag the protocol finger in order to 
silence dreamers and stifle initiatives that did not originate with us? When we act 
like that, Jesus weeps (LUKE 19:41–44). If the shoe fits, take it off. Fall on your face 
before God. Confess and repent. Cry your eyes out. Ask God to purify the inner 
you, the real you. Intercede for guardians of the status quo who are preserving the 
system for personal interests. Ask God to expose and eradicate all expressions 
of institutionalism that have a form of godliness with no spiritual power. Ask God 
to renew and revitalise all Christian institutions in Singapore.  

n	Pray: Lord Jesus, some of us are like the religious leaders in Acts. We go through 
the motions and put on a good show without the Holy Spirit. We are deeply 
ashamed. We repent. Cause us to love you so much that we will not tolerate 
anything that dishonours your name and distorts your Gospel. Such as: 

 Forgive us, Lord. Our piety is on ice. Defrost us. Discipline us. Deliver us from the 
religious spirit of self-importance. Renew us in the power of your Spirit. Set your 
Truth on fire deep within us—in our bones, in our belly. He sends forth his word 
and melts the ice. (PSALM 147:18 PARAPHRASED)

• Christianity without Christ 
• heaven without hell  
• salvation without surrender 
• form without substance 
• worship without reverence   
• service without love  

• forgiveness without repentance 
• truth without grace 
• faith without fire 
• prayer without passion   
• position without calling 
• charisma without character  
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n	To be a Church that changes the world, we must change our 

language. Confess the truth: Persecution is a kingdom norm. Jesus 
said: Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me (MATTHEW 5:11). 
Terror and persecution is on the rise in our region. We have been 
warned: Not if, but when. Whatever happens, pray for courage to 
submit to God and live the kingdom norm. Reject the spirit of self 
preservation that tempts us to break ranks and betray one another. 
Resolve to stand together, emerge stronger in unity and bolder in 
witness. Pray: Lord, grow our faith. Deepen our love for you, for one 
another, for Singapore. Grant us the grace to pass every test—so 
that future generations will be emboldened by our example. 

n	To be a Church that changes the world, we must appeal to the High 
Court of Heaven passionately and persistently. There’s a time and a 
place to sign petitions, fight our case in human courts, and engage the 
authorities in face-to-face dialogues, webchats, townhalls, forums, 
and the like. But if that’s all we do, we shortchange ourselves. We 
dishonour God. In matters big or small, personal or national, may 
prayer always be our first response, not our last resort! 

n	To be a Church that changes the world, we must recapture our 
vision of the God we worship. He is the Sovereign Lord who made 
heaven and earth (PSALM 124:8 NLT). He is the pre-eminent Lord of 
History who does according to his will among the host of heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his 
hand or say to him, ‘What have you done?’ (DANIEL 4:35). So, when 
China snubs Singapore, keep calm. Look up. God is our Heavenly 
Father who knows the plans he has for us—plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give us a future and a hope (JEREMIAH 29:11). So, 
when Lee Wei Ling and Lee Hsien Yang cast aspersions on Prime 
Minister, keep calm. Look up. God is a righteous judge. God opposes 
the proud but gives grace to the humble (JAMES 4:6). Worship him. 

n	To be a Church that changes the world, we must stand in solidarity 
with the Persecuted Church. About 215 million Christians experience 
high, very high or extreme persecution in places where it is most 
difficult to be a Christian (OPEN DOORS). The situation has grown to crisis 
levels… the equivalent of Christian genocide (FRANKLIN GRAHAM). Allow 
the Spirit to travail in you. Remember those who are being tortured, 
as though you yourselves were being tortured. (HEBREWS 13:3 NRSV)  

J U LY seismic prayer

ersecution is a gateway for the kingdom.

But persecution doesn’t make the Church grow. Jesus does. 
Some churches have been wiped out by persecution. It’s a 

church’s response to persecution that determines whether it flourishes 
or falters in the face of hostility. How did the Early Church respond to 
its first persecution? They responded prayerfully and prophetically.

First, they pray. Not as a last resort. And not for wisdom or protection. 
They ask for more boldness and power to continue witnessing in 
obedience to Acts 1:8 and in humble defiance of a Supreme Court ban 
on evangelism. (4:17–18) 

Second, they submit to God. They see his sovereign hand at work in 
the midst of and in spite of violent opposition. The enraged powers 
that killed Christ were simply fulfilling prophecy: to do whatever your 
hand and your plan had predestined to take place (:28). The Church 
appeals to the High Court of Heaven and makes its petition to the 
Sovereign Lord who made heaven and earth (:24). The Sanhedrin is not 
sovereign. God is.

Third, they resist the devil. As the prophetic community of the 
kingdom, they are able to distinguish between God’s plan and Satan’s 
schemes. God allowed the powers so much and no more! The 
believers know where to draw the line and they draw it clearly. They 
fight the right fight. They hold the ground that is threatened. They 
claim new ground besides: Lord, look upon their threats and grant to 
your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness... (:29) 

Fourth, they obey God rather than man. God answers their prayer 
for courage and power by filling them again with the Holy Spirit. The 
whole place is shaken. And they keep on speaking the Word with all 
boldness (:31).

Fifth, they close ranks and maintain the unity or koinonia of the Spirit. 
They don’t turn against each other in the heat of battle, as Satan 
would have it. The full number of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul (:32). With such unity comes great power and great 
grace. (:33) 

This is the kind of church that grows despite persecution. These are 
the qualities of a church that changes the world!

ACTS 4:23-33  
When they were 

released, [the 
apostles] went 
to their friends 

and reported 
what the chief 

priests and the 
elders had said 
to them. 24 And 

when they heard 
it, they lifted their 

voices together 
to God and said, 
“Sovereign Lord, 

who made the 
heaven and the 

earth and the sea 
and everything 
in them, 25 who 

through the 
mouth of our 

father David, your 
servant, said by 
the Holy Spirit, 

“‘Why did the 
Gentiles rage, and 
the peoples plot in 
vain? 26 The kings 

of the earth set 
themselves, and 

the rulers were 
gathered together, 

against the Lord 
and against his 

Anointed’— 27 

for truly in this 
city there were 

gathered together 
against your 
holy servant 

Jesus, whom you 
anointed, both 

Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with 
the Gentiles and 

the peoples of 
Israel,  

28 to do whatever 
your hand and 
your plan had 

P
predestined to 
take place. 29 And 
now, Lord, look 
upon their threats 
and grant to 
your servants to 
continue to speak 
your word with 
all boldness, 30 
while you stretch 
out your hand to 
heal, and signs 
and wonders 
are performed 
through the 
name of your 
holy servant 
Jesus.” 31 And 
when they had 
prayed, the place 
in which they 
were gathered 
together was 
shaken, and they 
were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit 
and continued 
to speak the 
word of God 
with boldness. 
32 Now the full 
number of those 
who believed 
were of one heart 
and soul, and 
no one said that 
any of the things 
that belonged 
to him was his 
own, but they 
had everything in 
common.  
33 And with 
great power the 
apostles were 
giving their 
testimony to the 
resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was 
upon them all.
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J U LY keeping koinonia  

hey had everything in common.

Sharing material goods was not compulsory in the Early 
Church. It was simply koinonia—a miracle with a difference. 

The word koinonia means community or fellowship. But it goes 
much deeper than that. It means having one heart and soul (ACTS 4:32). 
Koinonia is a heart-to-heart sharing of life together in the Spirit of God. 
Having all things in common is a natural outcome of koinonia, as the 
example of Barnabas shows.
His real name is Joseph. But the apostles call him Barnabas, which 
means son of encouragement (:36). He is one of the five central 
characters in Acts, alongside Peter, Stephen, Philip, and Paul. What 
is his profile? How is he a model of one who builds community and 
keeps the unity of the Spirit? In five ways:
Barnabas is a giver, not a taker. He sold a field that belonged to him, 
then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet (4:37). He keeps 
the koinonia of the Spirit by his generosity, while others threaten it by 
acting in greed and hypocrisy. (5:1-11) 
Barnabas is a door-opener, not a gatekeeper. When Saul of Tarsus is 
seen as a dark horse, Barnabas reaches out and connects him to the 
apostles in Jerusalem and later to the Antioch Church. (9:27; 11:25–26) 

Barnabas is a people-builder, not an empire-builder. He pastors the 
new disciples in Antioch and keeps that first Gentile church in close 
touch with the Jewish church in Jerusalem (11:22-30). Later on, he’ll part 
ways with Paul in order to give the young John Mark a second chance 
after he had blown his first one. (15:39) 

Barnabas is a servant-leader, not a dictator. He initially heads up the 
Gentile mission. But when Paul emerges as the new team leader, he 
humbly steps aside and plays second fiddle (13:13). This gives Paul the 
opportunity to develop his full potential as the Apostle to the Gentiles.

Barnabas is a model shepherd, not a hireling. No wonder they called 
him the son of encouragement. Without Barnabas, we may never have 
heard of Paul or Mark. And without Paul and Mark, our New Testament 
would be half its size.
Nowadays, everyone wants to be a Paul. But if we had more like 
Barnabas, we would also have more like Paul and Mark. Great people 
build people. Great people make others great.

ACTS 4:32-37  
Now the full 

number of those 
who believed 

were of one heart 
and soul, and 

no one said that 
any of the things 

that belonged 
to him was his 
own, but they 

had everything in 
common.  

33 And with great 
power the apostles 

were giving their 
testimony to the 

resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was 

upon them all.  
34 There was not 
a needy person 

among them, for 
as many as were 

owners of lands or 
houses sold them 

and brought the 
proceeds of what 

was sold  
35 and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and 

it was distributed 
to each as any 

had need. 36 Thus 
Joseph, who 

was also called 
by the apostles 

Barnabas (which 
means son of 

encouragement), 
a Levite, a native 

of Cyprus, 37 
sold a field that 

belonged to him 
and brought the 
money and laid 

it at the apostles’ 
feet.

T
n	Koinonia is community. A way of life that flows naturally from our relationship with 

Christ and being filled with the Spirit. Koinonia is radically opposed to consumeristic 
Christianity—the what’s in it for me mindset? Koinonia doesn’t ask what can my 
church do for me, but what can I do for my church? Reflect deeply. Are you in 
koinonia? Are you preserving and promoting the koinonia of the Spirit in your local 
church? Pray.

n	Revival is not a one-man show. Beware, if you want to be a superstar hogging the 
limelight, you will do more to hinder revival than promote it. Often the real movers 
and shakers are not the super high D-personalities on front-and-centre stage, but 
the lowly, unassuming disciples serving quietly in the shadows. Reflect again on the 
profile of Barnabas in today’s entry. Which of his traits describe you best? Which 
ones do you find most challenging? Whether you’re a senior leader, a second 
man, or a servant behind the scenes, ask God to make you a true Barnabas.

n	Who are the Barnabases in your life, past and present? Someone took a risk to 
give you a chance. Another walked out on a limb to give you a second chance and 
perhaps a third. Where would you be without these self-effacing servant-leaders? 
List your Barnabases. Thank God for each one. Pray for them by name. Ask God 
to enlarge their realm of influence. Most of all, honour them by paying it forward: 
be a Barnabas to someone else. Pray. Journal your commitment.

n	There is a great man who makes every man feel small. But the real great man is 
the man who makes every man feel great (GK CHESTERTON). Think about your church, 
campus, company, or community. Who are the people that desperately need an 
encourager? In other words, who are the Sauls and John Marks that God has 
brought into your life? Make a list. In the days and weeks ahead, avail yourself, 
first in prayer. And then, extend yourself. Lend a hand. Open a door. Share your 
platform. Spend some social capital. Link them with mentors you trust. Pray deeper. 
Ask the Lord what it means to lay down your life to make them great.  

n	Great pastors build people. Pastor Jack Hayford of the Church on the Way once 
said: We are not out to build a big church, but to build big people. The outcome? 
A big, bustling church pastored by a very wise Son of Encouragement. Bless your 
pastors and leaders today. Pray that God will use them mightily to grow great people 
to build his kingdom. Ask God to open their eyes to spot those who have been 
overlooked, underrated, sidelined, or written off for whatever reason. May those 
they help become sons and daughters of encouragement for their generation. A 
successful person finds the right place for himself. But a successful leader finds 
the right place for others. (JOHN C. MAXWELL)  
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J U LY breaking koinonia

here is no evil in the kingdom.

Unless you bring it with you. As Tolkien would say, Ananias 
and Sapphira brought their peril with them. While Barnabas 
sets the positive example of keeping the koinonia of the Spirit, 

Ananias and Sapphira set the negative example of breaking it.  

Up until now, everything in the Church has been just great: Great 
unity. Great power. Great growth. Great grace. Great generosity. But 
now, Ananias and Sapphira commit great sins that undermine the 
koinonia of the Spirit.
There was nothing essentially wrong with keeping a share of the 
money. Peter upholds the privilege of private ownership of both the 
property and the proceeds: While it remained unsold, did it not remain 
your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? (:4). What 
is it, then, that makes the sin of Ananias and Sapphira worthy of 
death? Three things:
First, they broke faith with God and community (:2-3). The Greek word 
for keep back  (:2) alludes to an ancestral sin that caused Israel’s 
humiliating defeat at Ai (JOSHUA 7:1). Achan’s looting at Jericho violated a 
sacred ban. What makes this sin so grave is that it interrupts Israel’s 
conquest of the Promised Land. Achan pays with his life.

Second, Ananias and Sapphira lied to God and refused to repent 
when they had the chance (ACTS 5:3-4, 8). They pretended to be more 
committed and more spiritual than they really were. God was not 
fooled. Nor was Peter.
Third, they put God to the test (:9). This is another ancestral sin that 
jeopardised Israel’s identity, mission, and destiny and caused an 
entire generation to die in the wilderness. (1 CORINTHIANS 10:9; NUMBERS 21:4–6) 

In repeating the sins of the fathers, therefore, Ananias and Sapphira 
undermine the identity, integrity, and mission of the Church. Like 
Achan, they pay with their lives. And great fear came upon the whole 
church. (ACTS 5:11) 
But hold on a minute. Many Christians do far worse things today than 
Ananias and Sapphira did. How come they don’t drop dead? Very 
simple. We’re running on low power. When revival comes, hypocrites 
beware! God will turn up the voltage. You don’t play with electricity. 
Don’t play with God. He’s good. But he’s not safe. (C.S. LEWIS) 

ACTS 5:1-11  
But a man named 
Ananias, with his 

wife Sapphira, 
sold a piece of 
property, 2 and 
with his wife’s 
knowledge he 
kept back for 

himself some of 
the proceeds and 

brought only a part 
of it and laid it at 

the apostles’ feet. 
3 But Peter said, 

“Ananias, why 
has Satan filled 
your heart to lie 

to the Holy Spirit 
and to keep back 

for yourself part 
of the proceeds 

of the land? 4 

While it remained 
unsold, did it not 

remain your own? 
And after it was 
sold, was it not 

at your disposal? 
Why is it that you 

have contrived 
this deed in your 
heart? You have 

not lied to man but 
to God.” 5 When 
Ananias heard 

these words, he 
fell down and 

breathed his last. 
And great fear 

came upon all who 
heard of it.  

6 The young men 
rose and wrapped 
him up and carried 
him out and buried 

him. 7 After an 
interval of about 
three hours his 

wife came in, not 

T
n	Every head bowed. Every eye closed. The preacher calls us to 

revival and the crucified life. You raise your hand. You run to the 
altar. But—is your all on the altar of sacrifice laid? Your heart does 
the Spirit control? Or do you give the impression of total surrender 
while secretly holding back? Do you make yourself appear more 
sincere and more spiritual than you really are? Have you brought 
your peril with you? You can fool yourself and others, but God 
is not fooled. Quit dabbling in the sins of pretense. Repent from 
every form of hypocrisy, before your private sin becomes a public 
scandal. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your 
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. (JAMES 4:8-9) 

n	Revival is like stripping the insulation off a high-voltage power 
line. God manifests his awesome holiness as a tangible and 
overwhelming force. The same power that cures some, kills others. 
And great fear seized the whole church and all who heard of these 
things (:11 NRSV). This is the first use of the word church in Acts. But 
where is the fear of the Lord in the Church today? Have we lost 
it? In public, we dance under flashing lights. We sing, we clap, we 
shout: Speak revival, prophesy like it is done. But in private, we sin, 
we snap, we savour porn like worldly people without a conscience. 
Is that you? Run to God for mercy: Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from 
your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. (PSALM 51:10-13) 

n	History is about His Story. Revisiting what God did in previous 
revivals is not nolstalgia, but humility: one generation commending 
God’s awesome works to another (PSALM 145:4-6). The year was 1949. 
God suddenly stepped out of heaven into the Hebrides of Scotland. 
People were gripped by the fear of God. Men laid prostrate in the 
streets crying out for mercy. One man was converted while walking 
in a field. He testified: So awful was the sense of God’s presence 
that even the grass beneath my feet and the rocks around me 
seemed to cry out ‘Flee to Christ for refuge!’ (SOURCE: OWEN MURPHY) 

 Pray for the holy fire of God’s presence to sweep our city, awakening 
the fear of the Lord in every heart. May the Church, refined by fire, 
be God’s holy instrument—winning souls, healing the sick, casting 
out demons, exposing charlatans and spiritual liars who refuse to 
repent. Consuming Fire, fan into flame a passion for your name! 

knowing what had 
happened. 8 And 
Peter said to her, 
“Tell me whether 
you sold the land 
for so much.” And 
she said, “Yes, 
for so much.” 9 
But Peter said to 
her, “How is it that 
you have agreed 
together to test 
the Spirit of the 
Lord? Behold, the 
feet of those who 
have buried your 
husband are at the 
door, and they will 
carry you out.”  
10 Immediately 
she fell down 
at his feet and 
breathed her last. 
When the young 
men came in they 
found her dead, 
and they carried 
her out and buried 
her beside her 
husband. 11 And 
great fear came 
upon the whole 
church and upon 
all who heard of 
these things.
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J U LY unceasing witness

n		Awesome! We have no gag rule in Singapore. Sharing our faith is a Fundamental 
Liberty protected by the Supreme Law of the Land. Article 15 of our Constitution 
says that every person has the right to profess and practise his religion and to 
propagate it. Begin your prayer today with happy thanksgiving for the freedom of 
religion we so enjoy. Ask God to forgive us for taking this for granted.   

n			Are we making the most of this freedom to profess, practise, and propagate our 
faith in our city? We are without excuse. There is nothing under heaven stopping 
us from filling Singapore with the wonderful teachings of Jesus. Some of us make 
an exclusive claim to being Spirit-filled. But where is the evidence? Pray the Truth 
until it rings loud and clear in your spirit: One, God did not give us Pentecost to 
satisfy our curiosity. Two, God did not give us the Holy Spirit as a trophy to show 
off, feel superior, and divide the Body. Three, the ultimate evidence of being filled 
with the Spirit is not tongues but witness. Sober up. Let us self-examine: Are we 
hiding our light under a bushel? What is holding us back? What are we afraid of? 
Are we ashamed of the Gospel? Don’t we care for family and friends who are lost 
without Jesus? Why should God bother to visit us in power if we are not interested 
in obeying Acts 1:8? Wake up! Demolish every excuse. Pray for holy zeal to win 
for the Lamb the reward of his suffering (THE MORAVIANS). Holy Spirit, fall afresh on us! 

n		Some Christians use the Maintenance of Religious Harmony Act as an excuse to 
be passive, thinking that it’s illegal to witness to people of other faiths. Not so. If 
anything, the Religious Harmony Act coaches us to witness in wise and winsome 
ways, without causing feelings of enmity, hatred, ill-will or hostility between different 
religious groups (MAINTENANCE OF RELIGIOUS HARMONY ACT, ARTICLE 8). Praise God for this just 
law that guarantees a level playing field for all faiths in Singapore. Will you make 
the most of every opportunity to profess and propagate your faith wisely to one and 
all, regardless of race, language or religion? Your winsome civility is contagious. 
Your fervent love for people fans the flame that fires up future generations to live 
that legacy: We cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard.

n		Keep it simple: If we were left to ourselves with the task of taking the gospel to 
the world, we would immediately begin planning innovative strategies and plotting 
elaborate schemes. We would organise conventions, develop programmes, and 
create foundations… But Jesus is so different from us. With the task of taking the 
gospel to the world, he wandered through the streets and byways… All he wanted 
was a few men who would think as he did, love as he did, see as he did, teach as 
he did and serve as he did. All he needed was to revolutionise the hearts of a few, 
and they would impact the world (DAVID PLATT). Will you let Jesus revolutionise your 
heart to live as he lived and love as he loved? That’s revival. Say Yes.

he Holy Spirit is a witnessing Spirit.

The apostles are filled with the Spirit. But the religious leaders 
are filled with jealousy. They arrest and imprison all the 

apostles. But an angel sets them free and orders them to go right on 
preaching the Gospel in the public square.

The high priest reprimands them: You have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching (:28). Wonderful! The first part of the Acts 1:8 mandate 
is fulfilled: you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem. Peter pleads guilty 
as charged and claims the Holy Spirit as his Accomplice: We are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit (:32). The apostles 
remain ever true to Acts 1:8, even in the face of a Supreme Court ban 
on evangelism. They keep on witnessing publically, not because they 
are rebellious, but because they are filled with the Spirit.

This time, they get off easy with a beating and a gag rule: stop 
preaching Jesus (:40). But instead of deterring them, the punishment 
and pain become an occasion for rejoicing and a stimulus for further 
obedience. Every day, in the temple and from house to house, they 
did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus. (:42) 
They did not cease! Persecution is a gateway for the kingdom. 
Opposition is an opportunity to testify for Christ. Jesus said: When 
they bring you before the...authorities, do not be anxious about how 
you should defend yourself or what you should say, for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say. (LUKE 12:11-12)  

Acts 1:8 is not an option. It’s the last command of Christ: You will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem...and to the end of the earth. But the 
incentive for witness is not merely a command, as important as that 
is. The unceasing witness of the apostles is a result of the indwelling 
Spirit of God.
The Spirit in us is a Spirit of missions (ROLLAND ALLEN). The ultimate 
evidence of being Spirit-filled in Acts is not tongues but witness. 
A Spirit-filled church is a witnessing church. The primary impulse 
for evangelism and missions is not a budget or a program. Not a 
conference or a committee. Not a flowchart or a timeline. It’s the 
presence and power of the Spirit of Truth in the hearts and on the lips 
of God’s anointed witnesses: We cannot stop speaking what we have 
seen and heard. (4:20) 

ACTS 5:27-42  
They set [the 

apostles] before 
the council. And 

the high priest 
questioned them,  

28 saying, “We 
strictly charged 

you not to teach 
in this name, yet 

here you have filled 
Jerusalem with 

your teaching....”  
29 But Peter and the 
apostles answered, 

“We must obey 
God rather than 

men. 30 The God of 
our fathers raised 
Jesus, whom you 

killed.... 31 God 
exalted him at his 

right hand... to give 
repentance to Israel 

and forgiveness 
of sins. 32 And we 
are witnesses to 

these things, and 
so is the Holy 

Spirit, whom God 
has given to those 

who obey him.” 
.... 40 ...they beat 

[the apostles] and 
charged them not 

to speak in the 
name of Jesus, and 

let them go.  
41 Then they left 

the presence of the 
council, rejoicing 

that they were 
counted worthy to 
suffer dishonor for 

the name. 42 And 
every day...they did 
not cease teaching 
and preaching that 
the Christ is Jesus.
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J U LY non-negotiables

he Church exists for all peoples.

It started with 120 Hebrews or Aramaic-speaking Jews. 
Then it converted thousands of Hellenists or Greek-speaking 

Jews. Imagine a large and growing church of both Chinese and 
English-speaking believers. Tensions naturally arise due to cultural 
differences. That’s what happens in Acts 6:1. The Hebrew widows are 
putting on weight. But the Hellenistic widows have a lean and hungry 
look.
How to solve this problem? Simple. Appoint new leaders to care for 
the widows. It’s not that the apostles are too atas to attend tables. 
They are servant-leaders like Jesus. They’ve been feeding the poor 
all along (2:45; 4:34–35). But the Church is growing so fast that they can no 
longer manage the distribution. And they will not allow this or anything 
else to displace the priority of prayer and preaching (6:2, 4). The story 
highlights three indispensable pillars of the Church that Jesus builds:

First, the ministry of prayer (:4). This includes corporate prayer (1:14, 2:42; 

3:1). The Early Church didn’t just have prayer meetings. They had a 
prayer ministry. This was not delegated to second-tier leadership. The 
top leaders took responsibility and set the example: we will devote 
ourselves to prayer. The Church is not the Church without prayer. My 
house shall be called a house of prayer. (Mark 11:17) 

The second pillar is the ministry of the Word (Acts 6:2-4). If those who are 
called to serve God’s Word are tied up serving tables, the Church will 
starve spiritually. Evangelism will wane. Early apostolic preaching was 
primarily to the lost. Most of the sermons in Acts are addressed to pre-
believers. But the apostles also consistently taught the believers (2:42). 
The Church is not the Church without the ministry of the Word to both 
believers and pre-believers.

A third pillar of the Church Jesus builds is the ministry to the poor. This 
cannot be neglected in the name of so-called spiritual duties. Nothing 
is more essential to worship than serving the needy in Jesus’ name 
(LUKE 4:18–19; MATTHEW 25:35–36). Sanctification is a communal affair. There is 
no holiness without social holiness. (JOHN WESLEY) 

If we forget the poor, neglect the Word, or cease to pray, we cease to 
be the Church that Jesus builds. Let the Church be the Church.

ACTS 6:1-4  
Now in these days 
when the disciples 

were increasing 
in number, a 
complaint by 

the Hellenists 
arose against the 

Hebrews because 
their widows 

were being 
neglected in the 

daily distribution. 
2 And the twelve 
summoned the 
full number of 

the disciples and 
said, “It is not right 

that we should 
give up preaching 

the word of God 
to serve tables. 

3 Therefore, 
brothers, pick out 
from among you 

seven men of 
good repute, full 

of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we 
will appoint to this 
duty. 4 But we will 
devote ourselves 

to prayer and to 
the ministry of the 

word.”

T n	 Most pastors in Singapore wear too many hats. Are we killing them with 
unreasonable expectations? Overworking them? Crushing them with administrative 
overload? Drawing them away from what they need to do most (pray) and what 
they ought to do best (preach)? Be kind. Be reasonable. Your pastor is not your 
messiah. He can’t do it all. Pray for him and your church.

n	 Are we neglecting the ministry of prayer? If there’s any part of church life that 
seems to be in trouble, it is the prayer meeting (GEORGE VERWER). Poorly led, miserably 
attended. Is this true of your church? Are you part of the problem? Senior Pastors 
and Elders, assess the situation. Is there a lack of prayer leadership? Your visible 
participation is crucial. Your example is essential. It signals to all that prayer is 
top priority. Will you cultivate and sustain a robust prayer life, both in private and 
in public? The coming revival must begin with a great revival of prayer. It is in the 
closet, with the door shut, that the sound of abundance of rain will first be heard. 
An increase of secret prayer with ministers will be the sure harbinger of blessing 
(ANDREW MURRAY). Beyond the prayer meeting, will you lead your people to grow a 
vibrant prayer ministry in your church, and let it evolve into a visionary, vigilant 
prayer movement impacting our city? Satan dreads nothing but prayer… He fears 
nothing from prayerless studies, prayerless work, prayerless religion. He laughs 
at our toil, he mocks our wisdom, but he trembles when we pray. (SAMUEL CHADWICK)   

n	 Are we neglecting the ministry of the Word? Preaching is a sacred calling. A 
sober responsibility. A God-ordained means of saving souls and sanctifying and 
strengthening the Church. A fascinating human craft and a supernatural event 
that requires the power of the Living God (MATT WOODLEY). Pray for pastors of our 
city to be mighty in Scripture, rightly handling the Word of God (ACTS 18:24-28, 2 TIMOTHY 

2:15). May they humbly say NO to all sorts of secondary chores so that they can 
give themselves fully to the ministry of the Word, hearing from God and speaking 
for God. Pray that whenever they stand to deliver, they will always bring a fresh 
Word from heaven that is anointed by the Spirit, true to Scripture—pure and 
unadulterated, without compromise.      

n	 Are we neglecting the ministry to the poor? It is common to think of poverty as 
referring to material or financial resources. But researchers say that the lack of 
social contact can be just as impoverishing. This is especially so for the elderly 
poor living in isolation due to family estrangement or when spouses die and 
the children are no longer around (CHANNEL NEWS ASIA, 13 MAY 2017). These vulnerable 
elderly long for someone to keep an eye out for them. Don’t leave it to the VWOs. 
Indifference is the essence of inhumanity (GEORGE BERNARD SHAW). Take initiative as 
one who cares. Befriend the isolated elderly near you. Visit them. Pray for them. 
Take them on outings. Be their best neighbour forever. Pray.
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J U LY divine democracy

n	Some gripes are legitimate. A church may have great spiritual dynamics, prayerful 
people, powerful preaching, and so on. But if we don’t get the fundamentals right at 
the institutional level, the church will not flourish. Ask God for wise and discerning 
leaders who listen deeply and consult widely. Those who can distinguish between 
pointless grumbling and constructive criticism. Those who know how to provide 
creative solutions that are as practical as they are spiritual. Pray for the healing 
of every breach with humility and discipline… pouring yourselves out for each 
other in acts of love, alert at noticing differences and quick at mending fences. 
(EPHESIANS 4:3 THE MESSAGE)  

n	Revival means work! When the church is bursting at the seams, when community 
outreach is booming, we need a larger leadership base. In anticipation, pray for a 
new generation of servant-leaders to emerge. The people-oriented type in touch 
with the ground. The purpose-driven type with the same core values. Selfless team 
players who meet the criteria set up by the Twelve and the Apostle Paul: Good 
reputation. Full of the Spirit. Full of wisdom. Above reproach. Sober-minded. Self-
controlled. Respectable. Hospitable. Lovers of good. Upright. Holy. Disciplined. 
Firm grasp of the Word. Able to teach sound doctrine and able to refute those 
who oppose it. Clear conscience. Tested and proven blameless. One spouse. 
Well-managed home. Submissive children. Respected by outsiders. Dignified. Not 
a novice. Not double-tongued. Not given to drink. Not greedy. Not arrogant. Not 
quick-tempered. Not a drunkard or violent (ACTS 6:3; 1 TIMOTHY 3:4-12; TITUS 1:6–9). Aspire 
to be a servant-leader with all of the above qualities. Quietly serve. Others will 
notice and release you to fulfill your full potential in God’s own good time. Pray.      

n	The Singapore Government’s model of leadership succession seems wiser 
and more spiritual than that of the Church in three ways: One, potential Prime 
Ministers are identified far in advance. Two, Prime Ministers have wisely refrained 
from picking their successors, allowing the next generation to choose their man. 
Three, former Prime Ministers remain in the Cabinet for a long time to mentor the 
next generation. Pray for the Singapore Church. Do we allow our people to have 
a say in the selection of new leaders? Are we afraid of losing control in case the 
people’s choice excludes our blue-eyed boys and yes-men? Will we designate 
younger leaders and prepare them well in advance without prematurely dismissing 
veterans whose season in ministry is far from over? Pray deep into these issues.

n	At the height of the charismatic renewal in the late 70s and 80s, some conservatives 
were suspicious. So they sat on the fence and looked askance. In love, pray for the 
old guard. Pray that they will not miss the coming revival. May they ride the crest 
of the wave, and be on the cutting edge of the Great Awakening and missionary 
movement from Singapore to the ends of the earth. 

hoose your leaders carefully.

The apostles didn’t choose the new leaders in Acts 6. The 
choice was made by the entire assembly of believers (:3, 6). 

There is a touch of divine democracy in the Church Jesus builds. The 
Hebrew apostles did not impose Hebrew leaders on the Hellenistic 
or Greek-speaking believers. They were sensitive and wise enough 
to surface Hellenistic leaders from their own community. The seven 
appointees all have Greek names. (:5)

What kind of leaders were they? While the apostles didn’t choose 
them, they certainly did set the criteria: pick out from among 
yourselves men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom (:3). 
The Greek word for pick out means to select after careful inspection 
or investigation. They’ve come a long way from casting lots. (ACTS 1:26)

Judging from the ministry of Stephen and Philip in Acts 6 through 8, 
these seven new leaders were not wet behind the ears. Most likely, 
they were already serving as wise and gifted leaders whose time had 
come. The apostles simply recognise and release them to realise 
their full potential. Apostolic authority is conferred on them through 
prayer and the laying on of hands. These are leaders you can respect 
and trust. They were not born on Tuesday and strutting the stage on 
Wednesday. 
This is the first appointment of new leaders after Pentecost. What 
were the practical results of this timely restructuring? Apart from 
widows being fed, there were three positive outcomes. First, the 
Word of God continued to spread. Second, the disciples continued to 
multiply. And third, a large number of priests embraced the Gospel. (:7) 

This third outcome is new and surprising. The priests were largely 
drawn from the Sadducees who had opposed the Jesus Movement 
from the start. They were not Hellenists, but Hebrews who served in 
the temple in Jerusalem. The Church, therefore, is breaking through 
formidable religious and cultural barriers. It has not only penetrated 
the Hellenists. It’s also sinking roots ever more deeply into its 
own native soil, the Hebrew community. Hebrews, Hellenists, and 
Sadducees are being evangelised. Continuity with Israel remains 
unbroken. A church revived breaks new ground without forsaking the 
old. The stage is now set for an unstoppable missionary movement to 
every people under heaven. 

ACTS 6:1-7 
 Now in these days 
when the disciples 
were increasing in 

number, a complaint 
by the Hellenists 

arose against the 
Hebrews because 
their widows were 
being neglected in 

the daily distribution. 
2 And the twelve 
summoned the 

full number of the 
disciples and said...  

3 “... brothers, pick 
out from among 

you seven men of 
good repute, full 
of the Spirit and 

of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to 

this duty.” ... 5 And 
what they said 

pleased the whole 
gathering, and they 

chose Stephen, 
a man full of faith 

and of the Holy 
Spirit, and Philip, 

and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Timon, 

and Parmenas, 
and Nicolaus, a 

proselyte of Antioch. 
6 These they set 

before the apostles, 
and they prayed and 

laid their hands on 
them. 7 And the word 

of God continued 
to increase, and 

the number of the 
disciples multiplied 

greatly in Jerusalem, 
and a great many of 
the priests became 

obedient to the faith.

C
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J U LY theological breakthroughs

n	Five centuries ago, Protestant Reformers defined the Church as the place where 
the Gospel is rightly taught and the sacraments are rightly administered (JOHN CALVIN |   

AUGSBURG CONFESSION ARTICLE 7). This is not incorrect, but incomplete and inward looking. 
No wonder it took us centuries to produce a worldwide missionary movement! 
Contrast this with the Apostolic definition of the Church: One Holy Catholic Apostolic 
Church. Catholic here doesn’t mean Roman Catholic but universal, inclusive of 
every tribe and tongue. Pray into the future: To be a revival generation of the 21st 
Century, we would do well to rediscover and live out this kingdom quality of the 
Church Jesus builds:

 LORD, make us One. That the world may believe (JOHN 17:21). Make us a unifying 
force in our society. As the power of Pentecost healed the breach between Jews, 
Samaritans, and Gentiles, use us to make peace between squabbling neighbours, 
rival ethnic groups, feuding religious factions, and warring nations in our world 
today. In private dialogue and in public diplomacy, give us words that are life-giving 
and wise. Make us your willing ambassadors this side of heaven.   

 LORD, make us Holy. Cleanse us from the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life (1 JOHN 2:16). From generation to generation, we desire to be a 
sanctifying force that spreads salt and light in Singapore and beyond. Make our 
holiness, not repulsive and obnoxious, but attractive and contagious to outsiders.

 LORD, make us Catholic. Turn our hearts towards ethnic communities in our city 
and region that are still outside your Family, lost without Christ. Stir our will to 
obey your Great Commission and multiply disciple-making churches among the 
unreached peoples in Singapore, Asia, and the world. (MATTHEW 28:19; REVELATION 5:9; 7:9) 

 LORD, make us Apostolic. Empower us by your Spirit to extend the blessing of 
Abraham to all the peoples of the earth (GENESIS 12:3). Make us like Joseph, a fruitful 
bough by a spring whose branches run over the wall (GENESIS 49:22). Breathe on us 
as you did on your disciples saying: As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you (JOHN 20:21–22). Here we are, Lord. Send us. Bend us. Spend us. For the 
sake of the unreached and the unblessed. (GALATIANS 3:8)  

n	We’ve been told that when the Church was weak, God raised up mission agencies. 
But now the Church is strong, so we don’t need mission agencies anymore. Is this 
a theological breakthrough or a barrier? Think about it. Was the Antioch Church 
weak when it gave birth to the Spirit-directed mission team that dominates the 
second half of the Acts narrative? Was the Church weak when, as a result of the 
Great Awakenings, it launched thousands of mission agencies on both sides of 
the Atlantic until the Protestant movement exploded with missions? Do we need 
to revise our theology to include both sending churches and sending agencies as 
normative expressions of the Church Jesus builds? Reflect deeply. Pray earnestly.

heology matters.

Stephen’s speech is the longest in Acts and the most 
theological. It’s the first Christian critique of Judaism. For 

example: God is bigger than your religious institutions. Revelation and 
access to God are not confined to the temple and the Holy Land (ACTS 

7:2, 9, 16). God does not dwell in man-made buildings (:48). The mobile 
tabernacle is a truer reflection of Israel’s calling than the stationary 
temple in Jerusalem (:44, 46). And much more.
Thus Stephen laid theological foundations for the Gentile mission that 
begins in Acts and continues to this day. It’s no accident that a young 
theologian named Saul was listening. What Stephen started, Saul 
continues to the ends of the earth and, through his legacy and letters, 
to the end of the age. All this illustrates a fundamental principle of 
revival: Renewal and missionary movements are fuelled by fresh 
theological breakthroughs. (PAUL PIERSON)

500 years ago, Martin Luther made history when he nailed his 
95 theses on a chapel door. The explosive ideas that launched 
the Protestant Reformation include the following: The Bible is the 
ultimate foundation of all Christian belief and practice. The Bible and 
all preaching...should be in the everyday language of the people. 
Salvation is a free, unmerited gift of God, received by faith. There is 
no fundamental distinction between clergy and laity. (ALISTER MCGRATH) 

Theology, therefore, can make or break revivals and missionary 
movements. The Reformation itself, for example, took nearly 300 
years to produce a global missionary movement. Why? No theology 
of mission! And no mission agencies. The early Protestants believed 
that the Great Commission applied only to the apostles and was no 
longer binding. And the Reformers rejected the monastic orders that 
had served as the mission agencies of the Catholic Church for a 
thousand years, as they still do.
It was left to thinkers of later generations to articulate fresh 
theological insights that would catalyse the global Protestant 
missionary movement. What Stephen and Paul did in the first century, 
the Moravians, the Wesleys, Jonathan Edwards, William Carey and 
others did in the 18th and 19th centuries, until the Protestant Church 
exploded with missions. 
Theology matters. Evaluate yours.

ACTS 6:8-10  
And Stephen, full of 

grace and power, 
was doing great 

wonders and signs 
among the people.  

9 Then some 
of those who 

belonged to the 
synagogue of the 

Freedmen...and of 
the Cyrenians, and 

of the Alexandrians, 
and of those 

from Cilicia and 
Asia, rose up and 

disputed with 
Stephen. 10 But they 
could not withstand 
the wisdom and the 
Spirit with which he 

was speaking.

ACTS 7:54–8:1a  
Now when they 

heard [Stephen’s 
speech] they were 
enraged, and they 
ground their teeth 

at him.... 58 Then 
they cast him out 

of the city and 
stoned him. And the 
witnesses laid down 

their garments at 
the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 

59 And as they were 
stoning Stephen, 

he called out, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” 60 And falling 
to his knees he 

cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against 

them.” And when 
he had said this, he 

fell asleep. 8:1a And 
Saul approved of 

his execution.

T
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J U LY church under fire

on’t be naïve.

Many Christians assume that persecution unites the church 
and makes it grow. But truth be told, persecution can destroy 

a church that is out of order. Back in the seventh century, for example, 
North Africa was the most Christianised part of the world. But most of 
the churches there disappeared under the Arab conquest. Want to know 
why?
It was mostly for internal reasons: Complacency and corruption. Rivalry 
and division. More reliance on the institution than the leading of the 
Spirit. Lack of evangelistic zeal. And loss of missionary vision. Church 
history clearly teaches us that when Christians lose their missionary 
vision, it is the beginning of the decline of the church (BONG RING RO). 
Lessons learned:
• Persecution doesn’t awaken a sleeping church. Churches that sleep in 
times of peace will hibernate in times of persecution.

• Persecution doesn’t unite a divided church. A church divided when all 
is well will be dismembered by persecution. Christians will betray each 
other to death. (MARK 9:12) 
• Persecution doesn’t make the church obedient. Churches that disobey 
in the absence of persecution will apostatise during persecution.
• Persecution doesn’t make the church grow. Churches that don’t 
evangelise when it is perfectly legal to do so will hide their light under a 
basket during persecution.
On the other hand, Acts 8:1-4 is a snapshot of the kind of church that 
flourishes in a hostile environment. In a rage of religious hatred, Saul 
helms the greatest persecution of the Church so far. Disciples who 
have borne faithful witness in Jerusalem are now scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria. And what do they do? Play safe? Hide their light? 
Bury their talents? No. Luke says, those who were scattered went about 
preaching the word (:4). Witness spreads like wildfire from Jerusalem to 
Judea and Samaria, all according to the divine plan of Acts 1:8.
It was not persecution, therefore, but persistent prayer, seamless 
unity, and steadfast obedience to Acts 1:8 that made the Early Church 
an unstoppable force against the gates of hell. So don’t pray for 
persecution. Just love and obey Jesus. Bear witness to him boldly and 
openly. Let him build his Church.

ACTS 8:1-4  
And Saul 

approved of 
[Stephen’s] 

execution. And 
there arose on 

that day a great 
persecution 

against the church 
in Jerusalem, 

and they were 
all scattered 

throughout 
the regions 

of Judea and 
Samaria, except 

the apostles. 
2 Devout men 

buried Stephen 
and made great 

lamentation over 
him. 3 But Saul 

was ravaging 
the church, and 
entering house 
after house, he 

dragged off men 
and women and 
committed them  

to prison.  
4 Now those who 

were scattered 
went about 

preaching the 
word.

D n	Is our house in order? United we stand, divided we fall. How united is the Body of 
Christ in Singapore? Two decades ago, we were mostly self-absorbed, parochial, 
competitive, and quarrelsome. Today, we’re coming closer together, making noble 
efforts to stay united in spirit and purpose. Thank God for humble and mature 
city elders who lead by example. Our unity is not perfect, but precious. More can 
be done, especially among local church pastors. Dallas Willard wrote: The most 
important task we have, especially for those in church leadership, is to pray for 
the success of our neighbouring churches. When we pray, genuinely pray, for the 
success of the churches that are in our proximity, we are breaking the narrative of 
selfishness and entering into the mind of God, who is also praying for the success 
of those churches. This practice puts us in sync with the kingdom of God. Turn 
this sharp insight into strong intercession.     

n	Is our house in order? Towards SG100, Singapore needs a strong Church, an 
exceptional Church that is faithful, fearless, fruitful, and flourishing in revival. Our 
enemy is neither atheism, nor secularism, nor Islam, nor any other religion, nor 
western liberal ideologies, and not even the sexual revolution. As usual, the greatest 
threat is internal: complacency and contentment with the status quo. We have it 
so good here, we have been lulled into the illusion that we have arrived. Ask God 
for divine discontent. Pray for zeal  —the opposite of complacency—to wreck the 
status quo. Zeal is like a flame that brings a pot to a boil—it causes our affections 
for God to come to a boil so that we pursue what delights him and fight against 
what dishonours him (TIM CHALLIES). Zeal for your house consumes me. (PSALM 69:9 NIV)   

n	Is our house in order? Are we passionate about winning souls? There’s no greater 
cause! The king of England once asked William Booth, founder of the Salvation 
Army: What is the ruling force of your life? Booth replied: Sir, some men’s passion 
is for gold. Other men’s passion is for fame. But my passion is for souls! John 
Knox prayed daily: Lord, give me Scotland or I die! When his wife urged him to 
get some rest, he replied: How can I sleep when my land is not saved? Let us 
search our hearts. What keeps us awake at night? How often do we fall on our 
knees and weep for lost souls? The spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions. The 
nearer we get to him, the more intensely missionary we become (HENRY MARTYN). 
Pray: Lord, forgive us. We are more excited about movies than missions. We love 
to sing, break my heart for what breaks yours, everything I am, for your kingdom’s 
cause. But deep inside, we know we don’t mean it. We have been casual towards 
your Acts 1:8 mandate. We are sorry. Revive us again. Ignite in us a fiery love for 
you that translates into an all-consuming passion for souls. Possess us with an 
evangelistic zeal and the unwavering conviction that the vilest offender who truly 
believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon receives! (FANNY CROSBY)
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here is power on the periphery.

You may be surprised to learn this historical fact: Revivals and 
missionary movements almost always start on the fringe of 

the established church (PAUL PIERSON). They seldom start at the centre. 
Philip, for example, is not one of the Twelve. Neither are Paul and 
Barnabas. Yet these become the greatest named missionaries in Acts. 
Many others remain anonymous: those who were scattered went about 
preaching the word. (8:4) 

This is not a critique of the church’s hierarchy. The apostles are not so 
small and insecure as to snub initiatives that don’t come from them. 
For example, as soon as they hear of new movements in Samaria and 
later in Antioch, they weigh in, lending their authority and counsel. That 
is how it should be. The periphery impacts the centre. And the centre 
empowers and guides the periphery. That’s what happens in Acts. 
That’s what happens in revival.
Although Philip is not one of the Twelve, he is the first missionary in 
Acts and the first to reach an unreached people group, the Samaritans. 
What do the apostles do when they hear about it? Reel him in and 
ask who gave him permission? Pour cold water on the fire? No. They 
immediately send Peter and John to fan the flame. (ACTS 8:14–15) 

The periphery principle is biblical. God chooses the lowly and despised 
to showcase his wisdom and shame the strong (1 CORINTHIANS 1:27). Other 
biblical and historical figures who started on the periphery include 
Joseph, Moses, Gideon, Ruth, David, Elijah, Saint Patrick, Saint 
Francis, John Wesley, George Whitefield, William Carey, William 
Seymour, and countless others. And don’t forget Jesus, who hailed 
from an obscure village from which nothing good was to be expected. 
(JOHN 1:46) 
The periphery principle is liberating. Think about the unnumbered 
healings that happen when people touch the helm of Jesus’ garment. 
He has to ask: Who touched me? And when he finds out, he gives 
his blessing. So it is with the Body of Christ. Spiritual power is not 
limited to the head and the hands, meaning the leadership and the 
staff. Power flows out to the fringe undiminished, touching folk who 
otherwise may never meet a Reverend. You may not be a Bishop or a 
Pastor. Never mind. Stay on the edge with Jesus. There is no limit to 
what can happen at the helm of his garment.

ACTS 8:4-12  
Now those who 
were scattered 

went about 
preaching the 

word. 5 Philip went 
down to the city 
of Samaria and 

proclaimed to 
them the Christ. 

6 And the crowds 
with one accord 
paid attention to 
what was being 

said by Philip, 
when they heard 
him and saw the 

signs that he did. 
7 For unclean 
spirits, crying 

out with a loud 
voice, came out 

of many who 
had them, and 

many who were 
paralyzed or lame 
were healed. 8 So 

there was much 
joy in that city… 

12 ...when they 
believed Philip as 

he preached good 
news about the 
kingdom of God 
and the name of 

Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, 
both men and 

women.

T n	William Seymour was a man on the periphery: a half-blind son of freed slaves, a 
rejected preacher, and a small-church pastor. Yet God chose him to be the catalyst 
for the Azusa Street Revival which birthed the Pentecostal Movement, the fastest 
growing segment of Christianity today! Seymour’s humility was legendary, as his 
contemporaries vouch: He is the meekest man I ever met. He walks and talks with 
God. His power is in his weakness. He seems to maintain a helpless dependence 
on God and is as simple-hearted as a little child. And at the same time is so filled 
with God that you feel the love and power every time you get near him (WILLIAM 

DURHAM). Are you moved? Turn this story into a deep cry for revival. Where are the 
William Seymours of the 21st century? Many are on the periphery, shunning the 
razzle-dazzle. Rejoice, our God will pick the humble, hungry, holy, harnessed, and 
hidden. He esteems the broken and contrite, the selfless and surrendered. Pray.

n	Forty-five years ago, a handful of ACS boys eagerly sought God for a deeper 
spirituality and a more authentic faith. They met often in the school clock tower 
to pray for three things: revival, holiness, and world missions. The Holy Spirit 
moved in unprecedented ways. Momentum grew. The fire spread to other schools 
and churches. No one was more surprised than these boys at the outcome: 
the charismatic renewal of the 1970s and 1980s—the most amazing phase of 
Singapore’s church history to date. Revival swept the city. Heavy rain fell. Multitudes 
turned to Christ. New churches and new ministries sprouted, forever changing our 
spiritual landscape (LAWRENCE KHONG). Are you inspired? Dear young ones on the 
periphery, let this amazing snippet of our history spark in you a blazing heart for 
genuine, God-sent revival. Those at the centre may not even know you exist. You 
may not have any spiritual lineage to boast about. But you have Jesus and that’s 
more than enough. Gather your peers to watch and pray—frequently, expectantly—
for revival, holiness, and world missions. Come, Holy Spirit!  

n	Let a thousand flowers bloom! In revival, God works suddenly and surprisingly. New 
movements spring up everywhere. It can really get messy and disorienting. When 
this happens, pray that our leaders will pay attention to the fringe, wisely discern, 
and weigh in. As long as the new moves are not unbiblical, illegal, or immoral, 
may all respond with thanksgiving, not tantrums; in faith, not fear; in charity, not 
control; in delight, not disdain. Pray for great synergy between the centre and the 
periphery, fulfilling everything God intends—beyond our wildest imagination. Amen!

n	Pope Francis is big on the theology of the periphery: great revolutions and changes 
in history are realised when reality is seen from the periphery rather than from the 
centre. It is by walking the walk of the periphery with the people of the periphery 
that we get acquainted with reality (INES MURZAKU). May we move from the centre to 
society’s edges. May a thousand ground-up initiatives bloom for God’s glory! 
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J U LY magic and miracles

Simony refers to the buying or selling of church offices or 
powers. The name is taken from Simon Magus (ACTS 8:18) who 
tried to buy the power of conferring the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
Simony was said to have become widespread in Europe in 
the 10th to 11th century, as promotions to the priesthood were 
bestowed by monarchs and nobles, often in exchange for oaths 
of loyalty (WWW.SESLISOZLUK.NET). Thank God, we have no known 
cases of this corrupt practice in Singapore! But soft simony 
abounds. That is, the sin of seeking spiritual power for its own 
sake and for self glory when your heart is not right with God. (:21) 

n	God forbid! We go round joining all sorts of power queues, 
seeking new anointings, special impartations, prophetic 
words, manifestations, and so on. Our God wants to touch us, 
but all for one overriding reason: to change us from the inside 
out so that we may change our world. Repent of soft simony: 
(1) The lust for spiritual gifts without spiritual discipline. (2) The 
lust for power encounters without an exclusive allegiance to 
Jesus (:13, 18-19). (3) The lust for name and fame without any 
interest in conforming our lives to the image of Christ. Repent 
of elevating the authority of experience over the authority of 
Scripture (JOHN MACARTHUR). Repent of hidden motives that seek 
human glory instead of God’s glory (:21-23). Renounce and 
resist the deceptive idea that we can enjoy the pleasures of 
sin without reaping the consequences of sin. (:24) 

n	God forbid! Like Simon the Magician, some of us may even 
use revival—when it comes—to brand ourselves and boost 
our profile in Church and society. Turn yourself over to God. 
Plead with him to deliver you from this shameful and evil 
ambition.

n	God forbid! Ask God to mercifully safeguard Singapore from 
all the drama and bizarre extremes which have plagued the 
charismatic movement and brought it into great disrepute 
worldwide. In the authority of Jesus’ name, close our city 
gates to false prophets, false teachers, fake healers, and 
fraudulent evangelists. Cast down the seductive lies of the 
name-it-claim-it prosperity gospel. Reject the materialistic 
give-to-get absurdity of seed faith theology. (JOHN MACARTHUR)

he Great Simon lost his charm.

The Guru of Samaria held the crowds under his spell. But 
then came Philip, preaching Christ with amazing signs and 

wonders. Suddenly the crowds shifted their allegiance to Jesus. 
And when Simon saw the source of Philip’s power being transmitted 
through the laying on of hands, he was impressed. This was no 
sleight of hand. Simon’s quick eye saw an opportunity to recover his 
charisma with the crowds. He offered the apostles money for power—
the power to impart the Spirit. (ACTS 8:17-19) 
Simon saw the wonders of God. He was fascinated along with 
everyone else. He believed and was baptised (:6-7, 13). But sadly, 
like millions of Christians today, he did not give his whole-hearted 
affection and allegiance to Jesus. Like Ananias and Sapphira, 
he went through the motions of commitment while holding back 
something for himself.
Like many of us today, Simon’s heart is not right before God (:21). He 
craves charisma without character. He pursues spiritual gifts without 
spiritual discipline. He’s a spiritual capitalist. He bids for the baptism 
of the Spirit as an investment rather than a means of personal 
transformation (:18-19). Peter rebukes him: To hell with you and your 
money (:20 J.B. PHILLIPS BIBLE). Sorry if the translation offends you. But this 
is the meaning of the Greek text. (JAMES DUNN)

Spooked by the harsh rebuke, Simon asks for prayer: Pray for me 
to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me 
(:24). Pay close attention to this prayer request. Simon wants a change 
of fate without a change of heart (:21). Sound familiar? This is the 
same old ticket-to-heaven heresy that has taken hold in America and 
Singapore today. In other words, pray that I might enjoy the pleasure 
of sin without the punishment of sin.
It’s a wonder that Simon didn’t drop dead like Ananias and Sapphira. 
But legend has it that his eventual death was stranger than theirs. 
The Great Simon, as he saw himself, dared his disciples to bury him 
alive, claiming that he would rise again on the third day. He’s still 
there. Another source says he dived off a tall building, claiming he 
could fly. It didn’t work. 

Christians, take heed. No magic or miracle can release us from the 
chains of wickedness if we do not repent. (:22-23) 

ACTS 8:5-24  
Philip went down to 
the city of Samaria 
and proclaimed to 

them the Christ.  
6 And the crowds 

with one accord paid 
attention to what 

was being said by 
Philip, when they 

heard him and saw 
the signs that he did. 
7 For unclean spirits, 

crying out with a 
loud voice, came out 

of many who had 
them, and many who 

were paralyzed or 
lame were healed. 8 
So there was much 

joy in that city.  
9 But there was a 

man named Simon, 
who had previously 

practiced magic 
in the city and 

amazed the people 
of Samaria, saying 
that he himself was 

somebody great. 
10 They all paid 

attention to him, 
from the least to the 

greatest, saying, 
“This man is the 

power of God that is 
called Great.” 11 And 

they paid attention 
to him because 

for a long time he 
had amazed them 

with his magic. 
12 But when they 

believed Philip as he 
preached good news 
about the kingdom of 

God and the name 
of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both 
men and women. 13 

Even Simon himself 
believed, and after

T
being baptized he 
continued with Philip. 
And seeing signs 
and great miracles 
performed, he was 
amazed. 14 Now 
when the apostles at 
Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received 
the word of God, they 
sent to them Peter and 
John, 15 who came down 
and prayed for them 
that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit....  
17 Then they laid their 
hands on them and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 
18 Now when Simon 
saw that the Spirit was 
given through the laying 
on of the apostles’ 
hands, he offered them 
money, 19 saying, “Give 
me this power also, so 
that anyone on whom 
I lay my hands may 
receive the Holy Spirit.” 
20 But Peter said to him, 
“May your silver perish 
with you, because 
you thought you could 
obtain the gift of God 
with money!  
21 You have neither part 
nor lot in this matter, 
for your heart is not 
right before God. 22 
Repent, therefore, of 
this wickedness of 
yours, and pray to the 
Lord that, if possible, 
the intent of your heart 
may be forgiven you.... 
24 And Simon answered, 
“Pray for me to the Lord, 
that nothing of what you 
have said may come 
upon me.”
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hat is an Evangelist?

The word means proclaimer of good news. There are 
many evangelists in the New Testament. But there is 

only one person in the whole Bible who actually bears that title. He is 
Philip the Evangelist who was one of the seven (ACTS 21:8). What’s his 
profile? What can we learn from him about evangelism? Five things:

First, Philip has ears that listen (8:26, 29). He is quick to hear and 
quick to heed the angel’s orders. Here he is, at the centre of a mass 
evangelism rally. The Samaritans are eating from his hands (:6). But 
suddenly from heaven, God’s angel dispatches him to a lonely desert 
road with no reason given (:26). Philip exits the limelight and heads for 
obscurity, with no clue what to expect, and no questions asked.

Second, Philip has feet that run (:30). When the Holy Spirit told him 
to board an Ethiopian’s chariot, Philip ran up to it (8:30). When was 
the last time you ran for a bus or a train in order the catch up with 
one lone seeker? Philip is just as happy and effective and faithful 
witnessing to one person as to a packed-out Sports Hub. Are you?

Third, Philip speaks the right words at the right time. Verse 35 says 
he opened his mouth. This phrase, obscured in some translations, is 
a biblical way of introducing solemn or Spirit-inspired speech (MATTHEW 

5:2; ACTS 8:35; 10:34; 18:14). Beginning with the Ethiopian’s question, Philip 
preaches Jesus to him (:34-35). How can the Spirit inspire our witness if 
we never open our mouths to share the Gospel?

Fourth, after baptising the Ethiopian, Philip returns to the open road. 
He’s no longer driven by persecution. Now he’s hijacked by the Holy 
Spirit to Azotus. From there, he goes north, evangelising all the towns 
up to Caesarea (8:40). Meanwhile, the Gospel goes south to Ethiopia in 
a chariot. Hint: Acts 1:8.

Finally, Philip was a faithful father and family man. Some children 
go astray no matter what you do. But there is reason to believe that 
Philip didn’t neglect his family for the sake of the ministry. Twenty 
years on, we find him in Caesarea with four prophesying daughters 
(21:9).

What does it profit a man if he wins the world to Christ but loses his 
children to the world?

ACTS 8:26-40  
Now an angel of the 

Lord said to Philip, 
“Rise and go toward 

the south to the 
road that goes down 

from Jerusalem 
to Gaza.” This is 

a desert place. 
27And he rose and 

went. And there 
was an Ethiopian, 
a eunuch, a court 

official of Candace, 
queen of the 

Ethiopians, who 
was in charge of 
all her treasure. 

He had come 
to Jerusalem to 

worship 28 and was 
returning, seated 

in his chariot, and 
he was reading 

the prophet Isaiah. 
29 And the Spirit 

said to Philip, “Go 
over and join this 

chariot.” 30 So Philip 
ran to him and 

heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet 

and asked, “Do you 
understand what 

you are reading?” 
31 And he said, 

“How can I, unless 
someone guides 

me?” And he invited 
Philip to come up 

and sit with him. 32 

Now the passage 
of the Scripture that 
he was reading was 

this: “Like a sheep 
he was led to the 
slaughter and like 
a lamb before its 
shearer is silent, 
so he opens not. 

his mouth. 33 In his 
humiliation

W
justice was 
denied him. Who 
can describe his 
generation? For his 
life is taken away 
from the earth.”  
34 And the eunuch 
said to Philip, 
“About whom, I 
ask you, does the 
prophet say this, 
about himself or 
about someone 
else?” 35 Then Philip 
opened his mouth, 
and beginning with 
this Scripture he 
told him the good 
news about Jesus. 
36 And as they were 
going along the 
road they came to 
some water, and the 
eunuch said, “See, 
here is water! What 
prevents me from 
being baptized?”  
38 And he 
commanded the 
chariot to stop, 
and they both 
went down into the 
water, Philip and 
the eunuch, and he 
baptized him. 39 And 
when they came up 
out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord 
carried Philip away, 
and the eunuch 
saw him no more, 
and went on his 
way rejoicing. 40 But 
Philip found himself 
at Azotus, and as 
he passed through 
he preached the 
gospel to all the 
towns until he came 
to Caesarea.

n	Memorise and pray the Word: Jesus said to them, “My food is to 
do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do 
you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? 
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white 
for harvest.36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and 
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another 
reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour. Others 
have laboured, and you have entered into their labour.” 

n	Gear up! After years of sowing, our city is ripe for harvest. Mass 
evangelism is good, especially when the Body of Christ unites to 
harvest a whole new generation of born-again believers. Yet it 
would be so much more effective if each of us would play our part 
as everyday evangelists everywhere! Pray that we will all be well 
versed and fluent in sharing the Gospel. That we will rediscover 
the simple joy of personal evangelism. That we will recover the art 
of one-to-one witness. That we will slow down for good old lim kopi 
jiak roti moments with pre-believers. Relational. Unhurried. And 
just one simple script: the good old story of Jesus and his love! 

n	The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the LORD has made them 
both (PROVERBS 20:12). Tune in to Jesus, the perfect coordinator of 
harvest times. He always has the right person in the right place 
at the right time to do the right thing in the right way to fulfil his 
will. Pray: Speak Lord, I am listening. I am willing. Make me a 
fisher of men, a proclaimer of Good News. News I’m most proud 
to proclaim, this extraordinary Message of God’s powerful plan 
to rescue everyone who trusts him (ROMANS 1:16 THE MESSAGE). Fill my 
schedule with divine appointments. Anywhere you take me, I will 
follow. Whatever you say, I will do. Upend my schedule. Hijack my 
itinerary. Throw me into the unconventional and unfamiliar, if need 
be—just to win that one lost soul whom you love.

n	Philip the Evangelist was a faithful father and family man. As 
we reach out to the lost, may we never neglect Family and 
Home. Success in ministry can never compensate for failure in 
family. Achievement in public life is meaningless if home life is in 
shambles. Strong words. Sound counsel. A pearl of wisdom for 
keeps (FACEBOOK POST BY A MISSIONARY). May our families be shining 
testimonies, attracting seekers to Jesus.  
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J U LY

e know him as Paul.

That’s his Roman name. But he was raised as Saul, a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews and a Pharisee of the Pharisees. 

He was educated in Jerusalem at the feet of Gamaliel, one of Israel’s 
most brilliant and beloved rabbis. (ACTS 22:3) 

It was said by the Jews: When Rabban Gamaliel died, the glory of 
the Law ceased and purity and abstinence died (MISHNAH). It was this 
same Gamaliel who persuaded the Sanhedrin not to kill the Apostles 
of Christ (5:33–39). Where would the Church be today, if not for this fair-
minded Pharisee and his most famous disciple?

Gamaliel’s star pupil was on his way to becoming a great rabbi. But 
Saul did not share his teacher’s temperament. We first meet him in 
Jerusalem, where he presides over the execution of Stephen. And 
now, in a rage of religious hatred, he’s hot on the heels of disciples 
fleeing his persecution. But suddenly from heaven, a blinding light 
brings him down to earth. Humiliated and helpless, Saul meets his 
Master: I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. (9:1-9) 

God is faster than broadband and smarter than GPS. He works on 
both ends of the conversion process (:10-19). While Saul is praying in 
Damascus, he has a vision of a disciple named Ananias. At the same 
time, Ananias has a vision of Saul, including his location, a street 
called Straight, or Derb el-Mustaqim, as it is known today in the Old 
City of Damascus. The Gospel Positioning System never fails.

But Ananias was reluctant to follow the route. He knew why Saul 
was in town. To arrest disciples! (:13–14). But the Lord assured him that 
Saul was his chosen instrument to carry his name before Gentiles, 
kings, and Jews (:15). Through the obedience of Ananias, Saul is filled 
with the Spirit and healed of blindness. And within days, instead of 
arresting Christians, Saul is out preaching Christ in the synagogues of 
Damascus. The witnessing Spirit of Acts 1:8 turns a fierce persecutor 
into a fiery propagator of the faith. (:17-22) 

Obedience brings persecution. The Jews plotted to kill Saul. But his 
disciples bundled him to safety in a sturdy basket (:23-25). There is a 
time to stand firm and bear witness unto death, as Stephen did. But 
there is also a time to run away (MATTHEW 10:23). He who preaches and 
runs away lives to preach another day. It is no shame to preach and 
run. But shame on us if we don’t preach the Gospel in the first place.

ACTS 9:1-23 
But Saul, still 

breathing threats 
and murder against 
the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the 
high priest 2 and 

asked him for letters 
to the synagogues 

at Damascus, so 
that if he found 

any belonging to 
the Way, men or 

women, he might 
bring them bound 

to Jerusalem. 3 Now 
as he went on his 

way, he approached 
Damascus, and 
suddenly a light 

from heaven shone 
around him.  

4 And falling to the 
ground, he heard a 

voice saying to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why 

are you persecuting 
me?” 5 And he said, 

“Who are you, 
Lord?” And he said, 
“I am Jesus, whom 

you are persecuting. 
6 But rise and enter 

the city, and you will 
be told what you are 
to do.”…8 Saul rose 

from the ground, 
and although his 

eyes were opened, 
he saw nothing. So 
they led him by the 
hand and brought 

him into Damascus. 
9 And for three days 

he was without sight, 
and neither ate nor 
drank. 10 Now there 

was a disciple at 
Damascus named 
Ananias. The Lord 

said to him in a 
vision, “Ananias.” 

W
gospel positioning system

And he said, “Here 
I am, Lord.” 11 And 
the Lord said to him, 
“Rise and go to the 
street called Straight, 
and at the house of 
Judas look for a man 
of Tarsus named 
Saul, for behold, he is 
praying, 12 and he has 
seen in a vision a man 
named Ananias come 
in and lay his hands on 
him so that he might 
regain his sight.” 13 But 
Ananias answered, 
“Lord, I have heard 
from many about this 
man, how much evil he 
has done to your saints 
at Jerusalem. 14 And 
here he has authority 
from the chief priests 
to bind all who call on 
your name.”  15 But 
the Lord said to him, 
“Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to 
carry my name before 
the Gentiles and kings 
and the children of 
Israel. .... 17 So Ananias 
departed and entered 
the house. And laying 
his hands on him he 
said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord Jesus who 
appeared to you on 
the road by which you 
came has sent me so 
that you may regain 
your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 And immediately… 
he regained his sight. 
Then he rose and  
was baptized…  
20 And immediately he 
proclaimed Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, 
“He is the Son of God.”

Terror is far from over. Bad news bombards us every single day. 
World leaders have tried diplomacy, imposed trade sanctions, 
severed ties, issued travel bans, and launched airstrikes in an 
attempt to end ISIS, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram, and other extremist 
movements. There has been no lack of effort. Yet there is no end 
in sight. This has prompted Thomas Bruce, a former US military 
chaplain and founder of Adopt-a-Terrorist for Prayer, to ask a 
poignant question: Where is the Christian response to terrorism? If 
the struggle against violence done in the name of Islam is primarily 
spiritual, then defeating it requires a spiritual response.

n	Prayer is the game-changer. Jesus said: Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you (MATTHEW 5:44). Stephen the 
Martyr prayed and Saul the terrorist became Paul the apostle. 
Can God do it again? Will He do it again? The answer is a 
resounding Yes!  Will you be a game changer?  

	 Pray: Lord, forgive us. We cower in fear and recoil in disgust 
when we hear about horrific acts of terrorism. We can hardly 
imagine ourselves praying for terrorists, let alone praying with 
them! We need a double dose of your grace and mercy. Disarm 
our fears. Defuse our prejudice. Track down the notorious Sauls 
of our times. Come suddenly from heaven! Reveal yourself to 
them in dramatic encounters. Cause them to see your light 
and hear your voice (9:3-6). Convict them of their wickedness. 
Overwhelm them with shame and sorrow for opposing you and 
for slaughtering your children. Set them free from Satan’s grip. 
Across the globe, guide your ordinary disciples to supernaturally 
locate them and lead them to you. Turn fierce persecutors into 
fiery propagators of your Good News. Nothing is impossible with 
you. Lord, we believe.   

n	Social Media campaigns have done well in raising awareness 
of persecuted Christians. Hashtags are trendy, candlelight vigils 
are commendable, yet futile unless backed up by prevailing 
prayer in the spirit of love, not hatred. Hatred paralyses life, 
love releases it. Hatred confuses life, love harmonises it. Hatred 
darkens life, love illuminates it (MARTIN LUTHER KING JR). Jesus asked 
his Father to forgive his crucifiers (LUKE 23:34). Stephen prayed for 
his murderers: Lord, do not hold this sin against them (ACTS 7:60). 
Do we have the magnanimity to do likewise? Ponder and pray.
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And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs (MARK 

16:20). Revival brings us back to Jesus and the template of the Church 
that he builds in Acts, where miracles, signs and wonders are the norm.

n	Speak Life. If you’re sick, declare the Word over yourself and others 
you know who are facing health challenges. Keep it up every day. 
As you believe for your miracle, reach out to others. Go lay hands 
and pray for someone who needs healing. Confess the Truth:

 EXODUS 15:26 I am the Lord, your healer. 
 PSALM 103:2-3 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 

benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases. 
MATTHEW 8:17 He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.

 MATTHEW 10:1 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave 
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal 
every disease and every affliction. 

 MARK 16:17-18 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in 
my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 
they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any 
deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the 
sick, and they will recover.

 1 PETER 2:24 By his wounds you have been healed.

n	We have no excuse. Power and authority for healing is in Jesus’ 
name. Reject the lie that the healing gift is only for super Christians. 
Repent of small expectations. Your negative experience does not 
alter one iota of God’s Word. Tear down every lofty argument and 
lame excuse for the lack of healing miracles in our churches today. 
Renounce unbelief, skepticism, and cynicism. Pray for every church 
to return to the practice of the Early Church where the elders pray 
in faith over the sick, anointing them with oil. (JAMES 5:13-15)

n	Visualise a real revival: a community saturated with God (DUNCAN 

CAMPBELL). Singapore permeated with the presence of God. A Church 
prayed-up. A Church on-the-go for Jesus. Pray: Lord Jesus, rend the 
heavens. Rain suddenly on this Little Red Dot! Drench us in your 
Holy Spirit. Loosen our tongues to proclaim the Gospel, the power 
of God for salvation. Anoint our hands to heal all manner of sickness 
and disease, cast out demons, and raise the dead in your name—so 
that entire households and communities will turn to you. 

J U LY miracle of miracles

esus heals you.

He’s the same yesterday, today, and forever (HEBREWS 13:8). 
Throughout the Book of Acts, Jesus performs the same sort 

of miracles we see in the Gospels. What he started in Galilee, he 
continues to the end of the age through humble disciples who live like 
him.
Luke portrays the apostles as men devoted to prayer and continually 
being filled with the Spirit. Miracles are the norm. Because Peter 
is always prayed up, he’s always powered up. When he meets the 
paralytic at Lydda, he doesn’t need to shout a prayer and chop the air 
like a windmill. He simply announces the cure and commands Aeneas 
to get up. And he does. And two whole towns turn to Christ. (ACTS 

9:32–35) 

Meanwhile in Joppa, a widow dies. They call Peter. This time he 
kneels down and prays beside Tabitha’s corpse before commanding 
her to arise. Did Peter change his tactic? No. He has no tactic or 
formula. Nor is it a question of WWJD—What would Jesus do? 
Rather, the question is, What is Jesus doing here and now? That’s 
what Peter sees. And that’s what Peter does. And that’s why it works. 
And many come to faith. (:36-42) 

But skeptics object: A faith based on miracles is not a true faith. 
Hmm. Sounds so eloquent. But Luke disagrees. Peter’s two miracles 
in western Judea triggered mass movements to Christ in three towns. 
Healings have intrinsic value, especially for those who are suffering. 
But beyond that, Luke shows that signs and wonders have the 
underlying evangelistic purpose of drawing many people to faith in 
Jesus.
Another objection: Salvation is the greatest miracle, so we shouldn’t 
make such a big deal about healing miracles. Ahem! Such platitudes 
are often lame excuses for the lack of miracles in our ministries today. 
Throughout the Gospels, Acts, and history, miracle and message 
work side by side to bring people to faith and wholeness in Jesus. 
The lesser miracle of physical healing leads to the greater miracle of 
salvation for the whole person. It’s not either/or. It’s both/and. If we 
saw more of the so-called lesser miracle today, we would see more 
of the greater miracle: entire households and communities turning to 
Jesus in nation-wide revivals.

ACTS 9:32-42  
Now as Peter went 

here and there 
among them all, he 
came down also to 

the saints who lived 
at Lydda. 33 There 

he found a man 
named Aeneas, 

bedridden for eight 
years, who was 

paralyzed. 34 And 
Peter said to him, 

“Aeneas, Jesus 
Christ heals you; 

rise and make 
your bed.” And 
immediately he 
rose. 35 And all 

the residents of 
Lydda and Sharon 
saw him, and they 
turned to the Lord. 

36 Now there was 
in Joppa a disciple 

named Tabitha, 
which, translated, 

means Dorcas. She 
was full of good 

works and acts of 
charity. 37 In those 

days she became ill 
and died, and when 

they had washed 
her, they laid her in 

an upper room.  
38 Since Lydda was 

near Joppa, the 
disciples, hearing 

that Peter was 
there, sent two men 

to him, urging him, 
“Please come to us 

without delay.”  
39 So Peter rose 

and went with 
them. And when he 

arrived, they took

J
him to the upper 
room. All the 
widows stood 
beside him weeping 
and showing tunics 
and other garments 
that Dorcas made 
while she was 
with them. 40 But 
Peter put them all 
outside, and knelt 
down and prayed; 
and turning to 
the body he said, 
“Tabitha, arise.” 
And she opened 
her eyes, and when 
she saw Peter she 
sat up. 41 And he 
gave her his hand 
and raised her up. 
Then, calling the 
saints and widows, 
he presented her 
alive. 42 And it 
became known 
throughout all 
Joppa, and many 
believed in the 
Lord.
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I believe above the storm the smallest prayer will still be heard. I believe Someone 
in the great somewhere hears every word. 

n	Singapore’s brand of secularism is religion friendly. A very significant proportion 
of Singaporeans embraces religion (THE STRAITS TIMES, 4 FEBRUARY 2016). We’re 43.2% 
Buddhist or Taoist, 18.8% Christian, 14% Muslim and 5% Hindu. We top the 
world in Global Religious Diversity (PEW RESEARCH 2012). Symbols of worship dot our 
landscape. This is a sign that people are searching for the Most High God. Seekers 
are everywhere. In your web of relationships at home, at work or on social media, 
is there one who stands out as a Cornelius? The devotee who is upright, God-
fearing, generous, open, hungry, but lost without Jesus. Talk to God about your 
Cornelius. Linger. Listen. Jot down the impressions you receive. Be the divine 
contact. Your Cornelius is ready and waiting. Be the answer to his or her prayer.  

n	Since the turn of the century, there’s been a resurgence of religion worldwide. 
And with that, a new Cornelius generation—devout religious clans who fear God 
and seek God more than we do. They are found mainly within the 10|40 Window, 
the geographical zone from 10 degrees south of the Equator to 40 degrees north, 
stretching from Morocco in the west to Japan in the east. In all, 69 nations. The 
10|40 Window is home to 4 billion people. 40% of these have never had the chance 
to hear the Gospel, not even once! 87% of the world’s poorest of the poor live 
here. The seat of every major religion (Animism, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, 
Islam, Sikhism) is here. 45 of the top 50 nations where persecution of Christians is 
most severe are all within the 10|40 Window. Here is the nerve centre of terrorist 
organisations, where children are trained to be jihadist soldiers. (SOURCE: WIN1040.COM)

  The facts are grim. But the breaking news is, God is moving! Divine connections 
are happening. A quiet revolution is underway. You won’t hear any of this on CNN, 
BBC or CNA. Today is prime time to speak life over the Cornelius generation in 
the 10|40 Window. No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined 
what God has prepared for those who love him (1 CORINTHIANS 2:9). Ask bigger. Look 
farther. Visualise a historic awakening in this part of the 10|40 Window. Contend 
for an unprecedented turning to Christ. 

 Turn these lyrics into prophetic intercession:  Let our praise be your welcome. Let 
our songs be a sign. We are here for you… Let your breath come from heaven. 
Fill our hearts with your life… To you our hearts are open. Nothing here is hidden.  
You are our one desire. You alone are holy. Only you are worthy. God, let your 
fire fall down. Let our shout be your anthem. Your renown fill the skies… Let your 
Word move in power. Let what’s dead come to life… Let every heart adore. Let 
every soul awake. Almighty God of love, be welcomed in this place! (MATT REDMAN)

J U LY divine connections

ornelius is a godly man.

He fears God. He gives to the poor. He prays more than most 
Christians do. But he is not saved. And he cannot be saved 

without Jesus (ACTS 10:2, 22; 11:14). Outside of Christ, all the good works 
and religion in the world leave people in deep spiritual need (PAUL 

PIERSON). But God loves them and hears their cries.

There are millions among the unreached peoples today who are 
longing and searching for God just like Cornelius and his community. 
But, also like Cornelius, they are cut off from the Gospel by religious 
and cultural barriers.
Cornelius and his household were more open to receive the Gospel 
than Peter was to bring it to them. When Peter finally arrives, 
Cornelius says to him: Now therefore we are all here in the presence 
of God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord (10:33). 
And Christians yawn in church. Shame on us!

We’ve been told that God doesn’t hear a lost man’s prayer. The angel 
thinks otherwise: Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a 
memorial before God (:4). Not all roads lead to God. But God will travel 
any road as far as necessary to find and rescue one lost soul (WILLIAM 

P. YOUNG). The Cornelius story gives us hope. If people of other faiths 
sincerely call on God, he can draw them to Jesus, even if they don’t 
know his name. But when God begins to draw them, who will go and 
share with them, as Peter did?

The Gospel Positioning System works on both ends of the conversion 
process. God prepared Philip to meet the Ethiopian. He prepared 
Ananias to meet Saul. And now he prepares Cornelius to receive the 
Gospel from Peter—even providing him with names and address. (:5-6) 

Preparing Cornelius was easy. He only needed one vision. Peter 
needed three. How many visions and dreams and blood moons and 
earthquakes do we need before we break out of our comfort zones 
and bring the Gospel to the unreached peoples of Singapore and Asia 
and the world? The Great Commission is enough. We don’t need any 
more visions, except to guide us on the way. 

God, help us to obey.

ACTS 10:1-8  
At Caesarea 

there was a man 
named Cornelius, 

a centurion of what 
was known as the 
Italian Cohort, 2 a 
devout man who 

feared God with all 
his household, gave 

alms generously 
to the people, and 
prayed continually 

to God. 3 About the 
ninth hour of the 

day he saw clearly 
in a vision an angel 

of God come in 
and say to him, 

“Cornelius.” 4 And 
he stared at him 

in terror and said, 
“What is it, Lord?” 

And he said to 
him, “Your prayers 

and your alms 
have ascended 
as a memorial 

before God. 5 And 
now send men to 
Joppa and bring 

one Simon who is 
called Peter. 6 He 

is lodging with one 
Simon, a tanner, 

whose house is by 
the sea.” 7 When 

the angel who 
spoke to him had 

departed, he called 
two of his servants 

and a devout 
soldier from among 
those who attended 

him, 8 and having 
related everything 

to them, he sent 
them to Joppa.

C
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n	When Jesus prayed, the heavens opened. When Peter prayed, the heavens 

opened. What happens when we pray? The fridge opens! Visions of bedsheets 
now burst on our sight. God, help us! We need open heavens, not just over the 
pre-believing community (the harvest field), but also and especially the Church 
(the harvest force). Pray for yourself and your church. Lord, open our eyes to see 
humanity from your perspective. Prepare us to connect more effectively with pre-
believers in Singapore, especially those of a different creed and culture.

n	Wise up. Do not underestimate cultural barriers in the harvest field. And never 
overlook the barriers in the harvest force. Ninety percent of the barriers to urban 
ministry worldwide are not in the cities, but in our churches and structures of ministry 
(RAY BAKKE). The greatest hindrance to the spread of the gospel is the church. The 
church that is intended to be a stepping stone to faith is more often a stumbling 
block to faith (JOHN STOTT). Ask God to expose barriers to evangelism and missions 
in our churches and ministries today. Such as:

J U LY one giant leap

ow it’s Peter’s turn.

Yesterday, we saw how an angel prepared Cornelius the 
Gentile to receive the Gospel from Peter the Jew. Today, 

we see how God prepared Peter. It wasn’t easy. Peter was not a 
‘Christian’ like us. He was a Jewish disciple of a Jewish Messiah who 
observed the Law of Moses to a tee (MATTHEW 5:18). So when the voice 
from heaven invites Peter to partake of a spread of clean and unclean 
food, he protests. Haram!

James Dunn calls this section of Acts the conversion of Peter. Why? 
Because Peter had to undergo a second conversion of sorts before 
he could launch out into the Gentile world. The immense barriers 
between Jews and Gentiles were social, cultural, religious, and 
theological. Many Jews considered Gentiles as unclean as a corpse. 
And it was illegal for Jews to visit or eat with Gentiles (ACTS 10:28). 
Notice that all these barriers are not on Cornelius’ side of the gap, but 
Peter’s.

And so it is today. The great obstacles to evangelism and missions 
are not in the pre-believing community, but in the church. Not in 
the harvest field, but in the harvest force. We are so set in our 
Christian culture that we seldom eat with Muslims, Hindus, or 
Buddhists, let alone witness to them. The excess baggage of western, 
institutionalised Christianity is as great a barrier to evangelism and 
missions today as Judaism was in Peter’s day. Like Peter, we too 
need a second conversion.

Peter’s rooftop vision gave him a bird’s eye view of the New Reality 
created by Christ on the Cross. God no longer distinguishes between 
Jew and Gentile. God has shown me, says Peter, that I should not 
call any person common or unclean (:28). This new revelation liberates 
Peter, not only to visit and eat with Cornelius and his household, but 
also to welcome them into the family of God without converting them 
to Judaism.

Peter’s earlier feat of walking on water was just practice for this. He 
now steps out of the boat of Judaism and treads the uncharted waters 
of the Gentile mission. One small step with Jesus. One giant leap for 
humanity.

ACTS 10:9-33 
The next day, 

as they were on 
their journey and 
approaching the 

city, Peter went up 
on the housetop 

about the sixth  
hour to pray.  

10 And he became 
hungry and wanted 

something to eat, 
but while they were 

preparing it, he 
fell into a trance 

11 and saw the 
heavens opened 

and something 
like a great sheet 

descending, being 
let down by its four 

corners upon the 
earth. 12 In it were 

all kinds of animals 
and reptiles and 

birds of the air.  
13 And there came a 
voice to him: “Rise, 
Peter; kill and eat.” 

14 But Peter said, 
“By no means, Lord; 

for I have never 
eaten anything 

that is common or 
unclean.” 15 And 

the voice came to 
him again a second 

time, “What God 
has made clean, do 

not call common.” 
16 This happened 

three times, and the 
thing was taken up 
at once to heaven. 

Continue  
reading to verse  

33 in your Bible

N

• Spiritual barriers: complacency, indifference, lack of evangelistic zeal. What else?
• Theological barriers: small is beautiful, numbers don’t matter. What else?
• Institutional barriers: manpower, money spent mostly on ourselves. What else?
• Cultural barriers: ethnocentrism, prejudice, ignorance. What else?

n	Ponder and pray: The willingness to know and experience a people is always 
the first act of authentic bibli cal evangelism. Ultimately only those who not only 
understand a culture but enjoy participating in it are able to authenticate their 
witness at the deepest levels (DAYTON & FRASER). Do we enjoy mixing and mingling 
with others, regardless of race or religion? Or do our pride and prejudice hinder us?  

n	Ask God for second conversions: Lord of the Harvest, set us free from pride 
and prejudice. Help us to see people of other races and religion through your 
eyes. Give us courage to step into their world, sample their cuisine, observe 
their customs, and listen to them deeply with humility. Help us to love them, and 
like Paul, to become all things to all people, that by all means we might save 
some (1 CORINTHIANS 9:22). O Lord, authenticate our witness at the deepest levels.  

 

Pray: First, confront the barriers in your own life. Confess them. Tear them down. 
When God shows you barriers in the church, don’t throw stones. Work quietly for 
change by setting the example. Be the change you want to see. 

List your what elses: 
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n	The great new fact of our time is that every nation has a church. So, is the Great 

Commission fulfilled? Not even almost. The command in Greek is to make disciples 
in all people groups (ethne). Not just in all nations. India is one nation with 4,000 
people groups, mostly unreached. When every people group in every nation has 
disciples, every person on earth will have an opportunity to hear the Gospel and 
be saved. That will bring us tantalizingly close to the end of history (MATTHEW 24:14). 
Pray that the Church will obey the Great Commission by training disciples in every 
people group to obey Jesus. (MATTHEW 28:20) 

n	A 2016 survey commissioned by Channel NewsAsia (CNA) and conducted by the 
Institute of Policy Studies (IPS) concluded that Singaporeans respect all races, 
but racism is still an issue. Many said they have experienced racism or indicate 
that they hold racist attitudes. Six in 10 had heard racist comments, with almost 
half saying the comment was made by a colleague. Are you partial? Search your 
heart. Talk with our impartial God as you ponder and answer these questions:  

 • Do you have friends who belong to other races? 
• Do you accept people of all races? 
• Do you like talking to people of other races? 
• Do you stand up for people of other races? 
• Do you work well with colleagues of other races? 
• Do you stereotype people of other races? 
• Do you make fun of other races in front of friends?

 • Do you object when someone is not given a big role because of race?  
• Do you mind sitting next to a person of another race?

 • Do you invite friends of other races to your home for a meal? 
 • Do you pull along friends of other races for social outings?  

• Do you allow your kids to play with kids of another race?
 • Do you have a racial preference for the Prime Minister of Singapore?

n	There are some 1.39 million foreigners working in our beautiful city. They represent 
many different people groups (ethne). God has relocated them here for reasons 
greater than economics, so that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way 
toward him and find him (ACTS 17:26-27). Pray that we will reflect God’s impartial nature 
by making them feel so at home that they can’t help but want to follow Jesus. 

n	Our impartial God is pleased: Singapore is not a melting pot, but a society 
where each race is encouraged to preserve its unique culture and traditions, and 
appreciate and respect that of others. No race or culture is coerced into conforming 
with other identities, let alone that of the majority (PM LEE, THE STRAITS TIMES, 19 MAY 2017). 
Pray that God’s people will honour our impartial God and our impartial PM by 
decrying every form of racism and by pro-actively forging bonds across racial lines. 

J U LY our impartial God

eter has come a long, long way.

Breaking the Gentile barrier was a giant leap for him. But he 
only took the dive after taking four smaller steps along the way.

Step 1: He lays hands on Samaritans and sees them filled with the 
Spirit. (ACTS 8:14-18) 

Step 2: He stays with a tanner in Joppa, where brushing against an 
uncured animal skin could render him unclean. (9:43) 

Step 3: He shares his lodging with the Gentile messengers from 
Cornelius. (10:10, 23) 

Step 4: He visits the Gentile household of Cornelius and eats with 
them. (10:23-25; 11:3) 

So far, so good. Peter’s wineskin is stretching magnanimously. All 
this prepares him for the perilous plunge into the Gentile mission. In 
the moment of truth, he opens his mouth to share the Gospel with 
Cornelius and his house full of Gentiles: Truly I understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every people anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. (:34–35) 

This doesn’t sound very Jewish or even Christian. Isn’t God partial to 
Jews? No! Doesn’t a Gentile have to convert to Judaism in order to be 
saved? Never again! So where do you draw the line? Is God partial 
to Christians? Do members of other faiths have to convert to western 
forms of Christianity to be saved? How flexible is your wineskin?

Revival always challenges timeworn theology and refreshes it with 
capital-T Truth. Think Martin Luther and justification by faith and the 
priesthood of all believers. Think Azusa Street and the filling with the 
Spirit and speaking in tongues. Think Charismatic Renewal with the re-
discovery of spiritual gifts and the unleashing of the laity. Think revival. 
Are you ready to explode your theological silo as Peter does?

Now he truly understands: God is not partial. Not even to Jews! God 
accepts anyone in any community who fears him and does what is 
right. This is breaking news. Until then, Gentiles had to become full 
proselytes to Judaism in order to be saved. But now! Although not 
official until Acts 15, Gentiles can now become full members of God’s 
family without becoming Jews. This is a theological earthquake. The 
tsunami follows. (Acts 11:1-3) 

ACTS 10:34-43  
So Peter opened 

his mouth and said: 
“Truly I understand 
that God shows no 

partiality, 35 but in 
every nation, anyone 

who fears him and 
does what is right 

is acceptable to 
him. 36 As for the 

word that he sent 
to Israel, preaching 

good news of peace 
through Jesus 
Christ.... 37 you 

yourselves know 
what happened 

throughout all Judea, 
beginning from 

Galilee after the 
baptism that John 

proclaimed:  
38 how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit 
and with power. He 

went about doing 
good and healing all 
who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God 
was with him. 39 And 

we are witnesses 
of all that he did 

both in the country 
of the Jews and in 

Jerusalem. They 
put him to death 

by hanging him on 
a tree, 40 but God 
raised him on the 
third day.... 43 To 

him all the prophets 
bear witness that 

everyone who 
believes in him 

receives forgiveness 
of sins through his 

name.”

P
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n	It’s hard to imagine a preacher who wouldn’t welcome the Holy Spirit to interrupt 

his or her sermon. So it happened in the Hinghwa revival of 1909. On Good Friday, 
while preaching about Jesus in Gethsemane, the pastor came under such strong 
conviction that he couldn’t carry on. He broke down under the weight of his sins. 
A wave of conviction overwhelmed the church. People wept, confessed, repented, 
reconciled, and made restitution. In the revival that ensued, a Methodist pastor 
dedicated his nine-year old son, John Sung, to the ministry. Dear preachers, invite 
the Holy Spirit to interrupt your sermon as often as he will. You won’t be sorry. 
Fellow believers, have you been criticising and rating your preachers? Please stop. 
Pray lovingly for them instead. Ask for divine disruptions to occur suddenly from 
heaven—until the Word of the Lord comes forth like fire that consumes our dross, 
like a sledgehammer that shatters our stony hearts. (JEREMIAH 23:29) 

n	Perhaps one reason why the Holy Spirit seldom interrupts our sermons today is 
because we are preaching to the wrong crowd. Peter was speaking to pre-believers 
in an unreached people group when the Spirit fell on them. They heard the Word. 
They believed. They were saved and filled with the Spirit all in the same instant. 
God wants to do this again and again in every people under heaven. The promise 
of the Father is to pour out his Spirit on all flesh. Almost all the sermons in Acts 
are evangelistic. We have reversed this pattern. Pray. It’s Pentecost in Singapore. 
Return to the template of Acts. Cultivate a lifestyle of active witnessing. You don’t 
need a licence for friendship evangelism. Pray that you will know what to say and 
have the courage to say it at the right time, unfolding the mystery of the Gospel 
to one and all, getting it out fast and furious (EPHESIANS 6:19-20). Wake up, it is harvest 
time. He who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son (PROVERBS 10:5).  

n	Evangelism in Acts is not a spray bullet. It proceeds strategically along geographic 
lines: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the ends of the earth (ACTS 1:8). And at the same 
time, the Gospel spreads along ethnographic lines: from Hebrews to Hellenists 
to Samaritans to Gentiles. Spirit-empowered mission, therefore, is not just going 
places. It is reaching peoples. The great new fact of our time is that every nation 
has a church. But not every people group. Often the Gospel takes root in one or 
two people groups in a given nation, while many others remain unevangelised. 
Fervently pray for Antioch of Asia. May we return to this biblical, Spirit-led, people-
group approach to evangelism and world missions. Where does our Father want 
us strategically? Ask God to anoint our Millennials to pursue creative access via 
technology, business, education and humanitarian relief to reach people groups 
with few believers and zero churches. Lord, come suddenly from heaven like a 
rushing mighty wind! Empower our Millennials to sow far, sow good where the 
Gospel is most needed.    

J U LY surprise surprise

od interrupts Peter’s sermon.

Don’t you wish this would happen every Sunday? Cornelius 
had gathered his relatives and friends together to hear the 

Gospel (ACTS 10:24). There could have been as many as a hundred 
people there, depending on the size of the home. And before Peter 
could make the altar call, the Holy Spirit cut his sermon short and fell 
on all who heard the Word. (:44)  
The Jewish believers who came with Peter were astonished (:45). 
And no wonder! For the first time in salvation history, God poured 
out his Spirit on ‘unconverted’ Gentiles. Previously, a Gentile had to 
undergo formal conversion to Judaism in order to join God’s family. 
This involved three steps: male circumcision, water baptism before 
witnesses, and offering a sacrifice at the temple in Jerusalem while 
the temple still stood.
This process, known as proselytism, typically required decades 
of careful cultivation across generations before a Gentile family 
converted. But now, in just one day, an entire Gentile household 
bypasses all the hoops and hurdles and receives the Spirit, just as the 
apostles did on the Day of Pentecost. Amazing!

What happens next is even more astounding. The now enlightened 
Peter calls for water, not a knife! He commands them to be baptised, 
not circumcised. This is the punchline of all that has happened in 
Acts so far. Salvation no longer requires conversion to Judaism or 
conformity to Jewish culture. Get it? Does salvation require conformity 
to church tradition or western culture?

Before Samaria and Joppa, Peter wasn’t ready for this. But he 
got ready. He cooperated with the Spirit every step of the way. 
He changed his theology. He broke his tradition. He laid aside his 
prejudice. He followed the prompting of the Spirit into the Gentile 
harvest and the Caesarean Pentecost.

The last days have begun. God is pouring out his Spirit on all flesh: 
Hebrews, Hellenists, Samaritans, Gentiles, and the unreached 
peoples of Asia and beyond. The Holy Spirit is breaking down barriers 
and building bridges to every people under heaven to the ends of 
the earth. This is the power and purpose of Pentecost and every 
subsequent outpouring. The harvest is ripe. The labourers are few. 
Are you ready for this kind of revival in Singapore?

ACTS 10:44-48 
While Peter was 
still saying these 
things, the Holy 
Spirit fell on all 
who heard the 

word. 45 And 
the believers 
from among 

the circumcised 
who had come 

with Peter were 
amazed, because 
the gift of the Holy 
Spirit was poured 

out even on the 
Gentiles. 46 For 

they were hearing 
them speaking 
in tongues and 
extolling God. 

Then Peter 
declared, 47 

“Can anyone 
withhold water for 

baptizing these 
people, who have 
received the Holy 

Spirit just as we 
have?” 48 And he 

commanded them 
to be baptized in 

the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they 

asked him to 
remain for some 

days.

G
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As a young Sikh, Sadhu Sundar Singh rejected Jesus because he 
saw him as the foreign god of the western missionaries. One day, 
a man with pierced hands and feet appeared to him and said: How 
long will you deny me? I died for you. I have given my life for you. 
The Sikh fell on his knees and surrendered to Christ. His family cast 
him out. Later, he studied in a theological school. But he got into 
trouble there too for refusing to shed his Sikh clothes for a western 
dress code. Sundar Singh connected the dots: Most Indians reject 
the Gospel not because they think it’s false, but because it’s offered 
to them in western forms. Sundar dropped out of the seminary. He 
put on a turban and a yellow robe, and went all over India preaching 
with no money, no shoes, and no possessions, only a New Testament. 
He is remembered for his timeless dictum that the Living Water of 
the Gospel must be offered to Indians in an Indian cup.

n	Are we standing in God’s way? Are we erecting barriers that God 
demolished at the Cross? Many people of other faiths are actually 
open to Jesus. But they resist Christianity in its western forms. 
What would the Gospel look like in a Hokkien cup? A Teochew 
cup? A Malay cup? A Sinhalese cup? A Punjabi cup? A Thai cup? 
A Myanmar cup? A Bangladeshi cup? Ask God to teach you by 
experience. Befriend someone of a different culture. Follow Peter’s 
example. Pray: Come, Lord Jesus. Purge our hearts of all pride 
and prejudice against other races and religions. Melt down every 
tradition that obscures your Truth. Refresh our theology. Renew 
our wineskins. Reveal your will. Guide us to hungry souls. Anoint 
our lips to speak your Truth. Launch us into a golden era of global 
harvest—a church for every people, the Gospel for every person. 
(AD2000 AND BEYOND MOVEMENT)  

n	The apostles connect the dots: Gentiles need not become Jews 
to be saved (ACTS 11:18). We are the beneficiaries of this revelation. 
Do we connect the dots? The Singapore Church is mainly 
middle class and highly westernised. That’s okay for westernised 
Singaporeans. But do we impose this on members of other faiths 
who are drawn to Christ but reject Christianity because they see 
it as a foreign religion? Do we export the Singapore brand to the 
nations? Remember our missionaries and their sending churches 
and agencies. Pray for courage to strip away all unnecessary 
cultural baggage from the Gospel and just give them Jesus.

J U LY aftershock

eter killed three sacred cows with one blow.

He consorted with Gentiles. He ate with them. And he 
baptised them without circumcising them. Meanwhile, back in 

Jerusalem, a storm is brewing. Conservative Jewish disciples of Jesus 
are naturally stumbled by Peter’s actions. When he returns, they 
demand an explanation. (ACTS 11:1-3) 

Peter’s testimony adds new details to the story. He says, the Spirit told 
me to go with them, making no distinction (:12). In making no distinction, 
Peter blurred the line between Jew and Gentile. This was a serious 
violation of Jewish Law as it was then understood. But the Spirit told 
him to do it. Peter obeyed the prompting of the Spirit, not fearing the 
consequences.

Verse 14 is also new information. The angel told Cornelius that Peter 
carried a message by which he and his entire household would be 
saved. Miracles and manifestations and angels and visions do not 
save, no matter how spectacular they may be. The Gospel itself is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (ROMANS 1:16). 
People need to hear the Gospel, not from angels, but from human 
witnesses (ACTS 1:8). God has sovereignly decided to use the folly of 
preaching to save the lost (1 CORINTHIANS 1:21). Your lips are instruments of 
salvation. Use them well. Keep them clean.

Peter offers his critics no apology. He puts all the blame on God: If 
God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us, who was I that I 
could stand in God’s way? (:17). In other words, who are we to rebuild 
barriers that God himself has torn down? Who wants to rebuild the 
Berlin wall? Peter decided that he would rather build a bridge than a 
wall. Wouldn’t you? 

Who are we to hinder God? 

Of course, we don’t circumcise our converts or change their dress 
code. But we all have sacred cows. Can a Christian visit a temple or 
a mosque? Must a convert from another faith change his name, diet, 
or spouse? Must he cut ties with his community and pre-believing 
friends. Must he worship God and express his faith in western ways? 
Do we impose things that have nothing to do with salvation or the 
kingdom of God? 

Are we standing in God’s way?

ACTS 11:1-18  
Now the apostles 
and the brothers 

who were throughout 
Judea heard that 
the Gentiles also 
had received the 

word of God. 2 So 
when Peter went 
up to Jerusalem, 
the circumcision 

party criticized him, 
saying, 3 “You went 

to uncircumcised 
men and ate with 
them.” 4 But Peter 

began and explained 
it to them in order:  

5 “I was in the city of 
Joppa praying, and 
in a trance I saw a 
vision, something 
like a great sheet 

descending, being 
let down from 

heaven by its four 
corners, and it came 

down to me.  

6 Looking at it 
closely, I observed 

animals and beasts 
of prey and reptiles 
and birds of the air.  

7 And I heard a voice 
saying to me, ‘Rise, 
Peter; kill and eat.’ 
8 But I said, ‘By no 

means, Lord; for 
nothing common or 

unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.’ 

9 But the voice 
answered a second 

time from heaven, 
‘What God has 

made clean, do not 
call common.’  

10 This happened 
three times, and all 

was drawn up again 
into heaven. 11 And 

behold, at

P
that very moment 
three men arrived at 
the house in which 
we were, sent to 
me from Caesarea. 
12 And the Spirit 
told me to go with 
them, making no 
distinction. These 
six brothers also 
accompanied me, 
and we entered 
the man’s house. 
13 And he told us 
how he had seen 
the angel stand in 
his house and say, 
‘Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon who is 
called Peter; 14 he 
will declare to you a 
message by which 
you will be saved, 
you and all your 
household.’ 15 As I 
began to speak, the 
Holy Spirit fell on 
them just as on us at 
the beginning.  
16 And I remembered 
the word of the 
Lord, how he said, 
‘John baptized with 
water, but you will 
be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then 
God gave the same 
gift to them as he 
gave to us when we 
believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who 
was I that I could 
stand in God’s way?” 
18 When they heard 
these things they 
fell silent. And they 
glorified God, saying, 
“Then to the Gentiles 
also God has 
granted repentance 
that leads to life.”
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J U LY

housands felt drawn to the God of Israel.

The Roman Empire was full of Gentile seekers like Cornelius 
and his household. The decadence of society left many 

longing for a genuine faith with high moral standards and the power to 
attain them (KENNETH LATOURETTE). Judaism was attractive. Most Gentiles, 
however, were not willing to abandon their ethnic and cultural identity 
to follow the Jewish faith. But now, suddenly from heaven, there was 
a way. Just give them Jesus without religion! For the first time since 
Moses, Gentiles could be saved without becoming Jews.

The apostles recognise this in Acts 11:18: To the Gentiles also God 
has granted repentance that leads to life. This is a game-changer. A 
2,000-year-old barrier has been removed. This would have been the 
perfect time to launch a mission to the Gentiles. What did the apostles 
do about it? Nothing.
It would be unwise to judge the apostles for running out of breath 
trying to keep pace with the Holy Spirit. But there is a lesson to be 
learned here that is too important to ignore. Churches that marginalise 
God’s mission will be marginalised sooner or later. Others will take 
up the mantle. In fact, from this point on in Acts, the initiative in the 
Gentile mission shifts from Jerusalem to Antioch.

Luke immediately turns his attention to those fleeing Saul’s 
persecution (8:4; 11:19). Untrained, unnamed, and un-ordained, these 
refugees become missionaries on the way. They are the first to preach 
the Gospel outside the Holy Land. Initially they spoke to Jews only. 
But some of them dared to share the Word with Gentiles in Antioch. 
And a great number turned to the Lord. (:21) 

And now, for the third time in Acts, the Jerusalem Church hears about 
a cross-cultural missionary movement that they didn’t initiate. The 
first was Samaria (8:14). Then Caesarea (11:1). And now Antioch (11:22). 
Embarrassing? No. The apostles are not threatened by ideas and 
initiatives that don’t come from them. Are you?

These were exciting times. The Holy Spirit was driving this great 
missionary movement to the ends of the earth. Trying to keep up 
was like running after a bullet train. The apostles reach for handles 
and climb aboard as soon as they can. The moment they catch their 
breath, they send Barnabas to Antioch (:22). They chose the right man, 
as we shall see.

ACTS 11:18-26 
When they heard 
these things they 

fell silent. And 
they glorified God, 

saying, “Then to 
the Gentiles also 
God has granted 
repentance that 
leads to life.” 19 
Now those who 
were scattered 
because of the 

persecution 
that arose 

over Stephen 
traveled as far 

as Phoenicia 
and Cyprus and 

Antioch, speaking 
the word to no 

one except Jews. 
20 But there were 

some of them, 
men of Cyprus 

and Cyrene, who 
on coming to 

Antioch spoke 
to the Hellenists 
also, preaching 
the Lord Jesus. 
21 And the hand 
of the Lord was 

with them, and a 
great number who 

believed turned  
to the Lord.  

22 The report of 
this came to the 

ears of the church 
in Jerusalem, 
and they sent 

Barnabas to 
Antioch.

T
refugees with a mission

Right theology should lead to right practice. If not, we need revival. We can excuse 
the apostles for not acting at once on the brand new revelation that God was visiting 
the Gentiles (ACTS 11:18). But today, we are without excuse. We have the Gospels. We 
have the Great Commission. We have the Book of Acts. On top of all this, God has 
spoken through Billy Graham, Yonggi Cho, and others that Singapore is the Antioch 
of Asia. God will hold us accountable. To whom much has been given, much will 
be required. (LUKE 12:48 NRSV)  

n	A conference speaker recently said that Singapore is up for a cyclical review as 
the Antioch of Asia. In other words, have we fulfilled what God has spoken through 
his prophetic mouthpieces? Are we an apostolic sending base like Antioch of Acts? 
Thank God for one good report: Singapore’s capacity as a mission-sending nation 
has grown in leaps and bounds. ... Singapore is a strategic centre for regional 
and global Christian mission due to its infrastructure, stability, location and strong 
Christian population. Several mission organisations have their headquarters here. 
Dozens of others maintain bases here. While a formidable number of Singaporeans 
go on short-term mission trips organised by their local church, the greater need is for 
qualified long-term workers. Singapore retains great potential to train, support and 
send many outstanding long-term workers into the unevangelised world (OPERATION 

WORLD 2010). Pray: Lord, you have blessed us beyond measure. We acknowledge 
we have done far too little for the least evangelised nations and peoples of Asia. 
Forgive us. You would be perfectly justified in shifting the Antioch lampstand from 
Singapore to Seoul or KL or Jakarta or Manila or wherever you please. Give us 
a second chance. Shake us up. Energise us to act on what you have already 
spoken. Anoint us to cast a clear and compelling vision of our Antioch call. Cause 
young and old to catch your heartbeat and answer your call. May Singapore be 
your servant catalyst to facilitate the Asian missionary movement.

n	Organised efforts and strategies are essential. But alongside that, we should never 
ignore the periphery principle (SEE JULY 20). The Antioch Church was founded by 
refugees fleeing Saul’s persecution. They did not use their plight as an excuse to 
lie low and lick their wounds. Nor did they hold back, despite their lack of training 
and recognition by any church or sending body. They preached Jesus wherever 
they went. God used them to plant a church that changed the world—the Antioch 
Church. Rejoice! There is no limit to what God can do through ordinary men and 
women without clout or credentials. Pray: O God, we cast down every argument 
and excuse. Make us your firebrands on the periphery. Let our love for you compel 
us to proclaim Good News wherever we go on business, for studies, or leisure—
until the earth is filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea (HABAKKUK 2:14). Jesus, you are worthy of it all!  
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J U LY son of encouragement

an you see grace?

Barnabas sees grace where others see disgrace. Antioch was 
a theological hot potato. Just socialising with Gentiles could 

land you in hot soup (Acts 11:2-3). Accepting Gentiles as full members 
of God’s family without bringing them under the Law of Moses was 
perilous. But Barnabas saw the grace of God at work in Antioch. And 
he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord 
with steadfast purpose. (:23) 

The apostles couldn’t have chosen a better man for Antioch. Barnabas 
was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith (11:24). Being Spirit-
filled is more than speaking in tongues and spraying saliva across 
acrylic podiums. For Barnabas it means keeping the unity of the Spirit 
when others break it (4:36-5:11). It means believing in Saul when no one 
else does (9:27). It means giving John Mark a second chance when no 
one else would (15:37–40). It means having the spiritual insight to see 
Providence where others see problems. (11:23)  

Good old Barney, the Son of Encouragement (4:36). If Philip is the 
model evangelist in Acts, Barnabas is the model pastor. He’s not 
plagued by insecurity or selfish ambition that drives smaller men to 
power, position, and limelight. At the height of his success in Antioch, 
Barnabas remembers Saul, another hot potato now banished to 
obscurity.
Barnabas sees potential where others see problems. Leaving the 
sheep in Antioch, he goes on a manhunt for Saul in Tarsus. The 
Greek word translated look for in verse 25 means to search or seek 
carefully like police hunting down a fugitive. Luke uses the same word 
to describe Joseph and Mary’s search for the juvenile Jesus when he 
went missing in Jerusalem (Luke 2:44-45). That’s how serious Barnabas 
was about giving Saul a second chance and opening a door for him 
when others had forgotten him.
And now, the man whose persecution led to the founding of the 
Antioch church in the first place becomes its greatest teacher. 
Providence and irony meet in strange places. Can you imagine what 
Christian History would look like without Saul who became Paul? 
Thanks to Barnabas, we don’t have to.

ACTS 11:22-26 
The report of this 
came to the ears 

of the church 
in Jerusalem, 
and they sent 

Barnabas to 
Antioch. 23 When 

he came and 
saw the grace of 

God, he was glad, 
and he exhorted 

them all to remain 
faithful to the Lord 

with steadfast 
purpose, 24 for 
he was a good 
man, full of the 

Holy Spirit and of 
faith. And a great 

many people were 
added to the Lord. 

25 So Barnabas 
went to Tarsus 

to look for Saul, 
26 and when he 
had found him, 
he brought him 
to Antioch. For 

a whole year 
they met with 

the church and 
taught a great 
many people. 

And in Antioch the 
disciples were first 
called Christians.

C n	Revivals always surface new leaders. Some are like Barnabas, good people full of 
the Holy Spirit and full of faith. But for every Barnabas, there will be 10 or 20 flakes 
craving glamour and glory. Some will even perform great signs and wonders, so as 
to lead astray, if possible, even the elect (MATTHEW 24:24). Pray: Lord, purge our hearts. 
Purify our motives. In your severe mercy, expose upstarts and opportunists. Put 
us all on trial until you can trust us to steward your revival with integrity of heart. 
Call out a new generation of unassuming servants with nothing to prove, nothing 
to lose, nothing to hide (EDMUND CHAN). People of character and competence, humility 
and holiness. People with a big view of you, a big heart for odd balls, a big capacity 
to take risks. Position them in each of the Seven Gates of influence to stoke the 
fires of revival and to lay the groundwork for your history-making plan. Amen!

n	Imagine how the other leaders at Antioch must have felt when Barnabas recruited 
a former terrorist into the team. Yet Barnabas had the insight to recognise Saul’s 
potential and the courage to reach out to him for a second time—the first time 
was in Jerusalem (ACTS 9:27). Is there a Saul in your world? A dark horse that no 
one trusts? A maverick who stands out like a sore thumb? A former troublemaker 
who needs a second or third chance? Ask God to soften your heart and open your 
eyes to see this person from his perspective. Pray for grace to see potential where 
others only see problems. Go the extra mile. Seek out your Saul. Rope him or her 
into your team. Trust God to bring out the best of them. Pray that they will even 
outdo and outshine you, as Saul did Barnabas.

n	God works in providential ways, his wonders to perform. Quieten your heart. 
Spare a thought for the notorious outlier Amos Yee who is seeking asylum in the 
USA. We may not like such vitriol-spouting teen activists and bloggers. But we 
are commanded to love them. We are obligated to cry to God for their salvation. 
They represent a depraved minority of the next generation. Left un-prayed for, 
they may grow more vicious, vile, and violent. But when we pray, God does the 
impossible. In prayer, visualise a born-again Amos Yee on fire for Christ, calling 
his generation to our Father’s business. 

n	God loves Pastor Kong Hee. He has sought forgiveness from his church and from 
the Body of Christ for disappointing, stumbling, and hurting many of us through the 
painful ordeal. Do we see grace where others see disgrace? Will we give him a 
second chance? Will we be a Barnabas and welcome him back with open arms? 
Start interceding for him now as if you were in prison with him. Pray, believing 
that his future ministry will be greater than the former. Above all, love each other 
deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. (1 PETER 4:8)  
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1 
n		The Antioch Church honoured the Word of God. It became a great teaching centre 

of Early Christianity. But in Singapore, Bible literacy has been on the downswing 
for some time. Few people read the Bible from cover to cover on a regular basis. 
How many of us have read it through even once? In fact, some young people 
have been honest enough to admit that the Word of God is neither their reference 
point, nor the source of their values and convictions. Many take social media more 
seriously than God’s Word. Are you worried yet? You should be. How can we be 
the Antioch of Asia like this? Ask God to create a deep spiritual hunger for his Word 
in the hearts of those who have lost it, as well as those who never felt it in the first 
place. Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. (MATTHEW 4:4) 

n		The Antioch Church heeded the voice of prophecy. Do we? On the one hand, we 
quench the Spirit of prophecy. We are skeptical. We suspect all things charismatic. 
And so, we throw out the baby with the bathwater. On the other extreme, we take 
in every word prefaced by thus says the Lord as an inspired utterance. Or a foreign 
speaker brings a word that local pastors have been saying for years, and all of 
a sudden, wow, it goes viral. We gape and drool. Ask God to deliver us from the 
two extremes of skepticism and gullibility. Pray for discernment. When in doubt, 
consult your pastors. Subject all things to the Lord in prayer. Ask God to restore the 
voice of authentic prophecy in our city. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise 
prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good. (1 THESSALONIANS 5:19–21) 

n		The Antioch Church obeyed the cultural mandate. The biblical mission of God 
consists of two mandates: One, the evangelistic mandate, embodied in the Great 
Commission and Acts 1:8. Two, the cultural mandate, which does not mean that 
we can copy the culture of the world in order to be relevant. The cultural mandate 
is a broad category that includes social justice to alleviate poverty. If we are to 
fulfill our Antioch calling, we must take both mandates seriously: saving souls and 
saving bodies. Nearly half of the world’s 766 million poorest of the poor are in Asia. 
They live below the poverty line of less than SGD2.6 a day. About 33% are in South 
Asia. 9% are in East Asia and the Pacific. With more people migrating to the cities, 
urban poverty is a looming crisis. Pray for Antioch of Asia: May we never become 
numb to these realities. May we never tune out, assuming that someone else will 
do something. May we never hold back, fearing that we won’t have enough for 
ourselves. May we go beyond the survival mentality and be the best neighbour to 
Asia’s poor. May we never succumb to donor fatigue. May Christians practise giving 
as a core family value. May we train our children as early as possible and hard-wire 
them for a lifetime of giving. Researchers say that by making philanthropy a habit 
early in life, while the brain is still developing, we can establish neural pathways 
that persist into adulthood. (CHRIS TAYLOR, REUTERS)

famine watch

e get our name from Antioch.

Not just the name Christian, but also the name Antioch of 
Asia. The word Christian means partisan of Christ. And the 

name Antioch of Asia, as many believe, is a divine calling upon the 
Singapore Church. What does it mean to be Antioch?

We will learn more from Acts 13 next week. But for now, we can say 
that the Antioch Church was a well-taught church. It was nurtured 
by two of the leading figures in Acts, Barnabas and Paul (Saul). It 
was also responsive to the prophetic ministry of Agabus and other 
charismatics from Jerusalem.

Prophecy is a sign of the last days (JOEL 2:28; ACTS 2:17-18). Before John 
the Baptist, the prophetic voice had fallen silent for centuries. Israel 
believed that their ancestors had grieved and quenched the Spirit of 
prophecy. But John’s appearance broke the silence. His prophetic 
activity signalled the return of the quenched Spirit and the beginning of 
the last days. Luke now assures his readers that prophecy is alive and 
well in the Church that Jesus builds.

New Testament prophecy, according to Paul, is for edification, 
exhortation, and comfort (1 CORINTHIANS 14:3). But this is not an exhaustive 
list of the functions of New Testament prophecy. The prophecy of 
Agabus in Acts 11:28 is as predictive as any Old Testament prophecy. 
And it’s not very edifying or comforting either. How many of us want to 
hear about a famine? Especially when we know the offering bag will 
be passed around shortly.

When the famine struck, the disciples in Antioch responded by 
sending relief to their brothers and sisters in Judea. This strengthened 
the solidarity between the Gentile church in Antioch and the Jewish 
church in Jerusalem. This relationship would later be tested, but not 
weakened. (ACTS 15) 

Famines are also a sign of the last days (LUKE 21:11). In East Africa 
today, 22 million people are facing death by starvation. South Sudan 
is already in famine, and its neighbours are on the brink (WORLD VISION 

SINGAPORE). We don’t need a prophet to tell us what to do. We have the 
example of our namesake: Antioch. The Antioch Church was not only 
a great teaching centre and missionary sending church. They also 
remembered the poor. Go and do likewise.

ACTS 11:26-30  
And when 

[Barnabas] had 
found [Saul], 

he brought him 
to Antioch. For 

a whole year 
they met with 

the church and 
taught a great 
many people. 

And in Antioch the 
disciples were first 
called Christians. 

27 Now in these 
days prophets 

came down from 
Jerusalem to 

Antioch. 28 And 
one of them 

named Agabus 
stood up and 

foretold by the 
Spirit that there 

would be a great 
famine over all the 

world (this took 
place in the days  

of Claudius).  
29 So the disciples 
determined, every 

one according 
to his ability, to 

send relief to the 
brothers  

living in Judea.  
30 And they did so, 

sending it to the 
elders by the hand 

of Barnabas and 
Saul.
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n	The Singapore Church has long enjoyed the goodwill of the community and 
the authorities. Of late, this has been under a bit of strain, and for all the wrong 
reasons. If we misbehave and suffer for it, don’t call it persecution. Rulers are 
not a terror to good conduct, but to bad (ROMANS 13:3). Give thanks to God for the 
peace, order, and freedom we so enjoy and even take for granted. Pray for 
greater favour, as the Church continues to obey both the cultural mandate and 
the evangelistic mandate. Pray that we will keep on doing good works and sowing 
good seed in every sphere of society. In due season we will reap, if we do not 
give up (GALATIANS 6:9). He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. (PSALM 126:6) 

n	Prime Minister is right: All the major religions of the world are in Singapore. 
There are three major races, but many other communities in Singapore. We 
speak very different languages… and we have to get on together. This give-
and-take between the different communities is a matter of constant effort, 
social policy and integration (17 MAY 2016, CHANNEL NEWSASIA). Wake up, Church. This 
constant effort must include vigilant prayer for peace and harmony to prevail in 
our nation. Historically, revival and evangelism occur best in a context of peace 
and order. Pray, therefore: First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who 
are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and 
dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our 
Saviour, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth... I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands 
without anger or quarreling (1 TIMOTHY 2:1-4, 8). Visualise prayer altars all over our 
city dedicated to this one great cause. Ask. Seek. Knock. Shalom Singapore.

n	Praying for peace is just the beginning. God says: Seek the shalom of the city 
where I have sent you… and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its shalom you 
will find your shalom (JEREMIAH 29:7). To seek the shalom of a city means to work 
for it. Strive for it. Establish it. We are called to give society an energising vision 
of a future to aim for—a future that captures the freedom, compassion and 
righteousness that God intends for all human societies. Pray that we will shine 
God’s light winsomely in two foundational areas: family life and marketplace 
discipleship. Pray that we will revive the family altar, build good relationships at 
home, and restore the family as the basic unit of discipleship and witness. Pray 
that exemplary Christian leaders will intentionally mentor fellow believers at work. 
May society see in us the beauty of holiness—the beauty of living under God’s 
loving rule and in keeping with God’s design for humanity. (QUOTES AND THOUGHTS 

ADAPTED FROM ‘FORMED FOR A ROBUST MISSION’ BY BISHOP RENNIS PONNIAH)

2 
AUGUST from esteem to infamy

he wind has changed.

In the beginning, the Church was so popular that the 
community formed a human shield around the apostles (Acts 

2:47; 4:21; 5:13, 26). But now, when King Herod persecutes the Church and 
murders the Apostle James, it actually pleases the people (12:2-3). Why? 
What caused this dramatic drop in public goodwill? What has changed 
since the Church’s golden age of popularity? If you read Acts carefully, 
you will see that much has changed:

First, Stephen’s speech challenged the customs and traditions of 
Judaism. Second, the Church admitted Samaritans on equal terms 
with Jews. Third, Saul, the former persecutor of the Church switched 
sides. Fourth, Peter baptised Gentiles in Caesarea without imposing 
circumcision or the Law. Fifth, the same thing has just happened in 
Antioch. And finally, the Church in Jerusalem has tolerated, if not 
endorsed, all of the above.

All of these developments have one common denominator: obedience 
to God’s mission. The trouble begins when the Jesus Movement 
starts crossing cultural barriers and sharing the Gospel with other 
communities: from Hebrews to Hellenists to Samaritans to the 
Ethiopian and now to the Gentiles. It was obedience to the Great 
Commission and Acts 1:8 that reduced the Early Church from high 
esteem to humiliating infamy. Luke gives us no other clue. 

Mission to the outside world always disturbs the peace of the church 
(PAUL HIEBERT). We won’t be hated for handing out hampers and vouchers 
and curing the sick. But as the Church moved steadily forward in 
God’s mission to all peoples, its approval ratings plummeted. The 
murder of James turned out to be politically correct. And if the Jews 
were pleased, Herod the people-pleaser was doubly pleased. And so, 
the Apostle Peter is next on his hit list. (:3) 

Behind these political manoeuvres, it’s not hard to see the forces 
of evil stacking the deck against the Church and its mission to the 
world. But they cannot win. As long as the Church stays on track and 
remains true to what is most essential—prayer, proclamation, serving 
the poor, and preserving the unity of the Spirit—the gates of hell 
cannot prevail. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world. (JOHN 16:33) 

ACTS 12:1-4  
About that time 
Herod the king 

laid violent hands 
on some who 

belonged to the 
church. 2 He killed 
James the brother 

of John with the 
sword, 3 and when 

he saw that it 
pleased the Jews, 

he proceeded 
to arrest Peter 
also. This was 

during the days 
of Unleavened 

Bread. 4 And when 
he had seized 

him, he put him in 
prison, delivering 

him over to four 
squads of soldiers 

to guard him, 
intending after the 
Passover to bring 

him out to the 
people.

T
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pposition is opportunity.

But not automatically. It all depends on how the Church 
responds. If we cower and capitulate under pressure or 

betray one another to save our own skin, the opportunity may be 
lost. But if we remain true to God and his Church in love and unity, 
prayer and proclamation, then persecution becomes a gateway for the 
kingdom. It always happens that way in Acts.

Acts 12 is a case in point. The Apostle James has just been martyred. 
Peter is held under maximum security. How does the church respond? 
They pray continuously and earnestly for as long as Peter is in prison, 
which may have been days (:5). Prayer is hard work. Have you ever 
prayed continuously and earnestly with others and for others? For 
how long?

Theologians remind us that prayer doesn’t change God’s nature. 
But Luke reminds us that it is God’s nature to change impossible 
situations in response to fervent and persistent prayer. As the church 
prays for Peter, a light shines in his cell. Chains fall from his hands. 
An angel escorts him past two soldiers and two guards. An iron gate 
opens by itself. The angel carries a remote? Presumably he closes the 
gate after Peter walks free.

Peter’s great escape is so exciting that we tend to overlook the fate 
of James. Why wasn’t he rescued? Was no prayer offered for him? 
Don’t assume. This is James, the brother of John, remember? Their 
mother had once tried to secure the top seats at the throne of Jesus 
for both her sons. That’s when Jesus foretold the martyrdom of James 
and John: You will drink my cup (MATTHEW 20:20–23). So James didn’t 
have a get-out-of-jail-free card. Peter has used his up. His days are 
numbered. (JOHN 21:18-19) 

Luke reminds us again and again that salvation is more than a rescue 
operation. It’s a call to full participation in God’s mission, regardless of 
the cost or consequences. Some escape with their lives. Others pay 
with their lives. But all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted (2 TIMOTHY 3:12). Some of Israel’s great heroes were 
delivered from death by faith. Others were tortured and martyred in 
faith (HEBREWS 11:32-40). But all lived by faith and all died in faith. 

Will you?

ACTS 12:5-10  
So Peter was 

kept in prison, but 
earnest prayer 

for him was made 
to God by the 
church. 6 Now 

when Herod was 
about to bring him 

out, on that very 
night, Peter was 

sleeping between 
two soldiers, bound 

with two chains, 
and sentries 

before the door 
were guarding 

the prison. 7 And 
behold, an angel of 
the Lord stood next 

to him, and a light 
shone in the cell. 

He struck Peter 
on the side and 

woke him, saying, 
“Get up quickly.” 

And the chains 
fell off his hands. 

8 And the angel 
said to him, “Dress 
yourself and put on 
your sandals.” And 
he did so. And he 

said to him, “Wrap 
your cloak around 

you and follow 
me.”....10 When 

they had passed 
the first and the 

second guard, they 
came to the iron 
gate leading into 

the city. It opened 
for them of its own 

accord, and they 
went out and went 

along one street, 
and immediately 

the angel left him. 

O n	Hebrews 11 has been called the Hall of Faith. It catalogues a great company of 
men and women who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, 
put foreign armies to flight (:33–35). Then, in the same breath, the writer pays tribute 
to a very different company of faithful heroes. Those who were tortured, mocked, 
flogged, chained, imprisoned, stoned, sawn in two, and killed with the sword—of 
whom the world was not worthy (:35–38). To which company do you belong? Those 
who triumphed? Or those who were tortured? It doesn’t matter. Only one thing 
matters. Do you belong to the Hall of Faith? Faith isn’t what rescues you. It’s what 
guides you. It may guide you to the [gallows], or it may guide you to victory. You 
don’t know. If you knew, it wouldn’t be faith (RALPH WINTER). Reflect and respond. 

n	On 28th August 2015, a dozen Christian workers were captured by militants near 
Aleppo in Syria. Because they refused to deny Christ, they were tortured and 
beheaded. Their bodies hung on crosses for two days. They have conquered 
[Satan] by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved 
not their lives even unto death (REVELATION 12:11). Observe a moment of silence.

n	On 13th February 2017, Malaysian Pastor Raymond Koh was abducted by 15 men 
in black SUVs and driven off to who knows where. Whatever happened or might 
happen to him, pray that his faith may never fail, because faith is the victory that 
overcomes the world (1 JOHN 5:4). Boldly declare: Though this world with devils filled 
should threaten to undo us, we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph 
through us… The body they may kill. God’s Truth abideth still. His kingdom is 
forever! (MARTIN LUTHER, A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD)

n	On 9th May 2017, the former governor of Jakarta, Basuki Tjahaja Purnama 
(nicknamed Ahok) was imprisoned for ‘blasphemy’. Being ethnic Chinese and 
Christian make him a double-minority in Indonesia. His opponents protested that his 
two-year sentence was too light. They called for his death by hanging or beheading. 
As Ahok sits in jail today, pray this Word: we have this treasure in jars of clay, to 
show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in 
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed. (2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-9)

n	On 26th May 2017, 28 Christians were shot and killed while travelling in a bus to a 
monastery in Egypt. Jesus said, Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill 
the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell (MATTHEW 10:28). 
Pray for persecuted Christians in Egypt. Ask God to strengthen their resolve to 
fearlessly confess Christ before friend or foe, no matter the cost or consequence.
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Singapore is exceptional. We are extremely blessed. We have a wise government 
that recognises religion as a positive force for nation-building. We have freedom to 
profess, practise, and propagate our faith—as long as we do so in wise and winsome 
ways, without causing feelings of enmity, hatred, ill-will or hostility between different 
religious groups (MAINTENANCE OF RELIGIOUS HARMONY ACT, ARTICLE 8). However, God’s kingdom 
mission goes beyond preaching the Gospel. As salt and light, we are responsible to 
practise, promote, and preserve public morality in our nation. LGBT activism is on the 
rise. The agenda is to remove 377A, mainstream homosexuality, redefine Marriage 
and Family, and push for the legalisation of same-sex ‘marriage’ and parenting. 
As God’s people, we are not against the LGBT person. But we are against LGBT 
activism. LGBT activists react through public mocking to mute our voice. Wake up, 
Church. Will we make a stand, whatever the cost?  

n	Declare aloud: God, we love you and your Truth. We count it a great honour to 
be persecuted for righteousness’ sake (MATTHEW 5:10). We uphold your Word as the 
unchanging standard, the compass of our conscience. We refuse to compromise 
or capitulate. We refuse to cower in fear or back down, even if we are labelled 
homophobic bigots. Even if our names get dragged in the mud. Even if our 
companies get blacklisted. Even if our churches get slammed.    

n	Declare aloud: God, we honour you as the founder of Marriage and Family. We 
believe the Family is the fundamental building block of all human civilisations. 
We believe Marriage is the foundation of the Family. We celebrate the sanctity 
of Marriage as you have designed it. Marriage is heterosexual: a sacred union 
between a male and a female. Marriage is exclusive: man and wife forsaking all 
others to become one. Marriage is permanent: no one should split apart what God 
has joined together. Marriage is procreative: be fruitful and multiply (FACEBOOK POST 

BY A MISSIONARY).  Today, we rededicate ourselves to honour, promote, protect, and 
defend these truths in Singapore. We pledge to stand strong on our moral and 
spiritual convictions—regardless of cost or consequence. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. (JOHN 1:5 NLT)

n	Declare aloud: God, we stand on your Word. Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin 
is a reproach to any people (PROVERBS 14:34). We refute the nomenclature of same-sex 
‘marriage’ as a grotesque misnomer. We oppose same-sex ‘marriage’ because: 
(1) It is not marriage. (2) It violates natural law. (3) It always denies a child either 
a father or a mother. (4) It validates and promotes the homosexual lifestyle. (5) It 
turns a moral wrong into a civil right. (6) It does not create a family but a naturally 
sterile union. (7) It defeats the State’s purpose of benefiting marriage. (8) It imposes 
its acceptance on all society. (9) It is on the cutting edge of the Sexual Revolution. 
(10) It offends God. (WWW.TFPSTUDENTACTION.ORG)  

ree at last.

Peter startles the prayer meeting by showing up. How many 
prayer meetings would be equally shocked today if the senior 

pastor showed up? At least Peter had a good excuse for being late.

He turns up at the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, whom 
we meet later in Acts. Rhoda answers the door. But in her joy she 
forgets to open it. She informs those praying round the clock for Peter 
that he has arrived in flesh and blood. They think she’s lost her mind. 
Ironically, the answer to their prayer is standing at the door and they 
don’t believe it! Presumably, God chuckles. But Peter doesn’t laugh. 
He keeps knocking and looking over his shoulder. When he finally 
gets in, he shares his testimony and then goes into hiding.

Peter paid a high price for his obedience to God’s mission. His and 
others’ outreach to the Gentiles posed a threat to Jewish values and 
turned public opinion against the church (22:21–22). James is martyred. 
Peter is put on death row. Although he miraculously escapes, he 
plays no further part in Acts or the Jerusalem Church, except for a 
brief appearance in Acts 15.

It was Peter’s obedience to God’s mission that put him in harm’s 
way and cost him his position as ‘senior pastor’ of the church in 
Jerusalem. He is now replaced by James, the Lord’s brother, a 
conservative Jew whose reputation is not stigmatised by consorting 
with Gentiles. (12:17; 15:13; 21:18) 

The story has two morals. First, he who preaches and runs away lives 
to preach another day. And second, those who kill sacred cows may 
be driven off the farm. But, as the purpose-driven Rick Warren once 
said, sacred cows make great hamburgers.

Was Peter’s obedience worth the risk? Ask Peter. Ask Cornelius. 
Ask the Christians at Antioch. Ask any Christian in Singapore who 
happens to be non-Jewish. Ask yourself. 

Peter’s obedience set the extraordinary precedence for making 
disciples of all peoples to the ends of the earth and to the end of the 
age. That’s why we are here today. 

Go and do likewise.

ACTS 12:12-17 
When he realized 

this, he went to 
the house of Mary, 

the mother of 
John whose other 

name was Mark, 
where many were 
gathered together 
and were praying. 

13 And when he 
knocked at the door 

of the gateway, a 
servant girl named 

Rhoda came to 
answer.  

14 Recognizing 
Peter’s voice, in 

her joy she did not 
open the gate but 

ran in and reported 
that Peter was 
standing at the 

gate. 15 They said to 
her, “You are out of 
your mind.” But she 
kept insisting that it 

was so, and they  
kept saying, “It  

is his angel!”  
16 But Peter 

continued knocking, 
and when they 

opened, they saw 
him and were 

amazed. 17 But 
motioning to them 

with his hand to be 
silent, he described 

to them how the 
Lord had brought 

him out of the 
prison. And he said, 
“Tell these things to 

James and to the 
brothers.” Then he 
departed and went 

to another place.

F
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erod leaves God out of his reckoning.

First mistake: He curries favour with the Jews by killing 
James and imprisoning Peter.

Second mistake: As if the famine wasn’t bad enough, Herod wages 
a trade war with Tyre and Sidon, which depended on his realm for 
food, as Singapore depends on Malaysia for water. The two towns 
sent a delegation to make peace with Herod. But then, something 
extraordinary happened.
Third mistake: Herod exalts himself. Luke is sparse on details. His 
contemporary historian Josephus fills us in. During a spectacular 
event in honour of Claudius Caesar, Herod made a grand spectacle 
of himself. He donned a glittery garment of silver that caught the rays 
of the rising sun as he entered the theatre to speak. Flattering voices 
praised him as a god.
At this point, according to Luke, an angel of the Lord struck Herod 
down. Presumably, it’s the same angel that delivered Peter from prison 
that put Herod in his place . . .  because he did not give God the glory, 
and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. (12:23) 

The Greek word translated breathed his last in verse 23 is rare in the 
New Testament. The only other place it occurs is where Luke uses 
it to describe the bizarre deaths of Ananias and Sapphira (5:5, 10). The 
phrase eaten by worms is a typical Greek way of describing the death 
of an enemy of God. Lessons learned: 

• The kingdom strikes back.  
• God is good, but he’s not safe.  
• It is foolish to infringe on God’s holiness.  
• It is fatal to rob God of his glory.  
• Whoever exalts himself will be put in his place.  
• The gates of hell cannot prevail against the Church.

Politics and the power of hell are no match for the power of prayer. 
The tables are turned against Herod. Heaven gets the last word: The 
word of God increased and multiplied (:24). Thus Luke reminds us 
again that persecution is a gateway for the kingdom. Opposition is an 
opportunity for the reign of God to manifest in human history as long 
as the Church responds rightly—in unceasing prayer, unbroken unity, 
and uncompromising witness.

ACTS 12:20-25 
Now Herod was 

angry with the 
people of Tyre and 

Sidon, and they 
came to him with 
one accord, and 

having persuaded 
Blastus, the king’s 
chamberlain, they 
asked for peace, 

because their 
country depended 

on the king’s 
country for food.  

21 On an appointed 
day Herod put on 

his royal robes, 
took his seat 

upon the throne, 
and delivered an 
oration to them. 

22 And the people 
were shouting, 
“The voice of a 

god, and not  
of a man!”  

23 Immediately an 
angel of the Lord 
struck him down, 

because he did 
not give God the 

glory, and he was 
eaten by worms 

and breathed 
his last. 24 But 

the word of God 
increased and 

multiplied.

H
n	Have you left God out of your reckoning? Remember Herod. Remember the Rich 

Fool: This night your soul is required of you (LUKE 12:20). Fools come in all shapes 
and sizes. There are rich fools and poor fools. Young fools and old fools. Weak 
fools and power fools. But God is nobody’s fool. The fool says in his heart: There 
is no God (PSALM 53:1). Is God always in your thoughts? Or seldom? Are all of your 
deeds done in God’s name and for his glory? What is the source of energy for all 
that you’re about? Is it the Holy Spirit or the Herod spirit? Self-examine. Pray.

n	The rule of a Jewish king was meant to be an extension of the rule of heaven on 
earth. But Herod extended the rule of hell on earth. He manifested the anti-Christ 
spirit. He made his choice. What’s your choice? Will your life be an extension of 
heaven or hell? Is your leadership style oppressive and toxic? Are you a glory-
thief, taking credit for work you did not do? You may the CEO of a great company, 
but what are you becoming on the inside? This is your ultimate testimony. Search 
deep within. What’s on the inside? Ask God for a pure heart: No evil attitudes. No 
selfish ambition. No envy. No politics. No anger. No strife. But a keen awareness 
of the evil within and without. And a will to resist it unto death. Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God. (MATTHEW 5:8)

n	Herod spent his last moments basking in human glory while failing to give God 
the glory. Beware, none of us are above the temptation. The healing revival of the 
1940s and 50s in America produced the likes of William Branham, Oral Roberts, T.L. 
Osborn, and many others. Thousands were healed. Tens of thousands were saved. 
But that great revival peaked and fizzled out before the decade of the 50s was over. 
Why? The list of abuses is ominous: Individualism and lack of accountability. Hype 
and triumphalism. Affluence and aggressive fund-raising. Pride and self-exaltation. 
Such abuses hinder and kill revival. Will we heed the warning? Are we making 
spectacles of ourselves with our illusions of grandeur? Do we idolise and flatter 
human leaders, dropping names at every chance to impress others? If so, we put 
them and ourselves in grave danger. Let us humble ourselves before God. Repent 
of human pride and vanity. Weep over any abuses you have committed or may 
have seen in church or at work. Revival begins with a broken and contrite spirit. 
Pray. The greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will 
be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. (MATTHEW 23:11–12)

n	Don’t pray against the Herods of our time. Pray for them. There’s absolutely no room 
for revenge, retaliation or vengeance in the Gospel (ARCHBISHOP BEN KWASHI). Ask God 
to give them time and grace to repent. Pray that the Church will always respond 
in a right spirit to opposition: Unceasing prayer. Unbroken unity. Uncompromising 
witness. The gates of hell will not prevail against the church. (MATTHEW 16:18) 
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s Singapore the Antioch of Asia?

Antioch of ancient Syria was a thriving commercial centre 
on the main highway linking east and west. Its people were 

cosmopolitan, multiracial, multicultural, and largely migrants. The 
parallels to Singapore are obvious. But the bar goes higher than 
demographics.

Antioch became the next strategic centre of Christianity after 
Jerusalem. It was led by prophets and teachers who were also 
missionaries. All the leaders named in Acts 13:1 were expatriates. 
They were a multi-cultural mission team establishing the church in 
Antioch. They not only excelled in charismatic gifts of prophecy and 
teaching. They also practised spiritual discipline. Luke says they were 
worshipping the Lord and fasting. (:2) 

This was not soulish entertainment masquerading as worship (RICHARD 

FOSTER). Nor were they trying to create an atmosphere or hype 
the crowd. Their attention was fixed on God. The Greek word for 
worshiping in verse 2 is hard to translate. If the English word liturgy 
were a verb, it would do well. These five men were liturgising the 
Lord. That means they were ministering to God in disciplined ways 
like priests and Levites on duty in the temple. Like Zechariah when 
the Angel Gabriel appeared to him (LUKE 1:5–23). The liturgical element 
here suggests that the leaders of the Antioch Church made use 
of traditional Jewish forms of worship. Continuity with Israel’s past 
remains unbroken.  

Spiritual discipline translates into spiritual direction. In the Antioch 
environment of reverence and worship, the Holy Spirit spoke: Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them. What do they do next? Collect an offering? Convene a mission 
conference? Draw up a road map? Party at the kopitiam? No. They 
extend their fast! They pray. They lay hands on the missionaries and 
send them off.
The Antioch Church models the three-fold priority of every church and 
every believer: They minister to God. They minister to one another. 
They minister to the world. When we minister to God in prayer 
and fasting, worship and spiritual songs, God ministers to us. This 
empowers us to minister to one another. This, in turn, empowers 
ministry to the world. This is the Antioch environment.

ACTS 13:1-3  
Now there were 
in the church at 

Antioch prophets 
and teachers, 

Barnabas, Simeon 
who was called 
Niger, Lucius of 

Cyrene, Manaen 
a lifelong friend 

of Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. 

2 While they were 
worshiping the 

Lord and fasting, 
the Holy Spirit 

said, “Set apart for 
me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work 

to which I have 
called them.” 3 

Then after fasting 
and praying they 

laid their hands 
on them and sent 

them off. 

I
the antioch environment

n		Revival does not wipe the slate clean. In fact, a classic feature of revivals is that 
they unearth treasures of the past that have been forgotten or dismissed by the 
present generation (MATTHEW 13:52). Liturgy is not dead. Hymns are not hibernating. 
The Barna Group has found that more than 40% of those aged 18 to 29 prefer a 
more traditional faith over a hip version of Christianity. Kathleen Ward of Church 
in a Circle was among the first to identify this trend: When I was young, there was 
nothing worse for a church than to be ‘traditional’. We stripped back the liturgy, 
swapped the organ for a drum-kit, and replaced the hymnals with Hillsong. ... We 
were desperate to present a cool, socially acceptable, ‘relevant’ package for modern 
culture. Today, something unexpected is happening... a small but distinct movement 
of young people are… heading back towards traditional worship services, where 
sacraments are central… and the liturgy has a historic rootedness about it… Young 
people are embracing ‘un-cool’ church and becoming ‘liturgy nerds’. (GRANT WISHARD)

  Wake up, Church. We ignore these truths to our own peril. Millennials look for 
authenticity and rootedness. Ask God to forgive us for stereotyping youth—for 
assuming that they are all in love with visuals and vibrations coming from the stage. 
May we not miss the revival that God sends which might look very different from 
what we fancy. Pray the Word: Ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; 
and walk in it, and find rest for your souls (JEREMIAH 6:16). Every scribe who has been 
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old. (MATTHEW 13:52) 

 n	Fasting is a classic spiritual discipline. But in Singapore, feasting is our national 
pasttime. We talk more passionately about food than God, not to mention fasting. 
Jesus said: My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his 
work (JOHN 4:34). Social media is another national obsession. We’re more connected 
to the online world than to God. Our preoccupation with food and Facebook proves 
that our neglect of spiritual disciplines is not due to a lack of time. Revival signals 
change. Pray now. Renounce these and other obsessions and distractions. Cultivate 
a genuine hunger and thirst for God. As the deer pants for streams of water, so my 
soul pants for you, my God (PSALM 42:1). I long for the Lord more than sentries long for 
the dawn (PSALM 130:6). Regain mastery over food. Fix a day a week to fast a meal or 
two. Use that time to feast on the Word. Determine to set a new rhythm. Establish 
a time once or twice a day when you go offline to connect with God on a deeper 
level. Give God your undivided attention, affection, and allegiance. 

 n		Antioch was a great teaching centre, not only in the time of Acts, but in the centuries 
that followed. Give thanks to God for blessing Singapore with many home-grown 
theologians and Bible scholars. Pray that this will continue for many generations.   
Visualise an Antioch Centre of Excellence in biblical teaching to bless Asia. Pray.
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ake your hands off my missionaries.

That’s how Ed Silvoso paraphrases Acts 13:2, which reads, 
Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 

have called them. The Greek text is as serious as Silvoso’s rendering. 
It has the force of a divine subpoena.

The summons of the Spirit was no surprise to Saul. He was set 
apart from his mother’s womb (GALATIANS 1:15). His biographical data in 
Acts and his letters show that some 12 years had passed since his 
conversion and calling at Damascus. In other words, Saul wasn’t 
called yesterday and commissioned today. There was a long season 
of waiting, preparation, and obscurity.

Saul spent his time wisely: witnessing in Damascus, reflecting in 
Arabia, evangelising in Jerusalem, waiting in Tarsus, teaching 
disciples and ministering to the Lord in Antioch. And now, in a sacred 
moment of worship and fasting, the Spirit confirms his calling in the 
hearing of his circle of accountability.

You may be dead sure of your calling. But please answer two 
questions: One, are you willing to wait indefinitely and serve faithfully 
in whatever your hand finds to do—until the Holy Spirit summons you 
to your magnum opus, your life’s work? And two, has your calling 
been confirmed to your spiritual leaders? If you cannot answer yes 
to both questions, then you may need to wait a while longer for the 
summons of the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is the Mission Director. He selects, summons, and 
sends out workers into the harvest. He empowers them and guides 
them on their way. When the Spirit summons Barnabas and Saul, the 
other leaders don’t argue. They set them apart and release them to 
their calling and destiny. From this point on, the Spirit takes control of 
the mission: So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to 
Seleucia and from there to Cyprus. (ACTS 13:4) 

Missionaries in Acts are church-based, but not church-bound. 
Barnabas and Saul were the senior leaders of the Antioch Church. 
They had their hands full, pastoring and teaching this first and 
flourishing Gentile congregation. But when the Holy Spirit spoke, they 
dropped everything and answered the call. This is the Antioch effect. 
Anything like your church?

ACTS 13:2-4  
... the Holy Spirit 

said, “Set apart for 
me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work 

to which I have 
called them.” 3 

Then after fasting 
and praying they 

laid their hands 
on them and sent 

them off. 4 So, 
being sent out by 

the Holy Spirit, 
they went down to 
Seleucia, and from 

there they sailed 
to Cyprus.

T n		So, you think you are called. But no one else does. It’s okay. Have patience. 
Remember Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Jesus, Paul, William Carey, and Hudson 
Taylor. All of these and many others heard the call of God in their youth. But then 
they waited many long years for the moment of confirmation and commissioning. 
Some waited in obscurity. Others in exile. God is not in a hurry. Why are you? 
Carl Jung famously wrote: Hurry is not of the devil; hurry is the devil. Here’s some 
advice from a veteran minister: Time is precious. Use it wisely. Settle down in a local 
church. Submit to the leadership. Grow in the Word. Serve faithfully in whatever 
your hand and heart find to do. Do all unto the Lord with all your might. Discover 
and develop whatever spiritual gifts God has given you. Above all, learn to pray. 
Turn this great counsel into prayer. Pray much. Pray deep. Pray well. He has made 
everything beautiful and appropriate in its time. He has also planted eternity [a 
sense of divine purpose] in the human heart, [a mysterious longing which nothing 
under the sun can satisfy, except God]. (ECCLESIASTES 3:11, AMP) 

n		Senior Pastor JD Greear, author of Gaining by Losing: Why the Future Belongs to 
Churches that Send, puts it well: Our God is a sending God. He sent his best into the 
world to save us. Jesus is referred to as ‘sent’ forty-four times in the New Testament. 
After his resurrection, Jesus passed his identity on to his disciples: ‘As the Father 
has sent me, I am sending you’ (JOHN 20:21). We must cease measuring success by 
‘seating capacity’ and view ministry success as ‘sending capacity.’ Seating capacity 
is comfortable. It’s safe. But sending capacity is risky and frightening. Seating 
capacity makes the churches’ leaders look important. But sending capacity makes 
the mission—and Jesus—look important. Towards SG100, may this be the new 
norm for the Singapore Church. Earnestly pray.  

n		Senior Pastors, are you ready to leave the 99 and step out into the unknown to 
search for lost sheep? Will you surrender your right hand man to the subpoena of 
the Spirit? Antioch was pleased to send out their best, their two top leaders. Are 
we? Or do we prefer to send out trouble-makers to be rid of them? Pray: Lord, 
the choice of labourers is your prerogative. They are your property. We take our 
hands off those whom you are sending. We surrender our best to you. Our senior 
leaders. Our sons and daughters. Whoever and whenever you should choose. And 
yes, even me Lord, if you so desire. Here I am! Send me. (ISAIAH 6:8) 

n		The synergy between the Antioch Church and the apostolic team are further 
expressions of the koinonia of the Spirit. How is the relationship between sending 
churches and sending agencies in Singapore? Are there unresolved tensions and 
grievances? Pray for reconciliation, mutual esteem, mutual accountability, and 
divine synergy—so that we may fulfill our Antioch destiny. To God be the glory!
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hat is the legacy of Antioch?

If we can answer that question, we will know to what extent 
Singapore has fulfilled her destiny as the Antioch of Asia.

When Paul and Barnabas completed their first missionary journey, 
they called the Antioch Church together and declared all that God had 
done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles 
(ACTS 14:27). This in a nutshell is the legacy of Antioch: God opened a 
door of faith among the unreached peoples of the ancient world.

Zoom in closer. Antioch is a watershed in the Book of Acts and in the 
first-century Church. Before Antioch, there were no local church-based 
missions to the Gentiles. Before Antioch, the Jesus Movement was 
a sect within Judaism, confined largely to ethnic Jews and clothed in 
Jewish culture, with few exceptions.

After Antioch, however, local churches and apostolic mission teams 
synergised to reach the Gentiles. After Antioch, the Jesus Movement 
stripped off its Jewish skin and clothed itself in forms that could 
instantly take root in Gentile culture. After Antioch, the Christian 
faith became a global faith for all the peoples of the earth. This is 
the legacy of ancient Antioch. And this is the yardstick for assessing 
Singapore’s progress as the Antioch of Asia.

So, imagine this. You are reading a history of the Singapore Church in 
the year 2065 or SG100. This is what it says:

Before Singapore, Christianity was primarily clothed in western 
forms and schooled in western theology. Before Singapore, most 
missionaries were working among people groups that were already 
evangelised or Christianised. Before Singapore, there was a long 
history of nagging tensions between local churches and mission 
agencies.

But after Singapore, churches and mission agencies got their act 
together and synergised their efforts to reach the unevangelised 
world. After Singapore, Christianity shed its western cultural baggage 
and adopted forms that appealed more effectively to Muslims, Hindus, 
and Buddhists. After Singapore, most missionaries began reaching out 
to the unreached peoples of Asia and beyond.

Will the legacy of Antioch become the legacy of Singapore? 

ACTS 14:27  
And when 

[Barnabas and 
Paul] arrived [in 

Antioch] and 
gathered the 

church together, 
they declared 

all that God had 
done with them, 
and how he had 

opened a door 
of faith to the 

Gentiles. 

W n	A Church for Every People, the Gospel for Every Person (AD2000 AND BEYOND MOVEMENT). 
Will the Singapore Church do in Asia what the Antioch Church did in the Roman 
Empire? Will church and mission leaders synergise in prayer and action until God 
sends out his apostolic harvest force to the unreached peoples of Asia and beyond? 
Will we bridge the Gospel to people of other faiths who are ripe for harvest but 
resistant to Christianity in its western forms? Will Singapore be the Antioch of Asia? 
Pray and declare.

n	The Antioch Church continued to make salvation history far beyond the narrative 
of Acts. It became an Apostolic Mother-Church with a distinguished line of Church 
Fathers, Bishops, and Martyrs. By the end of the fourth century, the city of Antioch 
had become a great teaching centre with far reaching influence. 

 n	Majulah, Antioch of Asia! Turn the inspiring lyrics of our national anthem into prayer.   
May God’s global mission be at the core of our noble aspiration  (cita-cita kita yang 
mulia ).  Let us unit e  in a new spirit  (marilah kita bersatu dengan semangat yang 
baru)   .  Let our voices soar as one  (semua kita berseru). Onward Singapore (majulah 
Singapura). March on. Spread far. Reach wide. Multiply disciples everywhere so 
that everyone knows someone who truly follows Jesus. (CRU)  

Lord, make us a Church that changes the world:
A Church that is full of the Holy Spirit. 
A Church that teaches the unadulterated Word of God.
A Church that hears and heeds the voice of prophecy.
A Church that obeys the evangelistic mandate.
A Church that obeys the cultural mandate.
A Church that remembers and serves the poor.
A Church that practises both spiritual gifts and spiritual disciplines.
A Church that worships God in spirit and truth, in prayer and fasting.
A Church that prioritises ministry to God, to one another, and to the world.
A Church that releases those with unique gifts and callings to specific ministries.
A Church that sends out its best into your ripened harvest.
A Church that bridges the gap between reached and unreached peoples.
A Church that exports the pure Gospel of Jesus without excess cultural baggage.
A Church that God uses to open a door of faith for the unreached peoples of Asia.
A Church that de-westernises Christianity for the unevangelised world.
A Church that follows the leading of the Spirit into uncharted waters.
A Church that completes the journey to the ends of the earth.
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n	 Speak life over our leaders: The Lord bless you and 
keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance 
upon you and give you peace. (NUMBERS 6:24-26)

togetherness as Singaporeans? That 
depends on how we respond to the 
challenges and crises that will come 
our way. SG50 strengthened our sense 
of nationhood and togetherness. We 
grieved together at Mr Lee Kuan Yew’s 
passing. At the SEA Games and the 
Asian Para Games, we cheered Team 
Singapore on. At the SG50 National 
Day Parade, we celebrated how far we 
had come as One People, One Nation. 
After such highs, we might think, can 
things get any better after SG50? Can 
the best yet to come? The answer is a 
resounding ‘Yes’. 
This year, we showed ourselves and 
showed the world what Singapore can be 
beyond SG50. We are people building on 
the work of each generation, looking to 
the future with confidence, a nation where 
a young Singapore boy can achieve his 
dream, inspired by his grand uncle, the 
first Olympian from Singapore, spurred 
by his parents’ and coaches’ unwavering 
belief, dedicating himself to his goal, 
persevering through ups and downs, 
cheered on by the whole nation and that’s 
how we produced an Olympic champion 
in Rio – Joseph Schooling. 
Joseph will inspire many more, younger 
and older, to chase their dreams, to make 
the impossible come true. We are a nation 
where every Singaporean has a place, as 
we saw at the NDP this year, regardless 
of race or religion, whether you are able-
bodied, or we have special needs, we 
stand together with pride singing, ‘Count 

EXCERPTED | NATIONAL DAY RALLY 2016, SPEECH BY PRIME MINISTER LEE HSIEN LOONG

n	 Singaporeans will 
forever remember 
National Day Rally 
2016 when Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong had a brief 
fainting spell midway 
through his speech. 
Prayerfully reflect 
on Prime Minister’s 
inspiring words 
(excerpted below). 
Pray as prompted  
by the Spirit: 

I f you look 
beyond 2030 
into the next 

50 years, what can 
Singapore be? Well, 
that is mostly for our 
children to imagine 
and to create, but 
it is our duty to 
sketch the outlines 
of SG100 and 
launch our children 
into their lives and 
futures…. There is 
much to look forward 
to and we must 
aim high. But the 
intangibles are even 
more important. Will 
we be stronger as 
one people? Will 
the Singapore Spirit 
grow? Will we feel 
more pride and

on me, Singapore’ and signing ‘Count on 
me, Singapore’ because we know we can 
count on one another as we sing Majulah 
Singapura. With this spirit, Singapore will 
advance in our nation-building journey. 
We don’t know how we’ll be tested, we 
do not wish for tribulations to befall us, 
just to test our mettle, but some troubles 
will surely come and I am sure we won’t 
be short of challenges. We will be tested 
as one people and we must not be found 
wanting.
Recently, somebody asked me at a 
dialogue, ‘If God appeared before 
you and offered you three wishes for 
Singapore, what you would ask for?’ I 
paused. I was taken aback. I thought 
about it and I said, if I ask for material 
things, we will regret it because after 
you have got it, you have consumed 
it, you have enjoyed it, you will not be 
satisfied, you will want more. But what I 
would like to have is that we be blessed 
with a ‘divine discontent’ – always 
not quite satisfied with what we have, 
always driven to do better. At the same 
time, we have the wisdom to count our 
blessings so that we know how precious 
Singapore is and we know how to enjoy it 
and to protect it. And that if we have just 
these two wishes fulfilled, I think that is 
enough because then, we can keep on 
keeping Singapore special and building 
something special in Singapore for many 
more years and then, we can achieve 
happiness, prosperity and progress for 
our nation. Thank you and goodnight. 



HOW TO FAST

You are free to fast however the 
Spirit leads you. Here are some 
options:

Total Fast
	Abstain from solid foods and 

beverages for 24 hours. Take only 
water.

Partial Fast
	Abstain from solid foods for an 

extended part of the day. Take only 
water. You may fast from sunrise 
to sundown or from breakfast to 
afternoon tea.

1-Meal Fast
	Sacrifice one full meal a day. 

Beverage Fast
	Abstain from solid foods for 24 

hours. Take only water and liquid 
foods such as milk, milo or other 
health beverages.

Daniel Fast
	Abstain from meats and other 

favourite delicacies. Take only small 
portions of fresh vegetables, fruit 
and juices. You may practise this as 
a 40.Day routine. Or as Daniel 1:12 
suggests, make this a 10-day fast. 

Esther Fast
	Abstain from solid foods for 24 

hours for 3 days. [ESTHER 4:16]

HOW TO ENJOY FASTING

	Set aside time each day to seek 
God in prayer and fasting. It may be 
half an hour or one hour or more. 
	Adopt an attitude of prayer as you 

go about your daily duties at home, 
at work or at school. Apply what 
you’ve learned in tangible actions.
	Scale down your normal activities. 

Avoid rigorous exercise such as 
rock-climbing, cycling or jogging.
	Be alert. Besides fasting from food, 

fast from things that distract, such as 
TV, social media, cybergames, or 
things that destroy such as coarse 
jesting or careless words.
	Break your fast gradually and 

wisely. For health reasons, you 
should consume small portions as 
you break fast, avoiding chilli or 
acidic foods as much as possible.

HOW TO USE THIS 
PRAYER GUIDE
Daily pray through the 40.Day prayer 
guide. For each entry, first read aloud 
the Scripture passage and then the 
devotional. Reflect on it. 
	Study the prayer prompters. Pray 

as suggested. Pray as the Spirit 
leads. Stop, listen and wait for 
impressions from the Spirit. Record 
them in your personal journal. 
Whatever He says to you, just do it.

HOW TO INVOLVE OTHERS

Fasting together as a group is easier than doing it alone. 

	Family
Agree to fast and pray as a family. Decide on the type of fast 
your family members are comfortable with. Use this 40.Day 
prayer guide for your family devotion. 

	Neighbours
Find out who are the Christians in your block. Get together 
as often as possible to pray. 

	Cell Group
Get more copies of this 40.Day prayer guide for your 
cell members. As a group, commit to a specific type of 
fast. Throughout this 40.Day period, yearn for personal 
transformation and national transformation. Ask God to 
use your group to be His mouthpiece and His outstretched 
hands at home, at work, on campus, and in the community.

	Friends
In this super-wired city, prayer is easier than ever before. 
Keep a daily prayer appointment with a friend via social 
media. Send reminders via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
SMS, whatsapp. At the agreed time, connect to pray!  

	Office
Inspire colleagues to fast with you. Utilise tea breaks or 
lunch breaks at the office to pray together. Follow the 40.Day 
prayer guide. Rally others in your same office block to pray 
together.

	Morning Prayer
Daily. 6.30am to 8.30am. Kum Yan Methodist Church. Level 
6. Nearest MRT Station: Bras Basah | Exit A.

	City@Prayer
July 1 to August 8: Mondays to Fridays. 12.30pm to 1.30pm. 
St Andrew’s Cathedral, The Nave | Main Sanctuary.
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esus says: Let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
(MATTHEW 5:16)

Imagine all the good we can do together as good Christians and good 
citizens who love Singapore.

One great way of doing good to bless our nation is by giving blood.

Minister Grace Fu calls it the ultimate act of philanthropy. Because when 
we give blood, we give a part of ourselves for a noble cause : to save lives. 

Civic leaders call it a selfless act in Total Defence. Because when we 
give blood, we extend a lifeline to fellow Singaporeans in need: precious 
people, our nation’s greatest asset! 

Community leaders call it the Singapore spirit of care and share. Because 
when we give blood, we strengthen community bonds, regardless of race, 
language or religion.

With the threat of terror, an ageing population, and the blessing of longer 
life expectancy, Singapore urgently needs to expand its pool of regular 
blood donors.

Indeed, every drop of human blood is a priceless Drop of Life, and there is 
no substitute.

So, let us do good by giving blood. Jesus’ Golden Rule says: Do to others 
what you would have others do to you. We never know. A day may come 
when we ourselves may need the gift of blood to save our own lives!

Be a regular donor. Do it as often as you can. Do it as long as you can.

Do all the good you can. By all the means you can.  
In all the ways you can. In all the places you can.  
At all the times you can. To all the people you can.  
As long as ever you can. (JOHN WESLEY)

To pre-book your slot, visit redcross.sg/dropsoflifeA lovesingapore blood donation drive  
in partnership with Singapore Red Cross Society
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