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Twenty-Eleven is a year of reckoning. That’s not foresight. It’s hindsight. 
The stunning events of the past six months confirm it: The Arab uprising. 
The killing of al-Qaeda’s top leaders. The arrest of the two men suspected 
of the genocides in Rwanda and Bosnia. The indictment of the IMF chief 
for sexual assault. The exposure of a New York congressman who tweeted 
lewd pictures of himself. Just to name a few. God is settling accounts 
suddenly and severely.

Twenty-Eleven has also seen an alarming increase in natural disasters: 
the earthquake, tsunami, and meltdown in Japan, monster tornados and 
floods in the USA, wildfires and volcanoes in Europe and the Americas, 
the worse droughts to hit Africa, Europe, and China in decades, the E.coli 
outbreak in Germany. How many more disasters must strike before we 
see the last grains of sand sifting through the hour glass? Crisis demands 
response. 

We are living through an Eleventh-Hour moment in history. The world 
as we know it is coming to an end. God is tipping scales, turning tables, 
testing hearts. God is writing on your wall. Are you reading the signs? 
This is no time to be half-hearted or fainthearted. Our redemption (or 
retribution) draws near. Astonishingly, this is the theme of the majority of 
Jesus’ parables.

Parables are pray-ables. They are about as close as you can get to the 
mind of Christ. The stories He told address our times as they did His. They 
not only comfort and console, they also confront and convict. Rightly read, 
they read us. They expose our secrets and bring us to our knees. They 
warn us to wise up to the Midnight Hour. The way to be ready then is to 
get ready now. All is at stake. Fast and pray. Watch and wait. 

Sleepers, Awake!

The Eleventh Hour



HOW TO INVOLVE OTHERS

Fasting together as a group is easier than doing it alone. 

■  Family
Agree to fast and pray as a family. Decide on the type of fast 
your family members are comfortable with. Use this 40-Day 
prayer guide for your family devotion. 

■  Neighbours
Find out who are the Christians in your block. Get together 
as often as possible for prayer. 

■  Cell Group
Obtain more copies of this 40-Day prayer guide for your cell 
members. As a group, commit yourselves to a specific type 
of fast. Throughout this 40-Day period, yearn for personal 
transformation and national transformation. Ask God to use 
your cell group to be His mouthpiece and His outstretched 
hands here in Singapore and  the nations.

■  Friends
In this city of mobile phones, prayer is really just a beep 
away. Keep a daily prayer appointment with a friend by 
phone. Send SMS reminders. At the agreed time, connect 
to pray!

■  Office
Inspire colleagues to fast with you. Utilise tea breaks or 
lunch breaks at the office to pray together. Follow the 40-
Day prayer guide. Rally others in your same office block to 
pray together.

■  City@Prayer
Every weekday. 1-2 pm. City Mission Church, The Arcade 
Office Building • 13th Floor • Opposite Collyer Quay. Nearest 
MRT Station: Raffles Place. Join with Christians from all 
walks of life, representing diverse church families, to pray 
for Singapore and the nations.

■ Copyright and Distribution Enquiries: Please send an email to LoveSingapore 
at fortyday.2011@gmail.com or visioncity.singapore@gmail.com 

HOW TO FAST

You are free to fast however the 
Spirit leads you. Here are some 
options:

Total Fast
■ Abstain from solid foods and 
beverages for 24 hours. Take only 
water.

Partial Fast
■ Abstain from solid foods for an 
extended part of the day. Take only 
water. You may fast from sunrise 
to sundown or from breakfast to 
afternoon tea.

1-Meal Fast
■ Sacrifice one full meal a day. 

Beverage Fast
■ Abstain from solid foods for 24 
hours. Take only water and liquid 
foods such as milk, milo or other 
health beverages.

Daniel Fast
■ Abstain from meats and other 
favourite delicacies. Take only small 
portions of fresh vegetables, fruit 
and juices. You may practise this as 
a 40-day routine. Or as Daniel 1:12 
suggests, make this a 10-day fast. 

Esther Fast
■ Abstain from solid foods for 24 
hours for 3 days. [ESTHER 4:16]

HOW TO ENJOY FASTING

■ Set aside time each day to seek 
God in prayer and fasting. It may be 
half an hour or one hour or more. 
■ Adopt an attitude of prayer as you 
go about your daily duties at home, 
at work or at school. Apply what you 
learnt in tangible actions.
■ Scale down your normal activities. 
Avoid rigorous exercise such as 
rock-climbing, cycling or jogging.
■ Be alert! Besides fasting from food, 
fast from things that distract, such as 
television, internet, computer games; 
or things that destroy such as coarse 
jesting or careless words.
■ Break your fast gradually and 
wisely. For health reasons, you 
should consume small portions as 
you break fast, avoiding chilli or 
acidic foods as much as possible.

HOW TO USE THIS 
PRAYER GUIDE
Daily pray through the 40-Day prayer 
guide. For each entry, first read 
aloud and meditate on the Scripture 
referenced. 
■ Pray as the Spirit leads. Stop, 
listen and wait for impressions from 
the Spirit. 
■ Record them in your personal 
journal. And then, whatever He says 
to you, just do it.
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This generation! 

They fiddle while Rome burns.  Not only the crowds, but 
also their leaders—distinguished scholars, professional 
theologians, ordained clergy. Like pouting children yelling to 
their peers: We call a fast and you hold a concert! We host 
a banquet and you call a solemn assembly! They are critical 
of everyone but themselves: John the Baptist is too grim and 
gloomy. He barks and bites. Jesus Christ is a party animal, 
too loose and light. 

This generation! Nothing suits them. They send reps to John 
and Jesus and conclude that they have nothing to learn from 
them: We don’t need to come to terms with you. You didn’t 
even study in our institution.

This generation! Sorted out into cliques and camps, they 
clamour for attention and compete for dominance. They want 
everyone else to dance to their tune. The Pharisees tout 
hyper-holiness. The Zealots champion political liberation. 
The Sadducees safeguard the status quo. And a little-known 
group, the Essenes, they write everyone off and keep to 
themselves. 

The scariest thing about this little parable is how easy it is to 
miss the Kingdom. This generation was not entirely  indifferent. 
Many were seeking the Kingdom. But most of them missed it. 
Why? As this parable shows, they were competitive, critical of 
others, and preoccupied with themselves. When the Kingdom 
finally came, they were too blur to see it. Of that generation, 
only two got it right—John and Jesus, with their discounted 
disciples, rejected by those who knew it all.

This generation! They cut themselves out of the loop (Luke 7:30). 
They missed the day of their visitation. They went on playing 
their quaint little marketplace games while the Kingdom of 
heaven quietly passed them by. 

They fiddled while their city burned. (Luke 19:44) 
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generation blur

Matthew 11
16“But  to  what  wi l l  I 
compare this generation? 
It is like children sitting 
in the marketplaces and 
calling to one another, 
17 ‘We played the flute 
for you, and you did not 
dance; we wailed, and 
you did not mourn.’ 18 For 
John came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they say, 
‘He has a demon’; 19 the 
Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they 
say, ‘Look, a glutton and 
a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ 
Yet wisdom is vindicated 
by her deeds.”

SEEK THE KINGDOM

Someone once said: Those who do not learn from history are doomed to 
repeat it. 
Jesus’ generation missed it and messed up big time. But we don’t have to 
repeat their folly. We must ask ourselves: what kind of Church will future 
generations inherit? Our posture and choices today will define our times and 
our legacy. This 40 Day season, let us be absolutely honest and ruthless 
with ourselves. Don’t play games. Don’t play God. Time is not on our side. 
It’s the 11th hour.  

■ Think about it. What’s causing so much disharmony...is the fact that too 
many want to beat the big drum, too few are willing to face the music, and 
none want to play second fiddle (HENRY KISSINGER, Adapted). 

■ Look inside. Personalise the issues. Am I all wrapped up in my own little 
world? What kind of atmosphere do I bring to my home, church and workplace? 
Am I a unifier or a divider? Have I been pushing my own agenda in the name 
of God, in the name of ministry? In all of my doing, what am I becoming? Ask 
God to show you your blindspots. Repent of carnality, immaturity, self-conceit, 
competition, and strife.  

■ Look around: How are we doing as a Body? Are we seeking His Kingdom 
or building our own little kingdoms? Where are we relationally? Are we 
distancing ourselves, downing churches, discrediting ministries, demeaning 
movements—just because they don’t act or sound like us and don’t dance to 
our tune? Or because we don’t like the leaders? Are we resisting God? For 
the sake of His glory and for the sake of the future, we must repent. We must 
reject business as usual. Today, make right with God, make right with man. 
Close a chapter, turn a page, re-write history, and move on—as ONE—in 
purity of purpose and passion.

■ Make this your personal manifesto: In the fear of God and for the sake of 
His name in this city, I pledge never to walk alone, but with others. I will draw 
near, close ranks, and work together with others. I will think the best of others, 
speak well of others, esteem others better than myself. I will celebrate the 
success of others, serve others, learn from others. I will listen deeply, love 
richly, and lead wisely—so that the Church in Singapore will flourish and 
fabulously fulfill her destiny in God.



tsunami warning
JULY

Bad weather affects us all.

Rain, flood, and winds are sure to come. Jesus’ disciples 
will go through the same storms as everyone else and even 
worse. They will face rejection, persecution, and some will 
die as martyrs. The ultimate test for everyone is the Final 
Judgment. On that Day, many will be horrified to see their life 
work swept away by the wave.

The Parable of the Two Houses makes a contrast between 
wise and foolish builders. Presumably, the two houses are the 
same. The only difference is the foundation. Wise disciples 
build on rock. Fair-weather Christians build on sand.

How to build on rock? Jesus answers specifically. Hear 
these words of Mine and act on them (Matthew 7:24). This saying 
concludes the Sermon on the Mount. Building on rock, 
therefore, means living the Sermon on the Mount. Turn the 
other cheek, go the second mile, and care for the poor. Love 
your enemies, pray for your persecutors, and forgive your 
debtors. Be salt and light, be reconciled, and do to others as 
you would have them do to you. And so on. Those who hear, 
believe, and obey these words of Jesus will survive all the 
storms of life, including death. Their house will stand in the 
Final Judgment.

On the other hand, we can confess Christ, attend church, 
and even study theology. We can prophesy, work miracles, 
and cast out demons. Great! Do more. But according to this 
parable, those who hear the words of Jesus and do not act 
on them are building on sand (Matthew 7:26). Their house will not 
withstand the storms of life, death, and the Final Judgment.

So then, are we saved by works? No. We are saved for works 
(Ephesians 2:8-10). The faith that saves us also helps us to obey 
Jesus from a heart of love. You may not build a marble temple 
or a majestic skyscraper. Yours may be a simple dwelling. 
What matters most is the foundation. Are you building on 
rock or sand? 

Luke 6
66“Why do you call me 
‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not 
do what I tell you? 47 I will 
show you what someone 
is like who comes to me, 
hears my words, and acts 
on them. 48 That one is like 
a man building a house, 
who dug deeply and laid 
the foundation on rock; 
when a flood arose, the 
river burst against that 
house but could not shake 
it, because it had been 
well built. 49 But the one 
who hears and does not 
act is like a man who built 
a house on the ground 
without a foundation. 
When the river burst 
against it, immediately it 
fell, and great was the ruin 
of that house.”
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SEEK THE KINGDOM 
What kind of Church are we? How will future generations remember us? Are 
we modelling Kingdom norms? Are we building on the right foundation? That’s 
the most important thing, the only way to stand the test of time and stand before 
the Son of Man in the Final Judgment (Luke 21:36). Today, read through the entire 
Sermon On the Mount in Matthew 5, 6 and 7. Reflect on your life. Below are 
a few compass points to help you journal your responses. Pause and think on 
each one. How do you measure up? In what ways are you living out the values 
of the Kingdom? Commit to hear and obey Jesus’ Kingdom Manifesto. 

■ Love God first and foremost, trusting Him for your future.

■ Turn the other cheek, giving up your right to be right, to be understood.

■ Go the second mile, volunteering to do more without waiting to be asked.

■ Care for the poor and needy, showing compassion with no strings attached. 

■ Love your enemies, lavishing mercy on those who wish you ill.

■ Pray for your persecutors, blessing them in the name of Jesus.

■ Forgive your offenders, keeping no record of wrongs.

■ Mend shattered relationships, no matter who’s right or wrong. 

■ Be salt and light, dare to be different, dare to be the change you want to see.

■ Do to others as you would have them do to you.
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God is generous.

Like the man in this story who goes out five times in a single 
day rounding up the unemployed. No CVs. No shortlisting. 
No interviews. You’re hired! The grapes are ripe and must 
be gathered. The workers are desperate too. If no one hires 
them, they go home empty handed to a hungry family. 

The whistle blows at six. They all punch out and line up to 
collect their pay. That’s when things go off the chart. The 
last-hired who worked only an hour get paid first and a full 
day’s pay at that! The first-hired who worked 12 hours don’t 
mind the wait, because they expect a windfall when their 
turn comes.

But no! It turns out to be equal pay for all. Unfair! No employer 
acts like that! But God does. And that’s just the point. God is 
not fair. He’s more than fair. He’s absurdly generous to the 
notoriously undeserving. 

Beware the evil eye of the early comers. Their relationship 
with God is a contract. We were here first! they demand. 
Take your pay and go! says the Gracious One. The world of 
merit and the world of grace collide like tectonic plates. It’s 
a freaky fallen world where generosity is met with greed and 
grumbling instead of gratitude and graciousness.

We are all 11th hour workers. Johnny-come-latelys. 
Undeserving, we’re chosen at the last hour by grace alone. 
The whistle blows. We all get full pay. That’s the Reign of 
God. That’s God. Remember the thief on the cross? That’s 
you. That’s me.

When the sun sets on your life, you will see how generous 
God has been and will be toward you. And you will wish 
you had given more. Do it now before the whistle blows. Be 
grateful. Be gracious. 

Be generous.

Matthew 20
1“For the kingdom of 
heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers 
for his vineyard. 2 After 
agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, 
he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3 When he went 
out about nine o’clock, 
he saw others standing 
idle in the marketplace; 
4 and he said to them, 
‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.’ 
So they went. 5 When 
he went out again about 
noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 
6 And about five o’clock 
he went out and found 
others standing around; 
and he said to them, ‘Why 
are you standing here 
idle all day?’ 7 They said 
to him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard.’ 8 When 
evening came, the owner 
of the vineyard said to 
his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them 
their pay, beginning with 
the last and then going 
to the first.’ 9 When those 
hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them 
received the usual daily 
wage.10 Now when the 
first came, they thought 
they  wou ld  rece ive 
more; but each of them 
also received the usual 
daily wage. 11 And when 

johnny-come-lately
JULY 03

they received it, they 
grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, 
‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have 
made them equal to 
us who have borne the 
burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ 13 
But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing 
you no wrong; did you 
not agree with me for 
the usual daily wage? 
14 Take what belongs to 
you and go; I choose 
to give to this last the 
same as I give to you. 
15 Am I not allowed to do 
what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I 
am generous?’ 16 So the 
last will be first, and the 
first will be last.”

SEEK THE KINGDOM

■ Generosity is the currency of the Kingdom. It simply means 
largeness of heart, the opposite of mean-spiritedness and 
small-mindedness. How do you rate yourself? How do 
you rate Singapore? Are we selfish, bossy, oppressively 
calculative, squeezing the last drop of life out of those who 
work for us? Search your heart. Yield to God. Commit to 
change. May you rightly represent Him in word and deed—
being absurdly gracious and generous to the notoriously 
undeserving. Just like God. 

■ It is the last hour. Singapore society is evolving. Local 
communities are getting loud about their discontentment 
and demands. The world is in turmoil. Nations are crying 
out for change. The harvest is ripe. The Church is full of 
potential workers with a wide range of interests and skillsets. 
But as in verse 6 of this parable, they’re standing around 
idle because no one has paid attention to them. 

Time for a mindset change. Simplify! Pray that we will be 
more daring in deploying 11th hour workers without imposing 
complex policies, protocols, and probations that stifle 
passion and delay placement. Pray for rapid mobilisation, 
the unleashing of God’s change-makers—the nameless, 
faceless, underestimated, underutlilised men and women, 
boys and girls. God must love the common man, He made 
so many of them. (ABRAHAM LINCOLN)

■ You’ve been around for a while. Been there, done that. 
Seniority is a big thing for you. What’s your attitude toward 
Johnny-come-latelys whom God is profiling in a big way—
upstarts with little or no experience, no track record? Are 
you threatened? Insecure? Will you accept, affirm, and give 
space to these new kids on the block? Or will you guard 
your turf and territory? Pray for a heart of grace, a spirit of 
magnanimity. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. 
Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage. (Philippians 

2:4 THE MESSAGE)
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Luke 15
1“The tax collectors and 
sinners were all crowding 
round to listen to him, 2 and 
the Pharisees and scribes 
complained saying, ‘This 
man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.’ 3 So 
he told them this parable: 
4 ‘Which one of you with a 
hundred sheep, if he lost 
one, would fail to leave the 
ninety-nine in the desert 
and go after the missing 
one till he found it? 5 And 
when he found it, would 
he not joyfully take it on 
his shoulders 6 and then, 
when he got home, call 
together his friends and 
neighbours, saying to 
them, “Rejoice with me, I 
have found my sheep that 
was lost.” 7 In the same 
way, I tell you, there will 
be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner repenting 
than over ninety-nine 
upright people who have 
no need of repentance. 8 

‘Or again, what woman 
with silver coins would not, 
if she lost one, light a lamp 
and sweep out the house 
and search thoroughly till 
she found it? 9 And then, 
when she had found it, 
call together her friends 
and neighbours, saying 
to them, “Rejoice with me, 
I have found the coin I 
lost.” 10 In the same way, I 
tell you, there is rejoicing 
among the angels of God 
over one repentant sinner.’ 
NEW JERUSALEM BIBLE

The search is on. 

The quest is urgent. The finding of one lost sheep takes 
precedence over the nurture of ninety-nine. The shepherd 
leaves them in the wilderness. Irresponsible, you say? We 
can fix that. Surely, he must have left them with an assistant 
or put them in cell groups. But the story doesn’t say that. 

There is a risk in leaving the ninety-nine and we shouldn’t 
fix it. The surprising twist in a parable often teases out its 
Kingdom meaning. God can be quite ‘reckless’ when it comes 
to saving the lost. Look at the Exodus, the Incarnation, the 
unaccredited Messiah, and the most daring and desperate 
rescue operation of all—the Cross.

God’s love for those who stray is intense. It begins in the 
Garden of Eden: Adam, where are you? (Genesis 3:9). It continues 
to the end of the age (Matthew 28:19-20). The mission of Jesus is to 
seek out and shepherd the harassed and helpless. He spent 
most of His time not with the righteous but with sinners. Not 
with the healthy but with the sick. He brought them home and 
healed them.

We see the same extravagant concern in the woman with a 
lost coin. So intense was her search, there’s no telling what 
else she found in that house. A dusty old fare card, a pair of 
glasses, and a ring of keys that fit nothing but she kept them 
just in case. She sweeps and shines in every crack and crevice 
until the entire house is cleaner than new. At last, she finds 
it! She lets out a scream of joy that startled the neighbours. 
And then, the party!

Both parables end with celebration. There is more joy in 
heaven over one saved sinner than all the rest who are already 
safe. There’s no joy like that joy. 

How long has it been since you felt that joy?

SEEK THE KINGDOM

■ There’s more joy in heaven—and in church—over one pre-believer repenting 
than over 999 who already believe. What is the Joy Quotient of your church? 
Are pre-believers in your community or circle of influence turning to Christ? 
If not, ask yourself: How often do I pray for them? How often do I weep over 
their lostness? When was the last time I witnessed and experienced the joy 
of leading someone to Christ? 

■ The Church of Jesus Christ is not a pleasure boat, but a lifeboat for 
saving souls (REINHARD BONNKE). The Singapore Church seems to be waning in 
evangelism. Our best efforts yield little fruit. Could it be that we have been 
serving more with head than heart? We’re programmatic and professional, but 
are we ‘pregnant’ with souls? Turn to God for help. Ask Him to possess you 
with His all-consuming love for the lost and to ignite a soul-winning passion 
in every believer. That we will devote every ounce of energy to seeking and 
finding the lost—till Singapore comes home.

■ Signs of the End are here, there, everywhere! God is restraining Himself…
holding back the End because He doesn’t want anyone lost. He’s giving 
everyone space and time to change (2 Peter 3:9 THE MESSAGE). Perhaps you’ve 
strayed far from God. Listen. Hear Him calling out to you as to Adam in Eden: 
Where are you? Come out of hiding. Join His search-and-rescue team. Help 
others come home. Pray intensely for each one by name.

■ It’s risky business. Against all odds, may the Singapore Church be God’s 
most willing ally in the crisis zones of the world—to rescue the lost in cities 
with little or no access to the gospel. Pray: Lord, overwhelm me with Your 
love until everything within me cries out: Give me this city or I die!  

■ Reflect on these words: As long as there are millions destitute of the Word 
of God and knowledge of Jesus Christ, it will be impossible for me to devote 
time and energy to those who have both. (J.L. EWEN)

joy over one



homecoming

Where did he go wrong?

First, he demands his rights. He relates to his father in terms 
of what he can squeeze out of him. Give me my due and give 
it now! Second, he thinks he can hold on to freedom without 
responsibility. He liquidates his share of the farm. He gets a 
Mohawk hairstyle, a ring on his lip, and tattoos on both arms. 
Next thing you know, he’s racing north on the BKE in a red 
hot Ferrari. 

By the time he realizes that the good life can’t be bought, 
his wealth is gone. The famine finished him. Reduced to the 
status of a starving slave, he envies swine for their gourmet 
diet. The far country is a cold and heartless place where no 
one cares. Nobody even gives you the time of day. Such is 
the horror of alienation from God, family, and community!

What did he do right?

First, he recovers his senses. He recalls the only freedom he 
ever had—in the father’s house, where the fridge is so full it 
can hardly close! But he doesn’t stop with regret. He takes 
responsibility. He returns to his father. He confesses his sin. 
He renounces all claims. It’s no longer, Father, give me mine 
but, Father, I am not worthy.

This is the shape of repentance. It’s not just for pre-believers, 
but for believers too. It’s a life-long journey of recovering our 
senses, taking responsibility for our sins, returning to the 
Father, renouncing all claims, and receiving mercy.

Repentance is a gift that we never outgrow. In John’s Vision 
of the Seven Churches, Christ repeatedly calls Christians to 
repent (Revelation 2:5, 16; 3:3, 19). The first of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses 
says: Jesus...willed that the whole life of believers should be 
repentance. And the major revivals in Church History all 
began with believers humbly repenting. Repentance is the 
way home. It’s one of God’s greatest gifts (Romans 2:4). Don’t 
neglect it. Don’t make light of it.

JULY

Luke 15
11 Then Jesus said, 
“There was a man who 
had two sons. 12 The 
younger of them said 
to his father, ‘Father, 
give me the share of the 
property that will belong 
to me.’ So he divided his 
property between them. 
13 A few days later the 
younger son gathered 
all he had and traveled 
to a distant country, and 
there he squandered 
his property in dissolute 
living. 14 When he had 
spent everything, a 
severe famine took 
place throughout that 
country, and he began to 
be in need. 15 So he went 
and hired himself out to 
one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed the 
pigs. 16 He would gladly 
have filled himself with 
the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one 
gave him anything. 17 But 
when he came to himself 
he said, ‘How many of 
my father’s hired hands 
have bread enough and 
to spare, but here I am 
dying of hunger! 18 I will 
get up and go to my 
father, and I will say 
to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven 
and before you; 19 I am 
no longer worthy to be 
called your son; treat 
me like one of your hired 
hands.” ’ 20 So he set off 
and went to his father.
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■ We are a consumeristic generation interested only in what’s mine and what 
makes us feel good—gorging self, flattering self, cuddling self. Reject the spirit 
of this age and the lies of Satan which tempt us to make light of repentance, 
dismissing it as harsh, old-fashioned, ‘Old Testament’. 

■ Pray: Lord, deliver us from evil. Open our eyes to see that every decision 
to turn away from even the smallest sin is a milestone, a new chapter in 
our relationship with You. Open our minds to understand the ripple effect of 
repentance on our personal lives and on the future of family, Church, and 
nation. Today, as we turn to You, rend the heavens, visit our land. Rain down 
Your Spirit. Convict us of sin, of righteousness, and coming judgment. (John 

16:8)

■ Allow God to get up close and personal. Are you taking Him for granted? 
Are you insisting on your rights at the cost of your relationship with Him? 
Come to your senses. Own up to your follies. Renounce selfish ambition, 
self-importance, self-indulgence. Ask God to heal our seared conscience. 
Today, make a U-turn, a fresh start in the right direction. 

■ Pray for a Singapore Homecoming in this kairos hour, a mighty exodus from 
the far country back to the Father’s house.  

■ Meditate on Deuteronomy 5:16—Honour your father and your mother, as 
the Lord your God commanded you, so that your days may be long and that 
it may go well with you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.  

How is your relationship with your earthly father? Do you resent his authority? 
Do you generally hold authority figures with contempt? How do you view 
our nation’s founding fathers? Are you, like the prodigal, alienating yourself 
from them while enjoying your ‘inheritance’ (the fruit of their labour) at their 
expense? 

Pray: Father, I am ashamed. Forgive me for disrespecting and dishonouring 
authority figures whom You’ve placed over my life. In demeaning my leaders, I 
diminish myself and open the door to deception and death. Lord, I’m not worthy 
of Your mercy. Deliver me from evil. Help me reconcile before it’s too late.



Utterly undignified! 

He’s a man of years. He manages an estate. He gathers up 
the train of his robe and flutters down the lane like a stressed 
out hen. A trail of dust arises in his wake. His staff gawks. 
What on earth is he running after? A skid-row son with 
matted hair that smells like swine. The father smothers him 
with hugs and kisses. Disgusting! No father acts like that. 
Precisely. But God does. 

This is Jesus’ longest and best known parable. It’s about a 
broken family. It reflects the schism between the sinners at 
Jesus’ table and the righteous in Israel who stand aloof and 
criticize.

The father in the story reaches out to both sons with equal 
and unlimited love. Like the sinners at Jesus’ table, the 
younger son who has nothing left to lose receives lavish 
mercy: a robe for his half-starved frame, a ring of authority, 
shoes for comfort and freedom, and a gala celebration of his 
homecoming. But the elder son who has everything balks at 
the extravagance of his prodigal father.

Boundless love. Reckless grace. Spendthrift mercy. That’s 
the good news at the heart of this parable. It matters not 
how foolishly we’ve rejected His love, how far we’ve strayed, 
how many swine holes we’ve slept in. The Father races to 
embrace us just as we are. God sees repentance coming 
a long way off and runs out to meet it (DOROTHY SAYERS). He 
gathers up the fragments of our lives into His loving, healing 
arms. We are home.

Like the elder brother in the story, the righteous got it wrong. 
They stumbled at the sight of Jesus having fun with hucksters 
and hustlers. Jesus answers their gripes with three stories 
about lost things restored: a sheep, a coin, a son. This, says 
Jesus, is what the Reign of God is like; what God is like. This 
is why I’ve come.

prodigal father

Luke 15
20 So he set off and went 
to his father. But while 
he was still far off, his 
father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; 
he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed 
him. 21 Then the son said 
to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am 
no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ 22 But 
the father said to his 
slaves, ‘Quickly, bring 
out a robe—the best 
one—and put it on him; 
put a ring on his finger 
and sandals on his feet. 
23 And get the fatted calf 
and kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate; 24 for this 
son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to 
celebrate.
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■ Prodigal doesn’t mean wayward. It means recklessly spendthrift. This is 
how the parable portrays God. He’s a God of extravagant love, reckless 
grace, and spendthrift mercy. Does this match your image of God? If not, why 
not? Think about your personal experience with God. Open up your life to a 
deeper revelation of His heart. Our perception of God has a profound impact 
on how we relate to Him as Father, and ultimately how we relate to others, 
pre-believers in particular. 

■ Memorise Psalm 103: 10He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor 
repay us according to our iniquities…12as far as the east is from the west, so 
far does He remove our transgressions from us. 

■ Extravagant love, reckless grace, spendthrift mercy. Is this how the 
community sees your church? If not, why not? Linger in the Father’s presence. 
Allow the Spirit to reveal areas that need change. Pray for your church and 
community. 

■ God’s reckless grace is our greatest hope, a life-changing experience (TIM 

KELLER). Pray for Singapore to receive a revelation of the Father heart of God, 
a revolution of the reckless grace that heals and transforms. 

■ Pray for people in different segments of society to experience God’s reckless 
grace in deeply personal ways: Rich and poor. Young and old. Widows and 
orphans. Foreign talent and migrant workers. Politicians and civil servants. 
Entrepreneurs and entertainers. Teachers and students. Doctors and lawyers. 
Gays and lesbians. Pimps and prostitutes. Gamblers and loan sharks. Drug  
dealers and drug addicts. Fortune tellers and idol-worshippers. 

Pray for prebelievers by name. Believe for a domino effect until a Jesus 
movement emerges within their circles of influence. In faith, welcome all of 
them into the Father’s house. Celebrate His grace.



Both sons demanded their rights. 

Both related to the father for what they could get out of him. 
Both were lost in their own way. One in the far country. The 
other in the father’s house. Which is worse? Which are 
you?

Put yourself in the shoes of the elder brother. From where 
you stand, the little brat has diminished the GDP of the family 
estate by liquidating and wasting his share on prostitutes. 
And now he comes back and your father kills the fatted calf! 
Humanly speaking, you have every reason to be angry. 

You throw a tantrum. You stake your claim. You snub the 
invitation to celebrate. You refuse to allow the healing of the 
family to run its course. You never say Father, but Look here! 
You never say Brother but this son of yours. All you can think 
about is your rights, a goat to feast on, not with family, but 
with friends. The father pleads. But by your own choice, you 
exclude yourself from the rosy room where the party roars. 

Alienation in the father’s house can be worse than the far 
country. This elder brother is too blind to see that he too is 
lost. It’s all too easy to hide behind one’s principles—I never 
disobeyed you—and spurn God’s grace.

The modern Church is filled with elder brother-types who 
are respectfully lost in the Father’s house. We need to re-
discover God’s amazing love and reckless grace. We need 
to accept those who, like the prodigal, cannot merit one iota 
of God’s mercy or earn His forgiveness.

The parable ends with the door wide open and the father 
pleading. Will you come in? Will you join the party? Will you 
receive the Kingdom as a little child? Will you receive and 
forgive your brothers and sisters?  

respectfully lost

Luke 15
25 “Now his elder son was 
in the field; and when he 
came and approached 
the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 He 
called one of the slaves 
and asked what was 
going on. 27 He replied, 
‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed 
the fatted calf, because 
he has got him back 
safe and sound.’ 28 Then 
he became angry and 
refused to go in. His 
father came out and 
began to plead with 
him. 29 But he answered 
his father, ‘Listen! For 
all these years I have 
been working l ike a 
slave for you, and I have 
never disobeyed your 
command; yet you have 
never given me even 
a young goat so that I 
might celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this 
son of yours came back, 
who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fatted calf 
for him!’ 31 Then the 
father said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, 
and all that is mine is 
yours. 32 But we had to 
celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of 
yours was dead and has 
come to life; he was lost 
and has been found.’”
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■ Think about your history of relationships. Have you been offended by 
God’s reckless grace? Be honest. All of us have a tinge of the elder-
brother’s spirit. Will you allow God to expose and deal with it? Will you 
open your heart to His kind of love? Will you reconcile? Will you choose 
to be merciful as God our Father is merciful? Pray: 

Dear Loving Father, forgive me for pretending to be more spiritual than I 
am. Forgive me for begrudging Your lavish love and longsuffering mercies 
toward sinners. I confess I have been wayward at heart. I repent of my 
foolish sense of superiority. Forgive me for self-righteously judging, 
despising, and rejecting those who do not perform like me, those who 
have walked out on family and faith. To my shame, I have not served 
You out of joy and love, but out of duty and fear just to comply. Pluck out 
the hidden roots of spiritual pride and deception in my life. Create within 
me a right spirit and a compassionate love so that I may always—with 
open heart and open arms—accept and acknowledge, applaud and 
affirm every sinner who comes home. In Jesus Name, amen. Adapted from 

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY, Bringing Home the Prodigals / Prayer for the Elder Brother  

■ We see a worrisome trend in Singapore: the exit of the younger 
generation from our churches. Are they put off by the elder-brother spirit? 
Repent of our bad example, our lousy attitude, our poor modelling that 
have exasperated and stumbled some, and caused them to switch off 
and quit.  

■ Are you angry like the elder brother? You have laboured long and hard 
alongside the founding fathers. You’ have laid down your life, your rights, 
and your personal dreams to bring your church to where it is today. You 
feel left out and sidelined because the spotlight has shifted to the young. 
Hear the Father’s affirming words to you: I am with You always. All that 
is Mine is yours. Pray for the young. Let healing run its course. Grow up. 
Renounce pettiness. Ask God to give you the grace to welcome them 
into your world. Love them, believe in them, cheer them on. 



They have a passion for purity.

They pray often and long. They separate themselves from 
every appearance of evil. They know and study the Bible 
from cover to cover. They try to obey every word. They are 
faithful in worship attendance. They even lift their hands in 
praise. They fast regularly, participate in small groups, and 
pay tithes on all their income. They are mission-minded and 
missions-involved. They cross sea and land to make a single 
convert (Matthew 23:15). Who are these people? They are the 
Pharisees. The word means separate ones.

What pastor wouldn’t want to see these qualities in his or 
her church members? Who wouldn’t want friends like these? 
What parent wouldn’t welcome such a role model as a son-
in-law or daughter-in-law? Their zeal and commitment make 
most of us look like...well, like tax collectors!

The office of tax collector is open to the highest bidder. They 
are treated like traitors for collaborating with the occupying 
power. They take money from Jews and give it to Romans. 
They are ranked with thieves, rogues, and adulterers. They 
have a reputation for amassing fortunes through corrupt 
practices. 

Jesus’ verdict in this parable is baffling. The tax collector 
leaves the temple forgiven and righteous in God’s sight, 
while the Pharisee takes his sins home with him. Appalling!

What does it mean?

God owes us nothing for our piety. As long as we trust in our 
own righteousness, as long as we think we deserve God’s 
grace more than gays, gamblers, pimps, and prostitutes, we 
are still in our sins. God justifies the ungodly (Romans 4:5). His 
love for the sinner is boundless. He lavishes mercy on those 
who come to Him with broken hearts and contrite spirits. We 
are justified by mercy. God be merciful to me, a sinner.

merciful God!

Luke 18
9 He a lso to ld  th is 
parable to some who 
trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous 
and regarded others with 
contempt: 10 “Two men 
went up to the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 
11 The Pharisee, standing 
by himself, was praying 
thus, ‘God, I thank you 
that I am not like other 
people: thieves, rogues, 
adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. 12 I fast 
twice a week; I give a 
tenth of all my income.’ 
13 But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would 
not even look up to 
heaven, but was beating 
his breast and saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, 
this man went down to 
his home justified rather 
than the other; for all who 
exalt themselves will be 
humbled, but all who 
humble themselves will 
be exalted.”
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■ What repels God? 
Pride. An excessively high opinion of oneself or one’s importance; contempt 
for others. God hates pride. Proverbs 16:5 says the Lord detests the proud; 
they will surely be punished. Ask God to unite our hearts to so fear Him 
that we will hate pride, resist pride, repent of pride, and judge pride in our 
own lives.  

■ What attracts God? 
Humility. A broken spirit and a contrite heart. Living life with a sense of 
having nothing to prove, nothing to lose, nothing to hide (EDMUND CHAN). 
James 4:6 says, God opposes the proud but favours the humble. Humbly 
admit your shortcomings. Face up to your failures. Throw yourself upon the 
mercies of God with all your guilt, shame, and unworthiness. Cry aloud: 
God be merciful to me, a sinner. 

■ Pray: All our righteous acts are like filthy rags. Going through the motions 
doesn’t please You, a flawless performance is nothing to You. There is 
something You’re looking for: a person simple and plain, reverently 
responsive to what You say. You will not reject a broken and repentant 
heart. (ISAIAH 64:6, PSALM 51:16, ISAIAH 66:2 THE MESSAGE, PSALM 51:17)

■ We claim our city for God. We sing and shout about revival. We dream 
of transformation. God is ready. God is willing. But are we the hindrance? 
Census 2010 reports that Christians make up 18% of our population. Thank 
God for the increase. But are we growing in quantity and not in quality? 
Triumphalistic in rhetoric but shallow in repentance? Holy desperation 
dreadfully missing? Are we congratulating ourselves instead of humbling 
ourselves? Humility attracts God. Will we be remembered as a generation 
that caught God’s attention? Return to Him. Discern the times.

It’s time to blush that we have no shame.
Time to weep that we have no tears.
Time to groan that we have no burden.
Time to tremble that we have no fear of God! 
Adapted from Leonard Ravenhill: Why Revival Tarries



The social media is divided.

Some say He’s a prophet. Others post Him as a friend of 
sinners. Simon the Pharisee decides to find out for himself. 
So he invites Jesus to dinner. And sure enough, between the 
appetizer and the main course, a woman of ill-repute slips in 
uninvited and advances toward Jesus.

Some of these homes were open to such intrusion. And the 
fact that the woman approaches Jesus from behind shows 
that He is stretched out on a couch (verse 38). This is a banquet. 
Respectable guests are lounging around Simon’s table (verse 49). 
The woman falls down at Jesus’ feet and slips off her tudong. 
Scandalous! Eyes roll. Silence falls. Simon gawks.

The stage is set for a great teaching moment. Jesus tells a 
story about two debtors (verses 41-43). One owes about 20 months’ 
wages. The other owes a tenth of that. Neither can pay. Both 
are forgiven. Naturally, the one who owed the greater debt 
shows more love and gratitude than the other.

Ingeniously, this story captures and critiques what is happening 
in real time at Simon’s table. He is a debtor who loves little. 
He invites Jesus to dinner and addresses Him as Teacher. 
But he demeans Him in public by denying him the courtesies 
due a guest. No water for His feet, no oil for His head, and no 
kiss of greeting. The woman, on the other hand, kisses Jesus’ 
soiled feet and douses them with her tears and ointment. Her 
hair makes up for the towel that Simon withheld. Forgiven 
much, she loves much.

Simon’s response to the sinner is vintage Pharisee: Keep 
away! Don’t touch them. Don’t let them touch you. Don’t 
eat with them. Association is participation. Participation is 
contamination. Jesus’ response to the sinner is divine: The 
sick need a doctor. Love them. Include them. Welcome them. 
Forgive them (verse 48). What is your response to Jesus? What 
is your response to sinners?
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36 One of the Pharisees 
asked Jesus to eat with 
him, and he went into the 
Pharisee’s house and took 
his place at the table. 37 And 
a woman in the city, who 
was a sinner, having learned 
that he was eating in the 
Pharisee’s house, brought 
an alabaster jar of ointment. 
38 She stood behind him 
at his feet, weeping, and 
began to bathe his feet 
with her tears and to dry 
them with her hair. Then 
she continued kissing his 
feet and anointing them 
with the ointment. 39 Now 
when the Pharisee who 
had invited him saw it, he 
said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet, he would 
have known who and what 
kind of woman this is who 
is touching him—that she 
is a sinner.” 40 Jesus spoke 
up and said to him, “Simon, 
I have something to say to 
you.” “Teacher,” he replied, 
“speak.” 41 “A certain creditor 
had two debtors; one owed 
five hundred denarii, and 
the other fifty. 42 When they 
could not pay, he canceled 
the debts for both of them. 
Now which of them will 
love him more?” 43 Simon 
answered, “I suppose the 
one for whom he canceled 
the greater debt.” And 
Jesus said to him, “You 
have judged rightly.” 44 Then 
turning toward the woman, 
he said to Simon, “Do you 
see this woman? I entered 
your house; you gave me 

no water for my feet, 
but she has bathed my 
feet with her tears and 
dried them with her hair. 
45 You gave me no kiss, 
but from the time I came 
in she has not stopped 
kissing my feet. 46 You 
did not anoint my head 
with oil, but she has 
anointed my feet with 
ointment. 47 Therefore, I 
tell you, her sins, which 
were many, have been 
forgiven; hence she has 
shown great love. But 
the one to whom little 
is forgiven, loves little.” 
48 Then he said to her, 
“Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 But those who were 
at the table with him 
began to say among 
themselves, “Who is 
this who even forgives 
sins?” 50 And he said to 
the woman, “Your faith 
has saved you; go in 
peace.”

friends in low places
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■ Parables are mirrors. Can you see yourself in this one? 
In what ways have we, like Simon, failed to give Jesus the 
honour He deserves? God wants to have a word with you: 

Have you lost your first love? Are you taking His forgiveness 
for granted? Do you pay Him lip service only, giving token 
obedience, doing the minimal? Faking faith, going through 
the motions? Get real. End all pretense. Like the woman 
at His feet, resolve to love Jesus more intensely, radically, 
unreservedly, and unabashedly. Thank Him for sins forgiven. 
And when you run out of words, ask for tears with which to 
wash His feet. 

■ Think about Jesus:
Long ago there lived a man who was crucified for being too 
loving and too lovable. And strange to relate, I met Him thrice 
yesterday. The first time, He was asking a policeman not to 
take a prostitute to prison; the second time, He was drinking 
wine with an outcast; and the third time, He was having a 
fistfight with a promoter inside the church. (KHALIL GIBRAN)

If there are two sides to humanity, Christ will be found on the 
wrong side. (RAY S. ANDERSON) 

■ What is your attitude toward sinners? Are we, like Simon, 
self-righteous and judgmental? Judge yourself. Leave the 
judging of pre-believers to God. (1 Corinthians 5:13)   

■ How do sinners feel when they come into your church? 
Loved or loathed? Convicted or condemned? Pray for a new 
heart, a new attitude. Like Jesus, simply love them. Include 
them. Welcome them. Forgive them. Serve them. Pray 
that the social and spiritual atmosphere of every church in 
Singapore will be so healing, so life-giving that sinners will 
be storming the gates to get in. Pray for this kind of buzz in 
the community: We can’t wait to come, we hate to leave!  
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■ Some serve God out of a restedness of spirit. Others serve Him out of a 
restlessness of spirit. Which are you? Make no mistake. Being rested does 
not mean doing nothing or doing less. Being rested simply means that in 
everything we’re about, our trust is in the Sovereign Lord. We serve with a 
childlike wonder that refreshes our soul. We live in childlike dependence on 
God who secures our shalom. Is this the cry of your heart? Talk to God.

■ Singaporeans love to make things happen. We are first-class at planning, 
coordinating, executing, administrating just about anything. We’re big on 
scenario-building. We like contingency plans, multiple options, maximum 
leeway and runway. So, when we are clueless about what’s up, what’s next, 
it drives us nuts! Look deeper. Are we over-planning and micro-managing? 
Are we serving in our own strength? Relying on our reason, resources, and 
reputation more than on God? Search yourself. Ask the Lord to take over.   

■ Pray: Lord, forgive me. Because I have not trusted You fully, I have 
controlled compulsively, analysed excessively, fretted endlessly. Deliver 
me from anxiety. Teach me to rely on You and rest in Your wisdom. Grant 
me the grace to walk by faith and not by sight. In Jesus’ name, amen.

■ The Kingdom is beyond human control. Memorise and pray the Word: 
“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord. “And My 
ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so My ways are higher than your ways and My 
thoughts higher than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9 NLT) 

This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says: “Only in 
returning to Me and resting in Me will you be saved. In quietness and 
confidence is your strength.” (Isaiah 30:15 NLT)

■ On the other extreme, are you a scatterbrain? Complacent, passive, 
lackadaisical and lazy? Have you missed many opportunities to sow 
Kingdom seed in your circle of influence? Is your sickle blunt and rusty? 
Rise up! Shake off stupor. Sharpen your sickle. Discipline yourself to 
cooperate with God. The harvest has come (verse 29). The end is at hand. 
(Matthew 13:39)  

let it be

Mark 4
26 He also said, “The 
kingdom of God is as if 
someone would scatter 
seed on the ground, 27 and 
would sleep and rise night 
and day, and the seed 
would sprout and grow, 
he does not know how. 28 
The soil produces of itself, 
first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full grain 
in the head. 29 But when 
the grain is ripe, at once 
he goes in with his sickle, 
because the harvest has 
come.” NRSV 
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The Kingdom is like a harvest.

God wants to manifest His rule among us in many ways. 
Answered prayer, fulfilled prophecies, creative movements, 
a harvest reaped. But how does the Kingdom come today? 
And what are we supposed to do about it? The farmer in 
this parable does two things: he scatters seed and swings a 
sickle. That is all. Seed and soil do the rest. 

The man sleeps. The seed sprouts secretly—he knows not 
how. The soil produces autonomously—without his help. In 
dark silence, a marvel happens. Seed and soil conspire. 
The farmer doesn’t impose his flowchart and timeline. He 
leaves them to their own designs. The conspiracy grows 
and produces a harvest. That’s how the Kingdom comes.

Have you scattered seed today? 

Have you prayed, reflected on God’s Word, and shared 
it with others? Are you helping the poor and the weak? If 
you’re doing your part, then don’t fret it. Don’t sweat it. Trust 
God to do the rest. How will my prayer be answered? How 
will the dream come true? That’s none of our business. The 
Kingdom comes in ways we do not understand, like a seed 
growing secretly. Silently. Don’t try to figure out how God is 
going to work it out. Don’t go digging up the seed. Let it be.

Having sown your seed, relax. Rest. Sleep and rise night 
and day. Be patient, but don’t be passive. Keep your sickle 
sharp. If it’s a Kingdom seed, it will produce a Kingdom 
harvest. Of itself! Don’t ruin it with hasty hands and a wrong 
spirit. Don’t manhandle the Kingdom. It comes without your 
help or mine. Don’t push. Don’t shove. Don’t fight about it. 

There will be an answer. Let it be. 



Listen!

This is the only parable that begins and ends with the word,  
Listen! (Mark 4:3, 9). Jesus’ interpretation of the parable also 
begins with the same word, translated hear (Matthew 13:18). All 
in all, the word listen or hear appears 18 times in the three 
biblical versions of this story. It’s a parable about responsible 
hearing. The effect of the Gospel on our life and community 
depends largely on how we hear and respond.

Striding to and fro, the farmer carries seed in a pouch and 
flings it around with his right hand. Some seeds inevitably fall 
on the path, some on rocks, and others among thorns. Some 
fall on fertile ground. Like the farmer, Jesus and His disciples 
proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom throughout Galilee. 
They attract large crowds. But they also face rejection, 
hostility, and desertions. They witness to all kinds of people. 
Some resist. Others receive.

The four kinds of terrain represent four different ways of 
hearing and responding to the Gospel. In the first instance, 
the seed falls on the footpath where birds feed on it. Travellers 
trample over it. The seed is not to blame. The problem lies in 
the condition of the soil, the heart of the hearer.

Some people hear the Word but fail to grasp it. Their hearts 
are like a traffic jam. The seed stands little chance of taking 
root. By Monday morning they can’t even remember what 
the pastor preached on Sunday. They do not eagerly 
welcome the Word. Nor do they seriously engage with it. The 
Gospel can’t sink a root into their asphalt hearts. Satan soon 
snatches it away.

In the face of cold indifference, we may be prone to despair. 
But listen to the parable. Be of good cheer. Never give up. 
Keep on sharing the Good News like a farmer sowing seed. 
A crop is coming.

hearts that hurry
11

Matthew 13
3 “Listen! A sower went out 
to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the 
path, and the birds came 
and ate them up.

Mark 4 
3 “Listen! A sower went out 
to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 
some seed fell on the 
path, and the birds came 
and ate it up.

Luke 8 
5 “...some fell on the path 
and was trampled on...”

Matthew 13 
18 “Hear then the parable of 
the sower. 19 When anyone 
hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; 
this is what was sown on 
the path.

Mark 4 
14 The sower sows the 
word. 15 These are the 
ones on the path where the 
word is sown: when they 
hear, Satan immediately 
comes and takes away 
the word that is sown in 
them.

Luke 8 
11“Now the parable is this: 
The seed is the word 
of God. 12 The ones on 
the path are those who 
have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the 
word from their hearts, so 
that they may not believe 
and be saved.”

JULY
SEEK THE KINGDOM

■ Is Singapore addicted to busyness? 
It sure looks that way. We’re always in a rush, puffing and panting through 
our jam-packed day…In contemporary society, our adversary majors 
in three things: noise, hurry, and crowds (RICHARD FOSTER). The result? The 
overcrowding of our soul. We are there but not present. We look but we 
don’t see. We touch but we don’t feel. We hear but we don’t listen (YOUTH-LED 

GDOP 2011). Does this describe you? Will you slow down? Will you ask God to 
restore your capacity to listen quietly, deeply, and responsibly to Him, His 
Word, and His Spirit, to family and friends, to people at work, to strangers 
in need?

■ Will you prioritise the Word? 
The seed is the Word of God (Luke 8:11). All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV). Why then do we neglect it? The real reason is not a lack 
of time but a lack of hunger. Pray for a new spiritual appetite. That we will 
crave and consume God’s Word more than natural food, so that we may 
have strength to stand in these Last Days. People do not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. (Matthew 4:4 NLT) 

■ Will you take responsibility?
You can blame LTA for the crowded trains, but not for the traffic jam in your 
heart. Cultivate an alertness for God’s Word through the spiritual disciplines 
of silence, stillness, and solitude. Soak in His presence. Listen. His voice is 
not hard to hear. His vocabulary is not hard to understand. (RICHARD FOSTER)

Pray that whenever we hear the Word being preached or taught, we will 
give it our undivided attention, we will not be indifferent, but instead we will 
pant with expectation and long for more (Psalm 119:131 NLT). Pray that we will 
take everything to heart and not let it go in one ear and out the other.

That we will taste its power in such tangible ways that we can’t help but go 
viral—flooding Facebook with life-giving status updates and tweeting Good 
News night and day! 



Some seed landed on stones.

These fared better than the seed on the expressway, thanks 
to a thin layer of soil on the rocks. These people are easily 
excited. They hear the Word and respond with enthusiasm: 
Good sermon, Pastor! But their stony hearts have no 
depth, no root, and no moisture. Their response is shallow, 
superficial, and dry. They last for a little while. But when 
testing or persecution hits them, their commitment withers 
in the heat. 

An old Arabic tale says that when God created the world, He 
gave two angels a bag of stones each to scatter across the 
earth. But when they flew over the Holy Land, one bag burst 
and dropped half the world’s stones there. Palestine’s rocky 
terrain does not readily yield a harvest.

So then, are God and His angels to blame if my heart is 
hard? Does God arbitrarily give Pharaoh a heart of stone 
and Moses a heart of flesh? Take a closer look. Before the 
Bible says that the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, it 
says that Pharaoh hardened his heart (Exodus 8:15, 32; 9:12). If God 
hardens a heart, it is not a random act. It’s a reaping of the 
fruit of one’s own act. Choices shape character and character 
determines destiny. You reap what you sow. (Galatians 6:7-8) 

The Gospel is the power of God for salvation (Romans 1:16). It can 
shatter stones, soften hearts, take root, and bear fruit. The 
four types of soil in this parable are pictures of how people 
hear and respond to the Gospel. 

Today, the Spirit says, if you hear His voice, do not harden 
your hearts as on the day of testing in the wilderness. (Hebrews 

3:7-8) 

Hardness of heart, you see, is a human choice. 

hearts that harden
12

Matthew 13
5 Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where 
they did not have much 
soil, and they sprang 
up quickly, since they 
had no depth of soil. 6 

But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, 
they withered away.

Mark 4 
5 Other seed fell on rocky 
ground, where it did not 
have much soil, and it 
sprang up quickly, since 
it had no depth of soil.

Luke 8 
6 Some fell on the rock; 
and as it grew up, it 
withered for lack of 
moisture.

Matthew 13 
20 As for what was sown 
on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the 
word and immediately 
receives it with joy; 21 
yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only 
for a while, and when 
trouble or persecution 
arises on account of 
the word, that person 
immediately falls away.

Mark 4 
16 And these are the ones 
sown on rocky ground: 
when they hear the 
word, they immediately 
receive it with joy. 17 But 
they have no root, and 
endure only for a while; 

JULY
then, when trouble or 
persecution arises on 
account of the word, 
immediately they fall 
away.

Luke 8
13 The ones on the rock 
are those who, when 
they hear the word, 
receive it with joy. But 
these have no root; they 
believe only for a while 
and in a time of testing 
fall away.

Jeremiah 23:29 
Is not my word like fire, 
says the LORD, and like 
a hammer that breaks a 
rock in pieces?

SEEK THE KINGDOM

■ Time is short. Life is precious. It’s suicidal to harden one’s 
heart. Have you tuned out the voice of the Spirit? Turn your 
life over to God. Let the seed of His Word sink down deep 
and take root.

■ The flurry of social media in the recent General Election 
has exposed the heart of the younger generation. We see 
hardness and shallowness even among Christians. Why? 
Is it entirely their fault? Could it be that in the name of 
so-called relevance, we have imported hype and hoopla 
into the Church? Have we gone after quick fixes, and as a 
result, failed to ground them in the Word? Let’s repent for 
shortchanging the young. Ask God to expose anything that 
smacks of superficiality. Commit yourself to bring up a new 
generation deeply rooted in the Word, transformed by the 
Word—to transform society. 

■ God’s Word is like a sledgehammer that shatters a rock 
(Jeremiah 23:9). Pray for a critical mass of believers to keep 
speaking and keep spreading the Word within each of the 
seven gates of cultural influence:
• Arts and Entertainment
• Business, Science and Technology
• Communications and Media
• Disadvantaged and Marginalised
• Education and School
• Family and Home
• Government and Leadership

■ Pray the Word. Ezekiel 11: 19And I will give them singleness 
of heart and put a new spirit within them. I will take away their 
stony, stubborn heart and give them a tender, responsive 
heart, 20 so they will obey My decrees and regulations. Then 
they will truly be My people, and I will be their God. (NLT)



This soil is fertile. 

The seed takes root, sprouts, and grows. But it never 
produces grain. Why? Because there are other seeds in 
there, cropping up and competing with the wheat. The seeds 
among thorns are like half-hearted Christians. They hear 
and believe the Gospel, but they don’t give it first place in 
their lives. God is not their one desire. Other priorities take 
root and take over.

First, they are caught up with the cares of this age. 

Education, career, salary, housing, and CPF are legitimate 
concerns. But they belong to this world. They can preoccupy 
us and stifle our spiritual growth. Jesus made Himself 
perfectly clear. His disciples must pursue the Kingdom first. 
God the Father will provide everything else that is needed.

Second, they are led astray by the lure of wealth. 

Lure is a strong word in the language of the Bible. It refers to 
deceit and seduction. Worldly wealth is a sweet seductress. 
Don’t think you can flirt with her and resist her charms. Those 
who want to be rich are in bed with a lie. In Paul’s words, 
they are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires 
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to 
be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pains. (1 Timothy 6:9-10) 

Finally, they are distracted by the desire for other things.

These can be perfectly neutral. Golf clubs, guitars, hobbies, 
iPhones, iPads, anything. Their restless hearts run after 
things that please and amuse. The old rugged cross loses 
its wondrous attraction. The secret place of prayer and 
meditation takes second place. Thorns crop up and strangle 
the abundant life from their overcrowded hearts.

hearts that choke
13

Matthew 13 
7 “Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked 
them.”

Mark 4 
7 “Other seed fell among 
thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked it, 
and it yielded no grain.”

Luke 8 
7“Some fe l l  among 
thorns, and the thorns 
grew with it and choked 
it.”

Matthew 13 
22 “As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, 
but the cares of the world 
and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it 
yields nothing.”

Mark 12 
18“And others are those 
sown among the thorns: 
these are the ones who 
hear the word, 19 but 
the cares of the world, 
and the lure of wealth, 
and the desire for other 
things come in and 
choke the word, and it 
yields nothing.

Luke 8 
14 “As for what fell among 
the thorns, these are 
the ones who hear; 
but as they go on their 
way, they are choked 
by the cares and riches 
and pleasures of life, 
and their fruit does not 
mature.”

JULY
SEEK THE KINGDOM

■ Someone said: Our drive for money and success is often not just a nine-
to-five habit but a disease of the mind. If Jesus were to diagnose your 
life today, what would He find? What preoccupies your thoughts? What 
dominates your conversation? What drives you? What makes you happy? 
Or afraid? Your answers to these questions could reveal thorns in your 
heart. Counterfeit gods, false securities, worldly vanities, entitlements, and 
enticements. Uproot them before they uproot you!  

■ We are mesmerised by stories of great revivals of the past that shook up 
and cleaned up entire cities. Will it ever happen in our city, in our day? It’s 
really up to us. Will we seek first the Kingdom? Will this generation rise up 
with clean hands and a pure heart to reverse the tide of filth and flesh? 

■ Know the Word, pray the Word, live the Word: Do not love this world nor 
the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the 
love of the Father in you. For the world offers only a craving for physical 
pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements 
and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. 
And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But 
anyone who does what pleases God will live forever. Dear children, the last 
hour is here. (1 John 2:15-17 NLT)

■ Ask any Christian youth. We’re in danger of losing them! The pull of 
the world has weakened the influence of the Church over them. Turn this 
warning into prayer: The Great Commission is not just geographical, it is 
also generational. We don’t want to fall into the trap of sending missionaries 
out to other nations and then we forget to evangelise and reach the next 
generation in our own land. Generally, churches in Singapore are seeing a 
relative decline in the number of young people. A few churches may have 
already lost the next generation. While many churches appear full, in some 
congregations church-goers are middle-aged and older people. If the trend 
is uncorrected, many churches may become empty by the next century. 
(MALCOLM TAN, GDOP 2011, MAY 12 PASTORS TEA)

■ Return to the discipline of simplicity. Live your life centred in Christ. The 
things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace. 



Hear the promise of the parable.

Wherever the Gospel is faithfully proclaimed, the Church 
of God emerges. In the face of resistance, persecution, 
temptation, and desertion, Jesus and His disciples keep 
on sowing until they reap. Prayer and proclamation are the 
primary tools of evangelism and church growth. 

But have we been turning to other means? 

For example, multi-media, secular management, entertain-
ment masquerading as worship, and vision statements that 
look clever on a wall. Some of these have their place. But if 
they take the place of simple prayer and simple sowing in 
the community, then we may have missed the point of this 
parable.

There is no lack of seed. But where are the sowers? Who will 
take this precious seed and scatter it across the island, over 
all kinds of soil, despite all forms of opposition and rejection? 
The seed will sprout in the most unlikely places. Who would 
have thought, for example, that Jesus would reap a crop 
from a company of outcasts and sinners? Somewhere in 
every heart and every community there is good soil. But you 
won’t know it till you sow it.

The parable also encourages those on the receiving end 
of the Good News. You don’t have to have a heart full of 
rocks and weeds. You can be good soil if you want to. As 
Emil Brunner wrote: Reception does not depend upon God, 
neither on the sower, nor on the seed; it depends on man’s 
decision.  

Decide today. Break up your fallow ground (Hosea 10:12). Clear 
away the stones. Uproot the weeds and thorns. Hear the 
Word with a good and honest heart. Hold it fast. Work it into 
your life. Work it out in simple obedience. 

If you have ears to hear, listen!

hearts that hear
14

Matthew 13 
8 “Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought 
forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty.  9 Let anyone 
with ears listen!”
Mark 4
8“Other seed fell into 
good soil and brought 
forth grain, growing 
up and increasing and 
yielding thirty and sixty 
and a hundredfold.” 9 
And he said, “Let anyone 
with ears to hear listen!”
Luke 8 
8“Some fell into good 
soil, and when it grew, it 
produced a hundredfold.” 
As he said this, he called 
out, “Let anyone with 
ears to hear listen!”
Matthew 13 
23“But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this 
is the one who hears the 
word and understands 
it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one 
case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in 
another thirty.”
Mark 4 
20“And these are the 
ones sown on the good 
soil: they hear the word 
and accept it and bear 
fruit, thirty and sixty and 
a hundredfold.”
Luke 8
15“But as for that in the 
good soil, these are the 
ones who, when they 
hear the word, hold it fast 
in an honest and good 
heart, and bear fruit with 
patient endurance.”

JULY
SEEK THE KINGDOM

■ Think about Singapore’s brief history. Society has progressed. Affluence 
has increased. Complacency has crept in. What about receptivity to the 
Gospel? Has the good soil of the ‘70s and ‘80s become thorny in the ‘90s, 
and rocky in recent years? We’re on a fast track to the End. It’s time to 
shake off cynicism and return to innocence. Pray for a great reversal, a new 
God-consciousness, a softening. Open your mouth to decree a seismic 
shift on earth as it is in heaven:
• Uncompromising simplicity   
• Unstoppable intercession for souls
• Unashamed preaching of the Good  News  
• Unusual openness and receptivity 
• Unprecedented turning to Christ 
• Unwavering commitment to disciple-making 
• Undaunted faith in the face of opposition 
• Unlimited miracles, signs and wonders 

■ Hope in God. Somewhere in every heart and every community there is 
good soil. But you won’t know it till you sow it. Go, walk the ground, sow 
your seed. Speak new life over all kinds of soil: The seed will grow well, the 
vine will yield its fruit, the ground will produce its crops, and the heavens 
will drop their dew. (Zechariah 8:12 NIV) 

■ Think transformation. Listen to the drumroll of the 11th hour. Believe and 
receive the promise of a hundredfold harvest: 
Those who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of joy. They weep as they 
go to plant their seed, but they sing as they return with the harvest. (Psalm 

126:5-6 NLT) 

The days are coming…when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman… 
(Amos 9:13 NIV) 

What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester alike! You know the 
saying, ‘One plants and another harvests.’ And it’s true. I sent you to 
harvest where you didn’t plant; others had already done the work, and now 
you will get to gather the harvest. (John 4:36-38 NLT) 

 



How small is a mustard seed?

As small as a pinhead. 750 seeds make a single gram. But 
the mighty shrub that grows from it could fill up your entire 
living room. Outdoors it becomes a sprawling bird park. The 
Reign of God is like that.

The Parable of the Leaven makes the same point with a 
new twist. Leaven is bread dough preserved from a previous 
baking day. A woman takes a scrap of this fermenting dough 
and works it into 18 kilograms of flour. The kneaded dough 
looks exactly the same as before. The leaven is invisible, 
but not inactive! It is silently and secretly exploding—in slow 
motion. In a couple of hours you will see an astonishing 
transformation. Resistance is futile. 

Now, put yourself in the shoes of the first disciples. A man 
of lowly birth from an obscure village abandons His humble 
trade and says, the Kingdom of God is coming. He has no 
formal theological training, no institutional credentials. And 
nobody expects the Kingdom to come in such ordinary ways. 

But you believe the Nazarene. You quit your job and leave 
home to follow Him. You gamble all you’ve got on this single 
card. Days, weeks, months go by, and still no Kingdom as far 
as the eye can see. The ordained clergy and biblical scholars 
begin to mock and dismiss your gentle guru. The big city 
ignores Him. You begin to wonder. Where is all this going? 
What will come of it? When? How? These are questions 
from below. Jesus answers from above: 

Do you believe a tiny mustard seed can take over a garden? 
Do you believe a hidden lump of leaven can grow a mountain 
of bread? Just as surely, then, the Reign of God will transform 
your life and the entire creation. See it through the eye of 
faith. Stake your future on it. This small and scant beginning 
will lead to a great and glorious end. Trust Me. Follow Me.

leaven of heaven
15

Matthew 13
31 He put before them 
another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven is 
l ike a mustard seed 
that someone took and 
sowed in his field; 32 it 
is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest 
of shrubs and becomes 
a tree, so that the birds 
of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 
33 He told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that 
a woman took and mixed 
in with three measures 
of flour until all of it was 
leavened.”

JULY
SEEK THE KINGDOM

The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams 
(ELEANOR ROOSEVELT). If we do not speak out a godly dream for this nation, the 
ship of state will lose its rudder and drift with any wind. (JOHN DAWSON)  

■ Dream big. Start small.  
Plant a mustard seed. What about the Father’s Movement in Singapore? 
Pray for the Church to arise as God’s Elijah in these last days—His 
preaching will turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts 
of children to their fathers. Otherwise I will come and strike the land with 
a curse (Malachi 4:5-6 NLT).  Ask God for a critical mass of godly fathers who 
will responsibly guard, govern, and guide their households. Fathers who 
model godliness. Fathers who are their children’s hero, best friend, and 
confidant.
Will you ignite prayer for a Father’s Movement in your church? Go beyond 
that—bring it to your workplace, your alma mater or your children’s  school. 
Will you face opposition? Yes. Warfare surrounds the birth of every God 
idea. Pray. Exercise faith to overcome the odds. Look beyond the present 
challenges and catch a glimpse of the bigger picture on God’s radar: 
The whole earth will acknowledge the Lord and return to Him. All the 
families of the nations will bow down before Him. For royal power belongs 
to the Lord. He rules all the nations…Our children will also serve Him. 
Future generations will hear about the wonders of the Lord. His righteous 
acts will be told to those not yet born. They will hear about everything He 
has done. (Psalm 22:27-31 NLT) 

■ Look far. Go deep.  
Add leaven. What about the 4.14 Window? This refers to the generation of 
children and youth 14 and under. In Singapore, they make up 15% of our 
population. Fact is, there can never be lasting transformation of society 
without transforming this 4.14 generation. Pray for an awakening to this 
reality among parents and pastors. That we will prioritise outreach to this 
vulnerable generation while they are young and receptive. That we will 
nurture their potential as revival carriers, disciple-makers, and life-long 
change agents. Do not despise these small beginnings. (Zechariah 4:10 NLT) 
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Make room for the Reign of God!

This parable reveals two things about God’s Rule. First, 
since it is not of this world, it is incompatible with all human 
systems, including religion. That’s what made it so hard 
for the religious leaders of Jesus’ day. They were so tied 
down to all that they considered sacred. But God was doing 
something completely new. Patterns of prayer and piety that 
God Himself had ordained were now being brushed aside 
(Luke 16:16). 

Second, the reign of God is dynamic. It’s the will of God 
in action. It’s God manifesting Himself and asserting His 
sovereignty on earth in ever fresh and new ways. It’s like 
seed growing secretly, like leaven exploding slowly, like wine 
expanding forcefully. It cannot be stopped. It creates new 
forms. It changes our theology and our worship. It alters 
patterns of evangelism, disciple-making, and leadership. It 
cannot be squeezed into unyielding systems and structures. 
It stretches everything that can be stretched and rips through 
everything that resists. Nothing is sacred!

Surely, we can have a little sympathy for those biblical 
scholars and clergymen of Jesus’ time. We are prone to the 
same self-preserving responses: How does this square with 
our theology and tradition? How does it fit into our system 
and structure? That was and is the fatal mistake. The Rule of 
God accommodates to nothing and to no one, because the 
Rule of God is God Himself. If we try to force God into a box, 
the seams will burst. We must change. 

Like tender wineskins, some people and churches are 
stretching beyond recognition to make way for God’s Rule 
in Singapore. Blessed are they. God wants to preserve both 
the wine and the wineskin. (verse 17)

Are you and your church ready to stretch and make room 
for God? 

patchwork

SEEK THE KINGDOM

To make room for God means to be on the stretch for God 
(EM BOUNDS). This parable confronts us in our comfort zone and 
challenges our human tendency to settle for the status quo. 

■ How does this resonate with you? What is your posture? 
Stretched out before God, heart pumping, eager to flow with 
His Sovereign moves? Or arms folded, head in the sand, 
refusing to budge, unwilling to change?

■ How different would things look in your personal life, 
home, workplace, and church if the Rule of God were 
fully acknowledged and honoured? Ask God for sanctified 
imagination. What do you see? What do you feel? Conceive 
it in your spirit by faith. Make this your daily petition. P.U.S.H. 
Pray Until Something Happens. 

■ How ready are we for change? Pray lovingly for the leaders 
of the major church streams in Singapore:  
That we will not fear change.
That we will not resist change. 
That we will not be slow to change. 
That we will know what to change and when to change.
That we will wholeheartedly welcome change. 
That we will have the willpower to make the change.
That we will have the courage to lead the change.

■ How far dare we go? Every church, every ministry, every 
organisation rises and falls on leadership. Succession is a 
critical issue. We’re in a new wine moment. Pray for a Spirit-
revolution, deep and wide, everlasting! Ask God to position 
Next Generation leaders to helm His next move: God-fearing 
men and women who understand the times and know what 
to do. Risk-takers who dare rock the boat. Dream-makers 
who colour outside the lines. Nation-builders with fire in 
the belly. History-makers full of wisdom, full of the Spirit. 
Servant-catalysts who lead by revelation beyond reason. 

Matthew 9
16 “No one sews a piece 
of unshrunk cloth on 
an old cloak, for the 
patch pulls away from 
the cloak, and a worse 
tear is made. 17 Neither 
is new wine put into old 
wineskins; otherwise, 
the skins burst, and the 
wine is spilled, and the 
skins are destroyed; but 
new wine is put into fresh 
wineskins, and so both 
are preserved.”

Luke 16 
16The  l aw  and  t he 
prophets were in effect 
until John came; since 
then the good news of 
the kingdom of God 
is  p roc la imed,  and 
everyone tries to enter 
it by force.

Major Church 
Streams in 
Singapore

Anglican

Assemblies of God

Baptist

Bible Presbyterian

Brethren

Church of Singapore

Evangelical Free

Independent 
Conservative

Independent 
Charismatic

Independent 
Pentecostal

International Church of 
the Foursquare Gospel

Lutheran

Methodist

Presbyterian

The Salvation Army
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The Kingdom is joy.

Some parables have twins. For instance, the Mustard Seed 
and the Leaven, the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, the 
Treasure and the Pearl. Comparing a parable with its twin 
is both interesting and enlightening. Notice, for example, a 
subtle difference between the Treasure and the Pearl. It’s that 
little word, joy. 

The man in the field is probably a common labourer tilling 
the ground when, suddenly, his plow rips into a fortune. This 
changes everything! Now he must decide. So it is with you 
when you encounter the Kingdom—either for the first time, or 
perhaps in a fresh and new way. It may take you by surprise. 
You’re faithful in church attendance, giving, and community 
service. You go about your ordinary business in ordinary 
ways. And, suddenly, there it is: a kairos moment, a fresh 
call to some new ministry, or to missions. The glory of the 
Kingdom catches your eye. Suddenly, you’re like Dorothy 
over the rainbow in The Wizard of Oz. A whole new world 
of colour and promise opens up before you. Now you must 
decide.
Back to the plowman in our parable. He immediately and 
wholeheartedly sacrifices everything to acquire the hidden 
treasure. Notice his motivation. This is no prune-faced pietist 
discharging a religious duty. On the contrary, he merrily goes 
about like a fanatic, selling stocks and liquidating CPF as if the 
world were ending tomorrow. Family, friends, and neighbours 
think him mad. Truth is, he’s drunk with joy. He has a secret. 
Sacrifice he must. But he does so in his joy! Do you?

Why is it so hard nowadays for people to surrender life and 
wealth for God and Mission? Have we lost touch with the 
joy of God’s Reign? After all, who would sell everything for a 
weekly dose of liturgy and tradition, if that’s all there is to it? 
Great sacrifices come easily, naturally, and spontaneously for 
those who are beside themselves with the joy of the Kingdom. 
Are you?

Matthew 13
44“The kingdom of heaven 
is like treasure hidden in 
a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in 
his joy he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys 
that field. 45 Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; 46 on finding 
one pearl of great value, 
he went and sold all that 
he had and bought it.

Romans 14:17
The Kingdom of God is ... 
righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit.   
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SEEK THE KINGDOM

Joy is the hallmark of God’s Reign. Sadly, however, many of us live our lives 
year in and year out as culture-Christians, out of touch with the adventure 
of Kingdom living. This little Parable of the Hidden Treasure reminds us that 
there is much, much more waiting to be found. 

■ How’s your personal Joy Quotient? Has prayer and Bible reading become 
dry and boring routines? Is church attendance more duty than delight? You’re 
not alone. Pray for others to find joy, and you will not be denied. Spend some 
quiet moments in God presence, reflecting on this Word of promise: You show 
me the path of life. In Your presence there is fullness of joy; in Your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore (Psalm 16:11). What joy for those whose strength comes 
from the Lord, who have set their minds on a pilgrimage. (Psalm 84:5 NLT)

■ Joy is more than an emotion. It’s a response to the Gospel. If you can’t 
serve joyfully in times of peace, what will you do when rivers run with blood? 
Consider this stern warning: 
Because you did not serve the Lord your God joyfully and with gladness of 
heart for the abundance of everything, therefore you shall serve your enemies 
whom the Lord will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and 
lack of everything. (Deuteronomy 28:47-48) 

Think about the first disciples of Jesus. They threw caution to the wind and 
left everything to follow Him. That was the secret of their joy. Have you known 
such joy? Have you lost it? Have your responses to the Gospel been cautious, 
calculative, and conservative? Pray for the grace to serve with joyful abandon 
like the plowman in this parable and the early disciples of Jesus.

■ In Singapore, we don’t think twice about spending tens of thousands to 
draw a crowd to a single Christian event. But just imagine how much money 
we would save if all of us were simply beside ourselves with the joy of the 
Lord. This is truly our best advertisement—our most natural, most positive, 
irresistibly good, inexpensive crowd-puller. Pray for continual, conspicuous, 
contagious joy to overflow our lives and intoxicate our city. 

■ The Reign of God is open to all. Pray that 2011 will be a kairos year of many 
eureka moments for people from all walks of life.



priceless pearl
JULY

The Kingdom is a gift.

You cannot buy it. But to lay hold of it, you will have to give up 
some precious things. God may call you to leave home, family, 
and friends. You may have to give up property, business, 
tertiary education, or a lucrative career. All this seems easy 
enough for the man who finds the treasure in the field. His 
joy drives him on.

But this is only one side of the coin. What about the pearl 
merchant? Notice, the word joy is missing from his story. His 
response stems from a different grade of motivation. For him, 
it’s a calculated move. He’s a shrewd trader. He assesses the 
value of the pearl and concludes that it’s worth it all. No price 
is too high. No sacrifice is too great. He acts promptly and 
decisively. He invests everything to obtain the prize.

Here is a different twist on seeking the Kingdom. The Parable 
of the Treasure affirms that joy plays an essential part in the 
spiritual life. And that is as it should be. A spoonful of sugar 
helps the medicine go down. But that’s not all there is to it. 
After all, we can hardly imagine Abraham jumping for joy at 
the prospect of sacrificing his son. But he was prepared to 
go through with it in simple obedience. He bound his son 
and drew his sword, not in his joy but in his faithfulness. His 
love and loyalty for God surpassed all other loves. He put 
Covenant first. Do we?

Similarly, the pearl merchant acts, not in tear-jerking emotion, 
not in heart-throbbing ecstasy, but in economic prudence. 
His response is not without feeling, to be sure, but it goes 
deeper than that.

So it is with disciples of the Kingdom. We are clearheaded 
about what we are doing. We are convinced of the credibility of 
the Bible and the claims of Christ. We read the fine print. We 
count the cost. We conclude with Paul that nothing compares 
to the all-surpassing value of knowing Jesus Christ our Lord 
(Philippians 3:8). We sign on the dotted line.

Matthew 13
44“The kingdom of heaven 
is like treasure hidden in 
a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in 
his joy he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys 
that field. 45 Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; 46 on finding 
one pearl of great value, 
he went and sold all that 
he had and bought it.
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In 1865, seven Cambridge graduates 
shocked their generation by spurning 
fame and fortune for a Kingdom-sized 
adventure with Hudson Taylor’s China 
Inland Mission. Why did they do it? 
One of the Seven, C.T. Studd, left 
his answer on a postcard: If Jesus 
Christ be God and died for me, then 
no sacrifice can be too great for me to 
make for Him.

■ What about you? What’s holding 
you back? Is it worldly wisdom and 
smug intellectualism? Pray. Ruthlessly 
destroy arguments and every proud 
obstacle raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and take every 
thought captive to obey Christ. (2 

Corinthians 10:5) 

■ Imagine a radical, go-for-broke, burn-
your-bridges discipleship movement in 
Singapore. Reject the idea that such 
a thing is only for uneducated and 
under-funded fanatics with nothing to 
lose. Look at Studd. Look at the pearl 
merchant. God is waiting on us. Will 
you be a catalyst? 

■ Pray and dare to believe that many 
of Singapore’s top scholars and super 
achievers will give their lives 100% 
to God’s Kingdom and mission. Your 
prayer has the potential to trigger a 
new wave of missions that will rock 
the world! Record your prayer on this 
page. 



SEEK THE KINGDOM

History is a test of faith and a correct response to that test is persistent 
prayer (PHILIP YANCEY). God is doing nothing less than offering to His praying 
Church a part in His government of the world. (HELMUT THIELICKE)  

■ Following a watershed General Election, we witnessed the passing of an 
era when two previous Prime Ministers retired from the Cabinet. In this time 
of political transition, ask the Holy Spirit to release a fresh breath of prayer 
motivated by love and founded on the theology of the God of the how-much-
more—a God who hears, answers, and exceeds our prayers (EDMUND CHAN).  

Ask for an anointing to see the invisible and believe for the impossible. 

■ God’s heartbeat for Singapore is transformation. But this takes time. Don’t 
lose heart. Never give up. Pray with shameless persistence: 

Our Father in Heaven, we acknowledge that times and seasons are in Your 
hands. Throughout history, You raised up dreamers and doers to fulfill Your 
desires. We answer Your call to be Your agents of godly change in our 
generation. With Your help, we will effect Kingdom transformation in the 
Seven Gates of Cultural Influence in Singapore and among the nations: Arts 
and Entertainment, Business, Science and Technology, Communications 
and Media, Disadvantaged and Marginalised, Education and School, Family 
and Home, Government and Leadership. 

Anoint our eyes to see beyond the here and the now. 
Tune our ears to listen beyond the norm and the natural. 
Open our minds to dream beyond the human and the ordinary. 
Awaken our hearts to believe beyond the practical and the possible.

By Your Spirit, we will pray the vision with faith and focus. 
We will live the vision with dare and dignity. 
We will spread the vision with passion and purpose. 
We will fulfill the vision with vigour and vigilance.

Future generations will recall this moment and praise You for the beyond 
imagination answers to this one prayer prayed with one accord, in this one 
place, by one people who chose to hear and obey. Your Kingdom come, 
Your will be done in Singapore as it is in heaven. In Jesus’ mighty name we 
pray, amen! (DAY OF HIS POWER 2010)

It was a war of wills.

In that city, a certain judge put himself above the law and 
God. But in that city, there was one with whom he had to 
reckon. In that city, there was a widow. 

Women married young in those days—at 12 or 13. So don’t 
expect a wilting widow on a walking stick. She was a force 
to be feared. What she thought of the judge we do not know. 
But she took his office seriously. She took him on until she 
got what she needed.

This story is not only about prayer. It’s also about a quality 
of faith that takes God seriously and never loses heart. God 
is not like the judge in this story. He’s the exact opposite. 
This is a how-much-more argument. If this incorrigible judge 
gives in just to get this ferocious widow out of his wig, then 
how much more will God vindicate His own! Not because 
we throttle Him off His throne, but because He loves us 
infinitely! 

We don’t have to hemorrhage to be heard in heaven. But 
like the widow before the judge, we do have to take God 
seriously and never give up. Like Jacob at Peniel, hip out of 
joint, he dangles from God’s waist, bawling: I won’t let You 
go until You bless me! Like Joseph in Egypt, who spends his 
last breath booking passage to the Promised Land—for his 
bones! Like Elijah on Carmel, head clamped between his 
knees, he never quits until the sky turns black and explodes 
with rain. Like Hezekiah at his end, who slams his face to the 
wall pleading for a top-up on life—15 years added! 

When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith like this on 
the earth? The quality of our praying shows how engaged 
our faith is. Is there a woman in this city who takes God 
seriously? Is there a man in this nation who endures to the 
end and never loses heart? When Jesus comes again, will 
He find faith on the Island of Singapore?

stress test
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Luke 18
1 Then Jesus told them 
a parable about their 
need to pray always 
and not to lose heart. 2 

He said, “In a certain city 
there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor 
had respect for people. 
3 In that city there was a 
widow who kept coming 
to him and saying, “Grant 
me justice against my 
opponent.” 4 For a while 
he refused; but later he 
said to himself, “Though 
I have no fear of God and 
no respect for anyone, 5 
yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I 
will grant her justice, so 
that she may not wear 
me out by continually 
coming.” 6 And the Lord 
said, “Listen to what the 
unjust judge says. 7 And 
will not God grant justice 
to his chosen ones who 
cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long in 
helping them? 8 I tell 
you, he will quickly grant 
justice to them. And yet, 
when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith 
on earth?”

JULY
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■ What’s your story? 
Are you like the lawyer in this parable, desiring eternal life but on your own 
terms? Are you customising religion to suit your whims and fancies? Do 
you have a habit of selectively obeying what is convenient to you? Are you 
more eager to justify yourself than to do what is right? 

■ Who is my neighbour? 
Simply put, it is anyone who has a need that I am aware of and it is within 
my power to do something about it. Pray for the Church. That we will have 
eyes to see and hearts to serve the neighbour—beyond our own racial and 
religious circles, especially those who are shunned by all. It is the duty of 
every Christian to be Christ to his neighbour. (MARTIN LUTHER)

■ Are we in touch?
Education, knowledge, and credentials are biggies in Singapore. Nothing 
wrong with that. But are we hiding in ivory towers of lofty preoccupations 
and high-brow intellectualism? Have we lost touch with the ground? Pray 
for yourself and your church—back to basics, back to reality. 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge…but do not have love, I am nothing (1 Corinthians 13:2 NIV). 
A little knowledge that acts is worth infinitely more than much knowledge 
that is idle. (KAHLIL GIBRAN)  

■ Are we all talk and no action? 
Words are cheap. Pray that we will stop making excuses and start meeting 
needs in the community in tangible ways. Act on what you say and what you 
pray. Offer God your five loaves and two fish. Ask Him to multiply it however 
and wherever He pleases. Action is eloquence. (WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE)    

■ Shall we build a different future?
The Final Hour approaches. Humanitarian disasters are on the increase. 
Pray that in all aspects of life and work, we will prioritise the needs of hurting 
humanity. May our brand of theological education and equipping be Christ-
centred, value-driven, and outcome-based; sound, practical, and relevant 
for nation-building, crisis relief, and community transformation. 

The Case of Lawyer versus Layman.

He has mastered the Law of Moses. He’s a scholar, a trained 
theologian. He thinks he can out-talk this unaccredited rabbi 
while blogging. Let him try.

What must I do to inherit eternal life? he asks. Jesus throws 
the question back at him: How do you interpret God’s Law? 
Since the Law is his specialty, this senior counsel can’t resist 
answering. He pulls up the double-love command: Love 
God, love neighbour.

Right, says Jesus. Do this, and you’ll live. Your theological 
knowledge is useless unless you put it into practice. 
Knowledge bloats your brain. Love saves your soul.

That learned lawyer should have sat down while he was 
ahead. Now he finds himself being cross-examined by the 
layman. He scans his vast store of knowledge, searching 
for a loophole; a technicality by which he can justify himself. 
Aha, he thinks he’s found one: And who is my neighbour?

His first question was insincere. His second was evasive: 
How large is the circle? Where do I draw the line? What is 
the limit of my responsibility? The meaning of neighbour  
was in dispute back then. Most regarded fellow Jews and 
converts to Judaism as neighbours. Some said you should 
love these and hate your enemies. Others said you should 
hate all outsiders. What does Jesus say?

He doesn’t quibble over Bible verses or quote famous rabbis. 
He simply tells a story. A story that has inspired the creation 
of thousands of hospitals, halfway houses, and hospices 
throughout history. A story that dismantles every pious 
excuse for not giving to the hungry, helpless, and hurting 
who need the love of God to touch them with human hands 
that heal.

love on trial
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Luke 10
25 Just then a lawyer 
stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher, ”  he sa id, 
“what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 He said 
to him, “What is written 
in the law? What do 
you read there?” 27 He 
answered, “You shall 
love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, 
and with all your mind; 
and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28 And he said 
to him, “You have given 
the right answer; do this, 
and you will live.” 

Deuteronomy 6 
4Hear, O Israel: The 
LORD is our God, the 
LORD alone. 5 You shall 
love the LORD your God 
with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and 
with all your might.

JULY
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■ Be warned. Faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is 
dead and useless…You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one 
God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror 
(James 2:17, 19 NLT). How is your faith different? What examples are we setting for 
the young? What kind of Church will future generations inherit? 

■ Where is your Jericho Road? We can’t all be professional social workers, 
but each of us can certainly do some good deed for someone, somewhere, 
somehow. As you go about your everyday business, ask God to open your 
eyes to see the destitute and the downtrodden all around you. Reach out in 
love. You may be their only lifeline. Pray for yourself—for  open heart, open 
hands! The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, 
but because of those who look on and do nothing. (ALBERT EINSTEIN)

■ Perhaps you serve as a pastor or leader. But do you turn aside when you 
encounter someone in need, someone who falls outside your official job 
description? Is the stress of ‘ministry’ making you so exhausted that you 
don’t even have time or energy to stop for someone in need? Talk to God. 
Pray for renewed compassion to love and to serve all. Ask Him to open your 
eyes to see the intrinsic worth of each human life. Each one deserves our 
time and more. 

■ Ponder these words from a legend of faith and action: We are called to play 
the good Samaritan on life’s roadside; but that will be only an initial act. One 
day we must come to see that the whole Jericho road must be transformed 
so that men and women will not be constantly beaten and robbed as they 
make their journey on life’s highway. True compassion is more than flinging 
a coin to a beggar; it is not haphazard and superficial. It comes to see that 
an edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring. A true revolution of 
values will soon look uneasily on the glaring contrast of poverty and wealth. 
(MARTIN LUTHER KING JR)

The night is coming. Work while it is day (John 9:4). Let’s mend our broken world. 
Pray that Church, Government, and business community will strategise and 
synergise efforts to transform the Jericho Road into a Freeway of Justice 
and Peace. Ask, seek, and knock. 

Travellers beware!

It’s 28 kilometres from Jerusalem to Jericho. That road is 
desolate, dangerous, and downhill all the way. It descends 
1,000 metres; from 760 metres above sea level to 240 
below. Sharp curves and rocky passes provide ideal cover 
for robbers. 

Imagine you’re the priest on that road. You see that half dead 
man lying there. But you have religious duties at the temple. 
What if the victim dies on your hands? You’d be ritually 
unclean and couldn’t serve God well. It might even diminish 
the offering! You pass by on the other side. 

Now, let’s say you’re the Levite. You don’t perform rituals like 
the priest. But you play guitar in the service. You got scolded 
for being late last time. You see the wounded man there on 
his back. But what if the muggers are still around, crouching 
behind a rock? You pass by on the opposite side.

Notice how parables work. They read us. They hold a plumb 
line to our hearts. Unless this listening lawyer is blind, he can 
see that he is behaving like the priest and the Levite in the 
story. He tries to justify himself on theological grounds: Who 
is my neighbour? 

Now, let the parable search our hearts. We see the busker 
in the pedestrian tunnel; the tissue seller at the interchange. 
How often we pass by on the other side! We dare not even 
look into their eyes. We ignore these and countless other 
human needs. Are we not like the priest and the Levite? Are 
we not like the lawyer, using theology to justify ourselves? 

Take, for example, Paul’s teaching on justification by faith 
alone. That principle is widely used to justify our sins of 
inaction and indifference. We misuse Paul’s theology to 
overrule Jesus. The way to eternal life, says Jesus, is to 
practise love toward God and neighbour. Pilgrims beware! A 
faith that does not love, does not justify.

compassion deficit
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Luke 10
29Want ing  to  jus t i fy 
himself, [the lawyer] 
asked Jesus, “And who 
is my neighbor?” 30Jesus 
replied, “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell into the 
hands of robbers, who 
stripped him, beat him, 
and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 31Now 
by chance a priest was 
going down that road; 
and when he saw him, 
he passed by on the 
other side. 32So likewise 
a Levite, when he came 
to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the 
other side.

JULY
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■ Are you loving God by loving neighbour? This is the Kingdom recipe for a 
kinder, gentler Singapore. If anyone boasts, ‘I love God,’ and goes right on 
hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. If he won’t love 
the person he can see, how can he love the God he can’t see? The command 
we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. You’ve got to 
love both. (1 John 4:20-21, The MESSAGE)

■ All the beautiful sentiments in the world weigh less than a single lovely action 
(LOWELL). Know someone in crisis? Beyond praying, resolve to do something. 
Your obedience could spark a new movement of volunteerism—the explosion 
of private citizens doing public good. (BILL CLINTON)

I hear your concerns about making sure the lower income group can keep 
pace with rising costs of living…Yes, we must help this group of Singaporeans 
so that no one falls through the crack or is left behind. I am happy to hear more 
ideas of how government and non-government agencies can help the lower 
income group.  But I would also urge you to find ways to help in whichever way 
you can to make a difference. Many groups like our VWOs need volunteers to 
lend a helping hand, whether to cook or to do something useful for someone 
else in need.  (PM LEE HSIEN LOONG, Facebook Webchat, 4th May 2011) 

■ Pray: Lord, I realise that Singapore is all of us. And Singapore can only be 
as kind and compassionate as we her people choose to be. Forgive me for 
finding fault with government and policies when I myself give scant attention 
to those who fall through the cracks. I will make it my personal policy to be the 
change I want to see. I will love You by loving my neighbour in need.

■ What about the children? Singapore together with 188 nations have made 
this historic promise that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, 
will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling. (UN MILLENNIUM GOALS)

Today, 100 million children have no access to education. It’s time to get our 
act together. Education is one of Singapore’s unique strengths. Pray that the 
Singapore Church will lend its voice and dedicate its resources to plant schools 
for children in poor and needy nations. Pray for phenomenal success.

This is a parable of contrast.

Two clergymen see a hurting, helpless brother and move 
away from him. The Samaritan sees the victim (a man of a 
different race and religion) and he is moved with compassion. 
He moves toward him. Compassion is conspicuously lacking 
in the priest and the Levite. Even their covenant obligation 
does not trigger a loving response from their hearts and hands.

The word compassion here refers to a profound stirring 
in the depths of our being that constrains us to act. This 
is something quite different from dancing under dazzling 
lights, falling down in a prayer queue, or flooding the altar 
with tears. There is a time and place for spiritual encounters 
and emotional highs. But the proof of our piety is in how we 
respond on Jericho Road when naked human need stares us 
in the face. Are we moved with compassion that translates 
into action? This is Jesus’ most action-packed parable. Ten 
active verbs recount the Samaritan’s loving deeds: 

• He came near the victim. 
• He saw him. 
• He went to him. 
• He poured oil and wine on his wounds. 
• He bandaged them. 
• He put him on his pack animal. 
• He brought him to an inn. 
• He took care of him. 
• He paid the bill. 
• He told the innkeeper to care for him and promised to cover 
any additional cost. 

In other words, the Good Samaritan puts no cap on 
compassion. 

Jesus makes it clear that love is action. Love is behaviour. It 
has little to do with romantic feelings. It has everything to do 
with our will and values, our attitudes and actions. The only 
way we can truly know that we have eternal life is by our love 
for God and neighbour, friend and foe. (1 John 3:14)

love unlimited
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Luke 10
33 “But a Samaritan while 
traveling came near him; 
and when he saw him, 
he was moved with pity. 
34 He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, 
having poured oil and 
wine on them. Then 
he put him on his own 
animal, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him. 
35 The next day he took 
out two denarii, gave 
them to the innkeeper, 
and said, ‘Take care of 
him; and when I come 
back, I will repay you 
whatever more you 
spend.’ 36 Which of these 
three, do you think, was 
a neighbour to the man 
who fell into the hands of 
the robbers?” 37 He said, 
“The one who showed 
him mercy.” Jesus said 
to him, “Go and do 
likewise.”

1 John 3 
14 We know that we have 
passed from death to 
life because we love 
one another. Whoever 
does not love abides in 
death.

JULY
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■ Let this parable probe your heart. Which character or set of characters is 
most like you? 
• The one who hurts others (robbers)
• The one who is hurt by others (victim)
• The one who hurries past the hurting (Priest and Levite)
• The one who heals the hurting (Samaritan)
• The one who helps the healer (innkeeper) 
(CHARLES RICE, Adapted)

■ Who are the Samaritans among us? Have we stereotyped certain people 
groups? In the event of a national disaster, will you go beyond your kith and 
kin and extend help to those of a different race or religion?

■ The greatest difficulty with this parable is not interpreting it, but living it 
(PETER R. JONES). Ask God to work a miracle in your heart and re-make you into 
a Samaritan: one who is moved with compassion, one who moves toward 
people in need; one who spontaneously takes action, takes risks, takes 
responsibility to help and heal the hurting.

■ The End of the Age is marked by racial and religious tensions. This will 
intensify around the world. However, Singapore can be an exception and 
it all depends on us. Renounce bigotry, repent of pride and prejudice. Be a 
Good Samaritan. Go and do likewise:

He drew a circle that shut me out 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But love and I had the wit to win: 
We drew a circle and took him in! 
(EDWIN MARKHAM) 

■ Invite God to test and renovate your heart. Pray for opportunities to show 
kindness to people on the other side of the racial and religious divide. Ask 
for the difficult cases. Pray for a triple miracle: One, that you will love without 
limits. Two, that you will truly enjoy the challenge. Three, that those you serve 
will experience a radical turn around. Pray: Lord, I want to care more than 
others think is wise; risk more than others think is safe; dream more than 
others think is practical; expect more than others think is possible. 

Why did it have to be a Samaritan?

The lawyer probably expected the hero of this story to be a 
Jewish layman, third in rank with the priest and the Levite. 
As such, the parable would have been a not-so-shocking 
criticism of the clergy. But to the horror of the hearers and 
especially this lawyer, the hero of the story is not a Jewish 
layman, but a... 

By the way, what’s a Samaritan?

Long ago, when God’s people went into exile, their captors 
settled a bunch of foreigners in Israel. These intermarried 
with a remnant of Jews who stayed behind. Their half-blood 
descendants are called Samaritans. 

When Jews began returning to Israel, ethnic and religious 
tensions flared up. The Samaritans set up a rival temple and 
at one time, even made war on the Jews.  When Jesus was 
about 12 years old, some embittered Samaritans snuck into 
the Jewish temple under cover of darkness and littered it 
with human corpses—during the Passover! 

The hatred was mutual. As far as Jews were concerned, 
there was no such thing as a Good Samaritan. They were 
the sewage of society, worse than tax collectors and Gentile 
slaves. Therefore, when Jesus makes a Samaritan the hero 
of the story, this debate has run amok! The lawyer, when 
asked who is neighbour to the victim, can’t even bring the 
hated word (Samaritan) to his lips. But he is forced to admit 
the truth. 

That’s how parables work. You hear it and you’re trapped. 
Like it or not, you have to make a judgment and relate it 
to your own life. In this case, Jesus helps the stressed-out 
lawyer connect the dots: Go and do likewise. This answers all. 
What must I do to receive eternal life? Who is my neighbour? 
How can I be a neighbour? Go and do likewise.

Case closed.

shock of conscience
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Luke 10
36 “Which of these three, do 
you think, was a neighbor 
to the man who fell into the 
hands of the robbers?” 37 

He said, “The one who 
showed him mercy.” Jesus 
said to him, “Go and do 
likewise.”

JULY
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■ Warning! 
Anger is one letter short of danger. People who fly into a rage always make a 
bad landing. Are you prone to anger? Who are you mad at? Do you think you 
have a right to be angry? Have you used Scripture to justify yourself? Examine 
yourself. Pray. Receive counsel from God’s Word: Do not be quick to anger, for 
anger lodges in the bosom of fools (Ecclesiastes 7:9). You must all be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, and slow to get angry. Human anger does not produce the 
righteousness God desires (James 1:19-20 NLT).  Don’t hit back. Discover beauty in 
everyone. If possible, so far as it depends on you, get along with every person. 
Don’t insist on getting even. That’s not for you to do. God will do the judging. 
God will take care of it. (Romans 12:17-19 THE MESSAGE ADAPTED)

■ Warning! 
Anger is an acid that can do more harm to the vessel in which it is stored than 
to anything on which it is poured (MARK TWAIN). Deal with anger in your life before 
it eats you up. Where is the source? What are the triggers? A torn jacket 
is soon mended, but hard words bruise the heart of a child (H.W. LONGFELLOW). 
Have you been harbouring anger from childhood? Get it off your chest in the 
presence of God. Forgive totally and unconditionally. Allow His mercy to melt 
your heart. 

■ Warning! 
Anger is a wind which blows out the lamp of the mind (ROBERT INGERSOLL). As the 
recent General Election showed, Singapore is becoming an angry society. 
Anger clouds our reasoning. It opens the door to self-deception. In this time of 
national transition, we need to be clear-minded and forward-thinking. Ask God 
to deliver us from mindlessly spouting words that demean and condemn. Pray 
for national healing. Pray for conflict resolution and constructive change.   

■ Shalom. 
Reconciliation takes place when you and I begin to enjoy intimate fellowship 
with our previous enemies (JOHN DAWSON). In a world of conflict, as darkness falls, 
make this your personal goal. Be a true disciple. Make it right before the night. 
Do not let the sun go down on your anger. (Ephesians 4:26)

24JULY
The Reign of God is built on relationships.

Redeemed relationships. To offer worship or take communion 
with anger and unforgiveness brings us into judgment (Matthew 

5:22). You may think you’re in the right. But the warning of this 
little Parable of the Lawsuit is that we can go to hell being in 
the right.  

We can harden our hearts, stake our claims, and throw our 
weight around. We may even succeed in building a great 
ministry, a booming business, or a thriving NGO. But if 
there’s rancour in the ranks and politics in our hearts, then 
whatever we’re building has little to do with the Kingdom of 
God. It has more in common with the other side. For where 
there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder 
and wickedness of every kind. (James 3:16)

God is testing and exposing hearts today. Disaster is at the 
door. Lightning strikes without warning. As we have seen in 
recent months, things that have stood firm for decades can 
melt down in a single day. If you think you are standing firm, 
be careful. Your situation could spin out of control and land 
you in a heap of trouble. You will never get out until you have 
paid the last cent. (Matthew 5:26)  

So what are we to do? Jesus has spoken:

• Take the first step before it’s too late.

• Come to terms quickly with your spouse, sibling, parent, in-
laws, employer, employee, colleague, or whoever.

• Back down before you melt down. 

• Settle the case before it unsettles you. 

• Humble yourself before God and neighbour. 

Be reconciled to your brother or sister and then come and 
offer your gift. (Matthew 5:24) 

meltdown

Matthew 5
22 “But I say to you that 
if you are angry with a 
brother or sister, you will 
be liable to judgment. ... 23 

So when you are offering 
your gift at the altar, if 
you remember that your 
brother or sister has 
something against you, 
24 leave your gift there 
before the altar and go; 
first be reconciled to your 
brother or sister, and 
then come and offer your 
gift. 25 Come to terms 
quickly with your accuser 
while you are on the way 
to court with him, or your 
accuser may hand you 
over to the judge, and 
the judge to the guard, 
and you will be thrown 
into prison. 26 Truly I tell 
you, you will never get 
out until you have paid 
the last penny.”

James 3 
16 where there is envy 
and selfish ambition, 
there will also be disorder 
and wickedness of every 
kind. 17 But the wisdom 
f rom above is  f i rs t 
pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, 
full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy. 
18 And a harvest  of 
righteousness is sown 
in peace for those who 
make peace.



SEEK THE KINGDOM 

■ Today, on behalf of the nation, thank God for the abundant mercy and 
extraordinary care He has lavished upon us: Lord, because of Your tender 
mercies, we are blessed beyond measure. We were small and struggling 
at one time. Today, we’re strong and successful. We were despised at one 
time. Today we’re enjoying favour and influence in many arenas, national 
and international. We used to be dependent on outside help. Today, we’re 
brimming over with resources to share. (JOHN DAWSON, Adapted)

■ The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree is a call for national repentance. It’s 
about stewardship and accountability. To whom much has been entrusted, 
even more will be demanded (Luke 12:48). How are we doing as a light to the 
nations? Have we been putting our affluence and influence to good use for 
the benefit of poor and needy communities? How willing are we to serve 
nations on the brink of collapse? Pray for change. 

Think about our foreign policy. Nations are watching. Pray that in the fear 
of the Lord, Singapore will not relate to other nations purely on the basis of 
dollars and cents and in the name of national interest. That we will model a 
different spirit, no longer what’s-in-it-for-me, but what’s-in-it-for-them.

Think about our foreign missions. Nations are waiting. Pray that we will not 
deny our neighbours the life-changing, culture-transforming, nation-building 
power of the Gospel. That we will release our best and brightest to serve 
them. 

■ The ax is poised at the root of the tree (Matthew 3:10). Like the gardener in this 
parable, stand in the gap. Plead for one more year—a second chance, an 
extended season of grace. Pray: Lord, may we not be axed out! 

■ Claim the blessing of Joseph, that we will be a fruitful vine by a spring, 
whose branches run over the wall (Genesis 49:22). Declare: Singapore will branch 
out across many nations and over every wall, bringing justice and Good 
News.

One crisis follows another. 

First, Pilate’s security forces open fire on a handful of 
Galilean protesters, mixing their blood with that of their 
animal sacrifices. Next, a tower comes crashing down on 
18 residents of Siloam. None survive. Some say they had 
it coming. But Jesus says no. These are warning signs for 
the whole nation. Your baptism certificate is no protection. 
Repent or you’ll be next. (verses 3,5)

Time is running out. How many more disasters must strike 
before we see the last grains of sand sifting through the hour 
glass? Crisis demands response. 

Take the fig tree, for example. It occupies a lot of prime space 
in the garden. It consumes more nutrients than most trees. 
It competes with other plants. If it bears fruit, then well and 
good. It’s worth it. But if not, the axe lies at the root. Produce 
or perish!

This parable is laden with grace and gravity. It’s a picture 
of a nation or a person who has received abundant mercy 
and extraordinary care. All necessary measures have been 
taken to ensure that we bear fruit. 

Many, however, remain chronic consumers of grace; 
connoisseurs of great sermons, soaking up sacraments 
week after week, year after year, but simply refusing to 
change. Here is the essence of evil: the stubborn refusal to 
fulfill our God-given purpose. God is not harsh. The doom 
that follows is self-imposed. 

“Time’s up,” says the Master. “Cut it down!” “No, wait!” cries 
the Caretaker, “One more year” (Luke 13:7-8). God is patient and 
forbearing. He stays the axe and lavishes yet more loving 
attention. He extends the season of grace. He gives nations 
and people time to respond. He will wait. But not forever. 
Forty years after Jesus spoke this parable, Jerusalem and 
the temple lay in ruins. They did not read the signs. They did 
not respond. Will we?

one more year
25

Luke 13
1 At that very time there 
were some present 
who told him about the 
Galileans whose blood 
P i la te  had ming led 
with their sacrifices. 2 

He asked them, “Do 
you think that because 
these Galileans suffered 
in this way they were 
worse sinners than all 
other Galileans? 3 No, 
I tell you; but unless 
you repent, you will all 
perish as they did. 4 Or 
those eighteen who were 
killed when the tower of 
Siloam fell on them—do 
you think that they were 
worse offenders than 
all the others living in 
Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell 
you; but unless you 
repent, you will all perish 
just as they did.” 6 Then 
he told this parable: 
“A man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard; 
and he came looking 
for fruit on it and found 
none. 7 So he said to the 
gardener, ‘See here! For 
three years I have come 
looking for fruit on this 
fig tree, and still I find 
none. Cut it down! Why 
should it be wasting the 
soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, 
let it alone for one more 
year, until I dig around it 
and put manure on it. 9 

If it bears fruit next year, 
well and good; but if not, 
you can cut it down.’” 
NRSV

JULY



The Reign of God is a reckoning. 

Like the king in this parable, God will settle all accounts. In 
this story, a desperate debtor begs for time to pay. Being 
brought before the king implies that he was already behind 
bars. How much does he owe? How much is 10,000 talents 
anyway?

A talent was the largest unit of Roman currency. A penny was 
the smallest. A single talent equals about 20 years’ salary. 
You’re welcome to do the math. 10,000 talents would amount 
to the annual income of 200,000 workers. In other words, it 
would take the combined annual salary of all the working 
residents of Bedok to settle the debt. The Master Storyteller 
exaggerated to make a point. 

Even if this guy lives to the age of 60 million, he could never 
earn enough to settle the score. But the king, out of pity, 
writes off the entire debt and releases the prisoner, just 
because he pleaded. 

The phrase out of pity in verse 27 is a verb in the Greek. 
It means to be moved with compassion toward someone 
in need. Unless it’s found in a parable, this word is always 
used of Jesus in the Gospels. And in every case, He takes 
immediate action to meet the need, and this usually involves 
a miracle. 

In other words, compassion is God’s love in action. This 
parable paints a picture of our indebtedness to God and His 
great mercy toward us. No earthly monarch acts like the king 
in this parable. But God does! He is moved with compassion 
toward us. He forgives us our incalculable debt of sin and He 
sets us free.

God’s forgiveness is free. But it’s not cheap. He paid a 
precious price for our pardon—the blood of His Son.

debt free
26

Matthew 18
23 “For this reason the 
kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king 
who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves.  
24 When he began the 
reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to 
him; 25 and, as he could 
not pay, his lord ordered 
him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children 
and all his possessions, 
and payment to be 
made. 26 So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ 27 And 
out of pity for him, the 
lord of that slave released 
him and forgave him the 
debt. 
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■ Celebrate! Make this a day of 
thanksgiving for sins forgiven. Are 
lingering feelings of guilt over past sins 
tormenting you? Pause and reflect 
on God’s great compassion. Pour out 
your soul in thanksgiving. Put it in 
writing on this page. 

■ Declare! Because of the LORD’s 
great love we are not consumed, for 
His compassions never fail. They 
are new every morning; great is Your 
faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23 NIV)

■ Sing! Turn these lyrics into prayer: 
Pardon for sin 
And a peace that endureth
Thine own dear presence 
To cheer and to guide
Strength for today 
And bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine  
With ten thousand beside
Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness
All I have needed 
Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness  
Lord unto me 

■ Go viral! Post your story on 
Facebook. 

■ Bless! Know someone who’s 
wrestling with guilt. Get in touch with 
this person. Tell your story. Minister to 
him or her. Glorify the Great Forgiver.   



SEEK THE KINGDOM

Forgiveness is the Kingdom norm. 
To forgive is to set the prisoner 
free and discover that the prisoner 
was you (LEWIS SMEDES). Today, do 
the Kingdom thing, do the God 
thing. Do yourself a favour: 

■ Make a list of people you need 
to forgive. Think about family 
and home. Often it’s the people 
closest to us that hurt us the 
most. The transformation of family 
and home is only possible when 
we forgive. Today, clear out the 
backlog of pent-up anger and 
bitterness. Release a prayer of 
forgiveness for each offender by 
name. Be specific in each case. 
Then pronounce blessings on 
them one by one in Jesus’ name. 
Jot down whatever you were 
moved to pray. You will know that 
forgiveness has begun when you 
recall those who hurt you and feel 
the power to wish them well. (LEWIS 

SMEDES)  

■ Write a personal note to each 
one. Include the specific prayer 
you've prayed and journalled here.

■ Jesus says that betrayals and 
relational conflicts will increase 
in these Last Days. Ask God 
to use you to bring the power 
of forgiveness into your circle 
of friendship for the healing of 
Singapore, person by person, 
family by family, community by 
community.

Warning: unforgiveness is hazardous to your salvation!

Peter was asking Jesus how often he must forgive his 
brother. Perhaps he and James had been quarreling. Jesus 
said, not seven times, but seventy-seven times (Matthew 18:21-22). 
And then He told this parable.

A slave is forgiven a king-sized debt. But he refuses to forgive 
his fellow slave a pint-sized debt. He would not share with 
his brother a tiny fraction of the fortune of forgiveness he 
had received. The word refused in verse 30 means that he 
simply did not want to. The choice was his. Grace, it seems, 
had fallen on stone.

So the reckoning resumes. The king withdraws his pardon 
and sentences the slave to life in prison under torture. Not 
that the torture can make him pay. Rather, it applies pressure 
on his friends and relatives to come up with the cash. That 
too is impossible, given the staggering sum. 

So what’s the bottom line? Forgiveness can be revoked! 
Verse 35: So My heavenly Father will also do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 
heart. Forgiveness is the norm of the Kingdom. Violate 
that norm and you’re once again saddled with the debt you 
cannot pay. God is not indifferent to injustice. He will balance 
the books.

God’s mercy is infinite. His love is unconditional. But this 
parable sounds a severe warning. Forgiveness is free but 
not freehold. We cannot keep it unless we share it freely and 
continually with everyone. Stop giving and we stop receiving. 
Close the tap and the water can’t flow. By our own choice and 
act, we block the channel of love and suffer torment instead. 
To receive without giving is self-destructive. (DAN VIA)   

The forgiveness we have so freely received should move 
us to forgive others just as freely. Like the sinful woman at 
Jesus’ feet, forgiven much, we love much (Luke 7:47). Disciples 
of Jesus forgive unconditionally and indefinitely. Do you?

forgiveness forfeited
27

Matthew 18
21 Then Peter went up 
to him and said, ‘Lord, 
how often must I forgive 
my brother if he wrongs 
me? As often as seven 
times?’ 22 Jesus answered, 
‘Not seven, I tell you, but 
seventy-seven times. NEW 
JERUSALEM BIBLE

28But that same slave, as 
he went out, came upon 
one of his fellow slaves 
who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him 
by the throat, he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 

Then his fellow slave fell 
down and pleaded with 
him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 
30 But he refused; then 
he went and threw him 
into prison until he would 
pay the debt. 31 When his 
fellow slaves saw what 
had happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to 
their lord all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his lord 
summoned him and said 
to him, ‘You wicked slave! 
I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with 
me. 33 Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’ 34 And in anger his 
lord handed him over to 
be tortured until he would 
pay his entire debt. 35 So 
my heavenly Father will 
also do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from 
your heart.”

JULY



SEEK THE KINGDOM

■ The context of this parable is a family quarrel over an inheritance. Sound 
familiar? Examine yourself. Have you been stumbled by wealth? Repent. 
Renounce this foolish, worldly romance with things that have no eternal value.

■ Being wealthy is not a sin. The ability to create wealth comes from God 
(Deuteronomy 8:18). Singapore is an economic miracle, a story repeatedly told around 
the world. On behalf of Singapore, acknowledge God!

■ Are you rich toward God? Is Singapore rich toward God? The indicator is not 
how much we give, but how much we keep for ourselves. Did you know that 
1% of the world’s people control 40% of the world’s wealth? Today, repent and 
renounce this runaway greed that has kept the poor poorer than ever. Tear 
out this irrational, excessive, compulsive, demonic obsession that drives us to 
acquire and hoard more than we need. The hour of reckoning is at hand. Pray 
that the fear of the Lord will grip every heart and every boardroom. Give freely 
and become more wealthy; be stingy and lose everything. (Proverbs 11:24 NLT) 

■ It’s scary. Judging by the way society is going, Singapore is not far from 
becoming a nation of rich fools. Pray! Cry out for intentional discipling in the 
Word to reverse the tide: Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud 
and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in 
God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. Tell them to use their 
money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to those 
in need, always being ready to share with others. By doing this they will be 
storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may 
experience true life. (1 Timothy 6:17-19 NLT)

■ Imagine a new way of doing business. Pray for a new Singapore, a new 
stock exchange, a nation rich toward God, a people who honours God with 
our wealth (Proverbs 3:9). That from generation to generation, we will responsibly 
stockpile treasure in heaven by investing in God’s work here on earth. Prophesy 
a strategic redistribution of wealth for world mission. Call forth a philanthropy 
movement to benefit the poorest of the poor: the lost, the last, and the least.  

■ Pause and reflect: True godliness with contentment is itself great wealth (1 

Timothy 6:6 NLT). The mark of a real Christian is radical generosity. Our generosity 
should imitate Christ’s. Unless it is sacrificial, then our giving is superficial. (TIM 

KELLER)

He planned his retirement well.

But not wisely. He was prudent, progressive, and 
entrepreneurial. But he made one fatal mistake. He left 
God and the poor out of his calculations. And that’s what 
makes him a fool, along with everyone else who follows in 
his footsteps.

Beware the idol of greed. A legal dispute over a family 
inheritance prompted Jesus to tell this parable. The litigant 
expected Jesus, as a Rabbi, to make a judgment. Jesus 
dismissed the case with a warning against greed. To put it 
in modern terms, life is not defined by salary, investments, 
position, title, or CPF. The abundant life comes from living 
the values of the Kingdom, especially in giving generously 
and cheerfully to the poor. We are not diminished by what we 
give, but by what we hoard.

Beware the idol of self. ‘I’ and ‘my’ pass through the rich 
man’s lips 11 times in his short speech to himself. He asks 
himself the right question: What shall I do, for I have no place 
to store my crops? He gives himself the wrong answer. Had 
he listened to his Bible, instead of himself, he would have 
found room for his surplus in the cupboards of the poor.

Beware the idol of complacency. How will you spend your 
golden years and your golden nest egg? Relax, eat, drink, 
and be merry? Do you know how many people fall sick and 
die in their first year of retirement? Life without purpose 
unravels suddenly. Why not plan a second career? Study 
theology. Stretch and grow. Serve and give. Volunteer. 
Become a missionary!

The point of this parable is not that death is near and sudden, 
but that God is near and sovereign. Life is a loan from God. 
Will it matter that we lived? Will it make a difference to the 
poor? God will speak the final word. It could be, Well done. 
Or it could be, You fool! The unexamined life is not worth 
living (SOCRATES). Examine yourself while there is still time.

unexamined life
28

Luke 12
13 Someone in the crowd 
said to him, “Teacher, tell 
my brother to divide the 
family inheritance with 
me.” 14 But he said to 
him, “Friend, who set me 
to be a judge or arbitrator 
over you?” 15 And he said 
to them, “Take care! Be 
on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; for one’s 
life does not consist 
in the abundance of 
possessions.” 16 Then 
he told them a parable: 
“The land of a rich man 
produced abundantly. 
17 And he thought to 
himself, ‘What should I 
do, for I have no place 
to store my crops?’ 18 
Then he said, ‘I will do 
this: I will pull down my 
barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my 
goods. 19 And I will say to 
my soul, Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ 20 But 
God said to him, ‘You 
fool! This very night your 
life is being demanded of 
you. And the things you 
have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ 21 So it is 
with those who store up 
treasures for themselves 
but are not rich toward 
God.”
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There are two men and a wall.

One is rich. The other is poor. One is clothed like a king. The 
other is covered with sores. One parties daily. The other is 
laid down at his gate. Stray dogs feast on his ulcers while he 
slowly starves. Both men die. We can imagine a posh funeral 
for the rich man. Nothing is said of the poor man’s burial. The 
dogs probably finished their meal. 

Lazarus means God helps. So why doesn’t God help 
Lazarus? He does. He places him in our path. We see him 
often. In printed media appealing for aid, on pedestrian 
bridges, in bus interchanges. We look away. How can I know 
that he is really poor? What if he’s pretending? What if he’s 
not? Do you know his name?

The rich man went to hell, not because he was rich, but 
because he was indifferent. The walls and gates surrounding 
his freehold property kept the have-nots at a comfortable 
distance. He could have crossed over to Lazarus during his 
life. But now, in the afterlife, the gap between rich and poor 
has widened into a great chasm that none can cross. And to 
his horror, he’s on the wrong side. (verse 26)

Now it’s his turn to beg. He stakes a claim on race:  Father 
Abraham.... No deal! He asks for a miracle on earth to warn 
his five living brothers. Sorry, that won’t help. They have the 
Law and the Prophets. That is enough. 

The rich man is lost. The five brothers still have a chance. 
That’s the Good News in this parable. That means us. We 
don’t have to follow the rich man into hell. Hear the Law and 
the Prophets (verse 29). Listen to Jesus. God holds everyone 
with means responsible for those without. We don’t need a 
miracle to convince us of this. We only need to walk through 
the gate and meet Lazarus—before it’s too late. 

God help us. 

walls and gates
29

Luke 16
19 “There was a rich man 
who was dressed in 
purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously 
every day. 20 And at his 
gate lay (was laid) a poor 
man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, 21 
who longed to satisfy 
his hunger with what 
fell from the rich man’s 
table; even the dogs 
would come and lick his 
sores. 22 The poor man 
died and was carried 
away by the angels to 
be with Abraham. The 
rich man also died and 
was buried. 23 In Hades, 
where he was being 
tormented, he looked 
up and saw Abraham 
far away with Lazarus 
by his side. 24 He called 
out, ‘Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus to dip the 
tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue; for 
I am in agony in these 
flames.’ 25 But Abraham 
said, ‘Child, remember 
that during your lifetime 
you received your good 
things, and Lazarus in 
like manner evil things; 
but now he is comforted 
here, and you are in 
agony. 26 Besides all 
this, between you and 
us a great chasm has 
been f ixed,  so that 
those who might want 
to pass from here to 
you cannot do so, and 
no one can cross from 
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there to us.’ 27 He said, 
‘Then, father, I beg you to 
send him to my father’s 
house—28 for I have five 
brothers—that he may 
warn them, so that they 
will not also come into 
this place of torment.’ 29 
Abraham replied, ‘They 
have Moses and the 
prophets; they should 
listen to them.’ 30 He said, 
‘No, father Abraham; 
but if someone goes 
to them from the dead, 
they will repent.’ 31 He 
said to him, ‘If they do 
not listen to Moses and 
the prophets, neither will 
they be convinced even 
if someone rises from 
the dead.’”

SEEK THE KINGDOM

Did you know that by 2017, Singapore will have the highest 
concentration of millionaires in the world? Two out of every 
five households are set to boast net wealth in excess of 
USD1 million by then. (BARCLAYS WEALTH INSIGHT 2008)  

■ But what about Lazarus? The underclass, the disadvan-
taged and marginalised, the ones we think are worthless 
and useless, the ones we write off as a social liability, an 
economic burden. Will we see a widening or a narrowing 
of the gap between the rich and the poor? 

■ Are we a Church without walls? Are we waiting for our MPs 
to do something for the Lazarus in our path—the starving 
elderly poor, the sickly foreign worker, the family struggling 
to make ends meet—all within our housing estates? God 
holds us accountable. Let us repent for our indifference. 
Before this week ends, do something practical to meet 
their needs. Do it with heart. Make it a habit.

■ And what about the five brothers in the parable who still 
have a chance? Time is running out. Evangelism is never 
more urgent than now. Here’s an alarming fact: Globally, 
more than 80% of all pre-believers do not personally know 
a Christian. We talk of the Second Coming; half the world 
has never heard of the first one. (OSWALD SMITH) 
We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the 
One who sent us. The night is coming, and then no one 
can work. (John 9:4 NLT)  
Pray that Christians will reach out to family and friends, 
neighbours and colleagues, visitors and strangers with 
a greater sense of urgency—by all available means and 
at the earliest possible time, that every person will have 
the opportunity to hear, understand, and to receive the 
Good News (LAUSANNE COVENANT). Ask God to unleash upon 
us a fresh, creative wave of personal evangelism, prayer 
evangelism, power evangelism. 



of this age are more 
shrewd in dealing with 
their own generation 
than are the children 
of l ight. 9 “And I tell 
you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of 
dishonest wealth so that 
when it is gone, they 
may welcome you into 
the eternal homes. 10 
Whoever is faithful in a 
very little is faithful also 
in much; and whoever 
is dishonest in a very 
little is dishonest also in 
much. 11 If then you have 
not been faithful with the 
dishonest wealth, who 
will entrust to you the 
true riches? 12 And if you 
have not been faithful 
with what belongs to 
another, who will give 
you what is your own? 
13 No slave can serve 
two masters; for a slave 
will either hate the one 
and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and 
wealth.”

SEEK THE KINGDOM

■ Are you streetwise in the ways of the world, but ignorant 
of spiritual realities? Eager to hit your Key Performance 
Indicators at work but wishy-washy about Kingdom 
Performance Indicators? Sensitive to stock market 
movements but blur about the move of the Spirit? Always 
on time for business but forever late for church? Diligent at 
churning out business reports but lazy at prayer and reading 
the Word? Be warned. The day of reckoning is near. Re-
orient your life to God, get your priorities straight, before it 
is too late! 

■ Ed Silvoso says: change the marketplace and you change 
the world. A key to transformation is the quality of prudence. 
A prudent person is wise in handling practical matters and 
is careful in providing for the future. Ask the Lord to mature 
you in prudence. 

■ Make a commitment today: I will faithfully use all the 
resources at my disposal—spiritual gifts, natural talents, 
material assets, influence, position, name, connections—to 
serve God’s larger Kingdom agenda.

■ Arise, shine! Ask the Lord to help the Singapore Church 
maximise her God-given favour and influence to prepare 
the way of the Lord in the nations. Pray that we will 
distinguish ourselves as Kingdom insiders, bridge-builders, 
and solution-givers: wise, pro-active, far-sighted, practical, 
resourceful, creative, and decisive. In a word, Kingdom-
savvy.

■ John Dawson says: God organises and builds His 
Kingdom through gifts of friendship. Think about the people 
God has put in your life. They are not just associates. God 
is up to something! Talk to God about each one as their 
name or face comes to mind. Listen and jot down what He 
reveals. Take God seriously. Faithfully act on whatever He 
tells you.  

The bad guy wins!

This is the most puzzling parable in the book. A clever 
manager cheats his boss to feather his nest and then gets 
commended for it—by the boss! On top of that, Jesus uses 
the rascal as an example of Kingdom behaviour. How 
edifying!

Crisis comes suddenly: Produce the spreadsheets. You’re 
fired! The manager considers his options. He’s too weak 
to dig, too proud to beg. What to do? He comes up with a 
quick fix. He tampers with the invoices, not just to cover his 
fraud, but also to win favour from his master’s debtors. A bill 
for 3,000 litres of oil is cut in half. A debt of 35,000 litres of 
wheat is slashed by 20%. And so on. When this guy loses his 
job, he’ll have a bunch of bigwigs owing him huge favours. 
The employer praises him, not for his dishonesty, but for his 
shrewdness: What a slippery snake! He turns a misfortune 
into a fortune—at my expense!

Learn from his example, says Jesus. Not his dishonesty, 
but his prudence. When disaster strikes, he acts promptly. 
He mitigates total ruin. He milks the system to his maximum 
advantage.

So here’s the point: If only you Christians were as streetwise 
in the spiritual realm as this son of the world is in worldly 
affairs! He manages an estate; you are stewards of the 
Kingdom. His boss calls him to account; God calls you to 
account. Evasion is impossible. Drifting is disaster. Don’t let 
things slide. Be decisive.

The Reign of God is more than a rescue. It’s a reckoning. It’s 
a menace to the unprepared. In reality, you face a greater 
peril than this shrewd manager. Time is short. Disaster is 
near. Think fast. Act wisely. What are you doing with God’s 
gifts of life, time, talents, and wealth? Are you faithful in little 
and faithful in much? Are you serving God or mammon?

insider trading
30

Luke 16
1 Then Jesus said to 
the disciples, “There 
was a rich man who 
had a manager, and 
charges were brought 
to him that this man was 
squandering his property. 
2 So he summoned him 
and said to him, ‘What is 
this that I hear about you? 
Give me an accounting 
of your management, 
because you cannot be 
my manager any longer.’ 
3 Then the manager said 
to himself, ‘What will I do, 
now that my master is 
taking the position away 
from me? I am not strong 
enough to dig, and I 
am ashamed to beg. 4 
I have decided what to 
do so that, when I am 
dismissed as manager, 
people may welcome 
me into their homes.’ 
5 So, summoning his 
master’s debtors one 
by one, he asked the 
first, ‘How much do you 
owe my master?’ 6 He 
answered, ‘A hundred 
jugs of olive oil.’ He said 
to him, ‘Take your bill, sit 
down quickly, and make 
it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked 
another, ‘And how much 
do you owe?’ He replied, 
‘A hundred containers 
of wheat.’ He said to 
him, ‘Take your bill and 
make it eighty.’ 8 And 
his master commended 
the dishonest manager 
because he had acted 
shrewdly; for the children 
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You are invited to the Royal Wedding. (Matthew 22:2)

Arguably, this is Jesus’ favourite image of the Kingdom. It 
comes from Isaiah 25:6: On this mountain the LORD of hosts 
will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
aged wines.

It should not surprise us, then, that one of Jesus’ favourite 
pastimes was eating and drinking. And these were not 
ordinary meals. Obscured in most Bible translations, many 
of these were actually banquets. Happy guests sprawling 
around tables on couches, feasting like royals. No wonder 
they called Jesus a glutton and a wino! (Luke 7:34)

Why does Jesus behave like this? His critics also want to 
know. He answers with a question: The wedding guests 
cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, can they? (Mark 

2:19). For Jesus, feasting is a prophetic act. Like the Lord’s 
Supper, it points to the great Marriage Feast of the Lamb 
that marks the end of this age and the beginning of the age 
to come. (Revelation 19:6-9)

In this parable, the Kingdom is not so much a call to serve, 
but a call to celebrate. It’s an invitation to feast and fellowship 
with God in the shalom and security of His citadel! We were 
made for this. This is the heart of the Kingdom. For example, 
all three parables in Luke 15 end with a celebration over lost 
things found: a sheep, a coin, a son. We had to celebrate, 
says the father (Luke 15:32). And so do we. The Kingdom of God 
is a party.

What does this mean for the community of the Kingdom, 
the Church? For many people, church life is more like a 
funeral than a wedding; more about obligation and duty than 
peace and joy. Thou shalt and thou shalt not. To be sure, the 
Kingdom demands lifelong repentance and obedience (Matthew 

3:2; 4:17). But as Helmut Thielicke reminds us, repentance and 
the cross will come soon enough. But joy never comes too 
soon. 

Matthew 22
1Once more Jesus spoke 
to them in parables, 
saying: 2 “The kingdom 
o f  heaven  may  be 
compared to a king who 
gave a wedding banquet 
for his son. 3 He sent his 
slaves to call those who 
had been invited to the 
wedding banquet....”

Luke 14
16 Jesus said, “Someone 
gave a great dinner 
and invited many. 17 At 
the time for the dinner 
he sent his slave to 
say to those who had 
been invited, ‘Come; 
for everything is ready 
now.’”

the royal wedding
SEEK THE KINGDOM

■ Are you enjoying fellowship with 
God in the shalom and shelter of His 
citadel? Do you radiate the peace and 
joy of the Lord? Do people love to 
hang out with you? When you show 
up, do they lighten up or tighten up? 
Are you the holier-than-thou type that 
pushes people away? Talk it over with 
God. Journal your responses on this 
page. Ask God to deliver you from the 
drudgery of ritual without revelation, 
religion without reality. Be childlike 
again. Experience Jesus in a fresh, 
new way. Recover the peace and joy 
of living for Him.
■ What is the community’s perception 
of your church? More like a wedding 
or a funeral? Pray: God, make us a 
channel of Your peace and joy in a 
city of angst and anger, a city of do’s 
and don’ts, a city bored with herself, a 
city searching for true happiness.  

■ The Kingdom of God is a party. 
What are some innovative, 
transformational ways to celebrate 
Jesus in our city? Listen to God. As 
He downloads ideas, jot them down. 
Pray. Share with others.

■ Today, fill the air with singing:
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee 
God of glory, Lord of love 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee 
Opening to the sun above 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness 
Drive the dark of doubt away 
Giver of immortal gladness 
Fill us with the light of day! 



SEEK THE KINGDOM

God’s invitation comes to us in many ways and many forms. For example, 
in this critical phase of national transformation, God is calling all believers 
to come home to prayer—not just during this 40 Day season, but all year 
round. Times are tense. Stand in the gap for our political, economic, 
demographic, and moral future. Call to Me and I will answer you. I’ll tell 
you marvelous and wondrous things that you could never figure out on 
your own. (Jeremiah 33:3 THE MESSAGE)

■ Has God’s invitation fallen on deaf ears? Have we taken this incredible 
privilege and responsibility lightly? Are we making excuses? What are 
your excuses? List them below: 

Please send my regrets.

The shocking thing about this parable is that those who were 
invited to the Royal Wedding made light of it and refused.

Step back in time and imagine this. Queen Elizabeth invites 
you to the Royal Wedding of William and Catherine. You pull 
out your iPad and yawn: Let me check my schedule. Or, Give 
me a few days to pray about it. 

If it were a summons to service, a call to arms, a fund-raising 
appeal, or some door to door campaign, then perhaps your 
refusal would make a lick of sense. But that is not the case. 
You are invited to a party at Buckingham Palace! And you 
send your regrets? Your head deserves to roll. (Matthew 22:7)

Now, even more shocking are the reasons for the refusal. 
You’ve purchased a flat and you want to go see it. You’ve just 
bought a new BMW and you want to give it a test drive. You 
just had your own wedding, and so you can’t come. These 
are not hideous crimes. But such things can wait. You are 
putting earthly things before the incredible invitation to the 
Royal Wedding of God’s Son.

In this way millions are counting themselves out of eternal 
life, not for a fling in the red light district, not for a spin at the 
roulette wheel, but for harmless, everyday concerns that are 
given greater importance than the call to discipleship.

If you are not interested, others will be. God is not prejudiced. 
He extends the invitation to the poor, the crippled, the blind, 
and the lame. And still there is room (Luke 14:22). Just as nature 
abhors a vacuum, God cannot bear empty seats in His 
festive hall. Go into the main streets and invite everyone you 
find (Matthew 22:9). Everyone!—the good, the bad, the unworthy 
(Matthew 22:10). Compel them to come, so that My house may be 
filled (Luke 14:23). 

send my regrets
01

Luke 14
16 “Someone gave a 
great dinner and invited 
many. 17 At the time for 
the dinner he sent his 
slave to say to those who 
had been invited, ‘Come; 
for everything is ready 
now.’18 But they all alike 
began to make excuses. 
The first said to him, ‘I 
have bought a piece of 
land, and I must go out 
and see it; please accept 
my regrets.’ 19 Another 
said, ‘I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and 
I am going to try them 
out; please accept my 
regrets.’ 20 Another said, 
‘I have just been married, 
and therefore I cannot 
come.’ 21 So the slave 
returned and reported 
this to his master. Then 
the owner of the house 
became angry and said 
to his slave, ‘Go out at 
once into the streets 
and lanes of the town 
and bring in the poor, 
the crippled, the blind, 
and the lame.’ 22 And the 
slave said, ‘Sir, what you 
ordered has been done, 
and there is still room.’ 
23 Then the master said 
to the slave, ‘Go out into 
the roads and lanes, and 
compel people to come 
in, so that my house 
may be filled. 24 For I tell 
you, none of those who 
were invited will taste my 
dinner.’”

AUGUST

■ Do you see how lame and petty such excuses are before the Lord? 
Change your heart, change your ways. Pray: Lord, I am ashamed of my 
excuses. Forgive me. I will not ignore You anymore. I want to show up every 
time You call. Make me a firebrand of prayer to catalyse transformation in 
Singapore. Move me to pray beyond the norm and to inspire others to do 
likewise!

■ When the pastor invites you to serve, do you forestall commitment with 
pious excuses? For example, Let me pray about it? Confess: Lord, forgive 
me for my hypocrisy cloaked in religious rhetoric. Forgive me for putting 
You off, for not wanting to give the prime of my life to serve You. I now 
recognise that in so doing, I am jeopardising my own life, I am excluding 
myself from the joy of Your Kingdom. 

■ Extraordinary times demand extraordinary actions. The hour is late, but 
not too late. There is still room! For you, your family, your neighbours, and 
even your enemies. Go, compel them to come in!



Just as I am, I come. (CHARLOTTE ELIOT) 

God said: Invite everyone! And so they came, the good, 
the bad, and the ugly. Skid row bums, foreign workers, sex 
workers, men with holes in their shoes, some with no shoes, 
and one with no feet to wear them on. Some had braided hair, 
others matted hair; one had long yellow fingernails curled up 
like caterpillars. We come as we are. That’s the Good News. 
But, as the parable shows, we don’t remain as we are.

On making his appearance, the king noticed a guest 
improperly dressed and had him thrown out of the hall 
straight into hell (Matthew 22:13). The poor guy was hauled in off 
the street like everyone else. Whatever happened to Just as 
I am? Is this a reversal of the Good News that all are invited 
and included on equal terms? What are we to make of this?

In the first place, when you’re invited to the Royal Wedding, 
you’re not expected to hire a famous designer to whip you 
up a new and fanciful outfit. But you are expected to dress 
for the occasion. To saunter in with your wrinkled shirt, torn 
jeans, and worn out flip flops is an insult to your host.

Secondly, when God invites us to His Son’s Wedding, He 
provides us with the proper attire: a garment of salvation, 
a robe of righteousness, fine linen, bright and pure, without 
spot or wrinkle (Isaiah 61:10; Revelation 19:7-8; Ephesians 5:27). Our part is 
to strip off the old and put on the new (Colossians 3:9-10). And this 
requires effort.

Just as I am? Absolutely! But to remain as I am—to sit there 
feasting on hors d’oeuvres and champagne, all the while 
refusing to allow the Gospel to transform my life—that is to 
receive the grace of God in vain. That is cheap grace (DIETRICH 

BONHOEFFER). The grace of God that saves us also trains us 
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age 
(Titus 2:11-12 NIV). Salvation is not a ticket to heaven. It’s a call to 
transformation. Change your clothes.

.

the guest undressed
02

Matthew 22
9 “Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to 
the wedding banquet.’ 
10 Those slaves went 
out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they 
found, both good and 
bad; so the wedding hall 
was filled with guests. 11 
But when the king came 
in to see the guests, 
he noticed a man there 
who was not wearing 
a wedding robe, 12 and 
he said to him, ‘Friend, 
how did you get in here 
without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speechless. 
13 Then the king said to 
the attendants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there 
wil l be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 
For many are called, but 
few are chosen.”

AUGUST
SEEK THE KINGDOM

You came as you were, just like all the rest of us. But have you remained as you 
were? Are you still the same old you? Still wearing those same old dirty clothes 
you came in? Renounce the deception of cheap grace, which justifies sin in the 
name of justification by faith. God justifies sinners, not sin. (DIETRICH BONHOEFFER)

■ Reflect on Paul’s teaching in Colossians 3:5-17. Using this passage, take a 
long hard look at yourself in the mirror of God’s Word. What do you see? Do 
this simple exercise in self examination. Consider each item in the list below. In 
the left column, highlight any vices that still cling to you like old, soiled clothing. 
Ask God, not just for forgiveness, but for total freedom from all such things. 
Ruthlessly strip them off. Wrestle in prayer until you break free.

Old Clothes to Strip Off (Colossians 3:5-11) 
❏ Immorality
❏ Impurity
❏ Lust / evil desire
❏ Greed (which is idolatry)
❏ Anger
❏ Hot temper
❏ Meanness
❏ Slander / profane talk
❏ Lying
❏ Social discrimination

New Clothes to Put On (Colossians 3:12-17) 
❏ Compassion
❏ Kindness
❏ Humility
❏ Meekness
❏ Patience
❏ Forbearance
❏ Forgiveness
❏ Love
❏ Peace
❏ Gratitude

■ Now reflect on the right column. Thank God for any of these virtues that you 
see working in your daily life. Acknowledge His grace. Highlight any of these 
qualities that are lacking in your life. Ask God to help you intentionally put these 
on like new clothes. 
Submit yourself to God’s deep transformation work from the inside out. Don’t 
mysticize these metaphors. To put off the vices means to stop doing such 
things from now on. To put on the virtues means to put them into practice in 
your daily life, starting this minute. Don’t be like the guest improperly dressed. 
Don’t be caught with your pants down: See, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is 
the one who stays awake and is clothed, not going about naked and exposed 
to shame. (Revelation 16:15) 



Jesus never spoiled a party.

He was accused of many things, but not of that. On one 
occasion, He actually saved a party by topping up the wine that 
had run out. Jesus is the life of the party. When He compares 
the Kingdom of God to a wedding feast, He knows what He’s 
talking about.

The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids is not just about the 
Second Coming of Christ. It’s also, and perhaps even more so, 
about how we come to the Kingdom. Some come wisely, with 
oil in their lamps. Others come foolishly, with no oil and no fire.

In the world of this story, it’s the groom, not the bride, who 
keeps everyone waiting. Why? Don’t ask. It doesn’t matter. 
He might be settling the bride price, or finalizing the marriage 
contract. Only one thing matters. He’s coming for sure, but you 
don’t know when, so you have to be ready at every moment.

All ten bridesmaids grew drowsy and slept. Sleeping is not the 
problem. We all need rest. God gives His loved ones sleep 
(Psalm 127:2). The question is, whether sleeping or waking, are 
you waiting for the midnight hour? Are you listening for the 
shout that will awaken all sleepers? The wise are ready, so 
they can sleep peacefully without nightmares. Can you?

In all of history, there are only two hours that really count: 
the present hour and the Final Hour. The wise maidens are 
transfixed by that Final Hour. They don’t know when it will 
come, but it transforms every moment of the present. They 
spend this hour in the light of that hour. They trim their lamps. 
They replenish their oil. They’re prepared. A shout rings out. 
It’s the last hour. They run out to meet the groom with lamps 
burning bright and hearts full of joy. They’re ready to party. Are 
you?

The parable demands two decisions. First, will you come to 
the wedding? Second, will you come with your heart half full 
and your lamp gone out? Or with your heart on fire and your 
dancing shoes on? RSVP.

midnight hour
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Matthew 25
1 “Then the kingdom of 
heaven will be like this. 
Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. 
2 Five of them were 
foolish, and five were 
wise. 3 When the foolish 
took their lamps, they 
took no oil with them; 4 
but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. 5 
As the bridegroom was 
delayed, all of them 
became drowsy and 
slept. 6 But at midnight 
there was a shout, 
‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out 
to meet him.’ 7 Then all 
those bridesmaids got 
up and trimmed their 
lamps. 8 The foolish said 
to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ 
9 But the wise replied, 
‘No! there will not be 
enough for you and for 
us; you had better go 
to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10 
And while they went to 
buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who 
were ready went with 
him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door 
was shut.

AUGUST
SEEK THE KINGDOM

Children, it is the last hour! (1 John 2:18). Have you sent your RSVP? This is the 
one party you don’t want to miss. All of history is moving toward that one 
great moment when God’s plan for all creation and humanity will come to 
its fulfillment.  

■ Wise up. Get ready. Do you long for His coming more than anything else? 
Every moment counts. Will you cultivate an attentiveness to His voice and 
His presence? Renew your covenant love for Jesus today and every day. 
Discern the times and order your life in the light of that Final Hour. 
My heart longs for You, my Saviour 
I would follow You, my Lord 
Your kindness and love are vast as the skies 
Your faithfulness never dies 
My God and my King, Your great Name I sing 
My offering of praise I bring 
Jesus, O Jesus, I give You my life 
Jesus, O Jesus, I give You my life. 
My soul contemplates Your glory
I worship in holy awe 
In quietness and in confident trust
I rest in all that You are
I’ll sing to the world Your glory and grace
Until I behold Your face  

■ The spiritual life needs constant replenishing. Trim your lamps. Top up your 
oil. In biblical imagery, lamps symbolise the Word of God; oil symbolises the 
Holy Spirit. Feed on God’s Word. Receive a fresh filling with the Spirit every 
day. As the clock ticks toward the midnight hour, pray for the wisdom and 
the will to live every moment in the light of His Coming. Those who are wise 
will shine as bright as the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness 
will shine like the stars forever. (Daniel 12:3 NLT)  

■ Memorise the Word: Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not 
only to me, but also to all who have longed for His appearing. (2 Timothy 4:8)
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after midnight

It’s too late.

Those who are ready go with the groom while the others 
scamper off to the 7-Eleven to buy oil. Sorry, no stock. By 
the time they finally get oil and light up their lamps, the party 
is in full swing, and the door is shut. 

How can they have been so foolish? They know the groom 
will come sooner or later. They know full well what is expected 
of them. But they don’t get ready. Why? Because they are 
foolish! Like many of us.

We come to church on Sundays, and that is good. But do we 
bring oil in our lamps? No. We have a high-powered worship 
team to turn us on. We expect the preacher to pump us up. 
After all, that’s what we pay him for, isn’t it? Foolish.

The wise say: Go buy your own oil. But we say: Give us 
some of yours (verses 8-9). We want the things of God at the 
expense of others. Let them sweat and bleed while we reap 
the rewards of their sacrifice. We aren’t willing to count the 
cost and invest our own blood, sweat, and tears in the hard 
work of prayer and discipleship. Foolish.

Jesus shows up at every service, every prayer meeting, and 
every party. But we often miss Him. Why? Because we don’t 
expect Him. We’ve been there and done that. We come with 
other expectations, other dreams, and other desires. Some 
come looking for a bride or a groom of their own. They check 
the time and yawn. Foolish.

You see, Satan doesn’t mind you being a Christian, as long 
as you don’t plan to burn. You can guild your lamp with gold, 
as long as you take no oil. Such is the folly of the foolish. 
They attend church, cells, prayer meetings, whatever. They 
even take mission trips. But they’re lukewarm and half-
hearted. They have faith without fire. They claim forgiveness 
without repentance; salvation without sanctification. They 
sing songs but never surrender. They hear and don’t do. 
Until it’s too late. Foolish.
 

Matthew 25 
7 “Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and 
trimmed their lamps. 8 
The foolish said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some 
of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ 
9 But the wise replied, 
‘No! there will not be 
enough for you and for 
us; you had better go 
to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10 
And while they went to 
buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who 
were ready went with 
him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door 
was shut. 11 Later the 
other bridesmaids came 
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12 But he 
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, 
I do not know you.’ 13 
Keep awake therefore, 
for you know neither the 
day nor the hour.”

SEEK THE KINGDOM

This parable is a grim warning to us all. If we are not fully and truly opening 
our hearts and lives to God’s Reign in this present hour, then there is 
a frightful chance that we will not be ready in that Final Hour when the 
Bridegroom comes to claim His Bride.

■ What is the spiritual pulse of the Singapore Church? How ready are we? 
On the external, we seem to be getting on pretty good. But things are not 
always as they appear. How does God see us? How do we fare on His 
report card? Wise or foolish? 

■ Is your church running over with oil or running on empty? Is there a 
pervasive mood of expectation and excitement about Jesus and what He 
longs to do in your midst? Or is it just run-of-the-mill year in and year out? 

■ Pastors and leaders, what is the spiritual state of your flock? Are they 
watching and waiting? Are they prepared? Are they warned? Are you reluctant 
to sound the alarm for fear of losing popularity, members, or money? Pray 
for courage to obey God’s Word, warning everyone and teaching everyone 
in all wisdom that we may present everyone mature in Christ. (Colossians 1:28) 

■ Husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, what is the spiritual shape of 
your family? Are you watching over your loved ones and your little ones? 
Where are their hearts? What is their spiritual orientation? Have you left that 
entirely to the church? Pray. Commit yourself to train your children to live 
today in the light of Tomorrow. 

■ What about you? Are you living every day in a panic mode—always 
unprepared, never thinking or planning ahead? Always late, always behind? 
A person who lives an out-of-control life is unlikely to understand the times 
and seasons of the Lord. Pray. Cry out to God for the wisdom of the five in 
this parable who are always ready.



SEEK THE KINGDOM

You may be forgiven for laughing at Harold Camping’s predictions of the 
Second Coming. But think soberly. Some of those naive Christians who 
believe him may be more ready than we are. After all, if you’re not ready 
by 21st October, what makes you think you will be ready when Jesus does 
come back? Be alert! False prophecies are among the signs of the End. For 
that reason alone, we should take them seriously. If Satan has anything to 
do with them, you can be sure they are designed to put us off guard and put 
us to sleep. Don’t let it happen to you.

■ Imagine that you are somehow convinced that Jesus will come back within 
the year, but you don’t know the day or the hour.

What are some things you are not doing but you would start doing now? 

What are some things you are doing that you would do more of?

What are some things you would do differently and how?

What are some things you would stop doing immediately?

What is keeping you from making these changes in your life now?

Every few years it happens.

Somebody claims to know the day and the hour of Jesus’ 
return. This sort of thing should not surprise us. Jesus said 
it would happen: They will say Look here! or Look there! But 
don’t you believe it (Matthew 24:23). No one knows the day or the 
hour. Not even Jesus Himself. (Matthew 24:36)  

What is most upsetting about these predictions is that there’s 
always a legion of gullible Christians ready to be taken in 
by them, despite Jesus’ advanced warning. Just recently, in 
fact—on 21st May 2011—the rapture was supposed to have 
happened. It’s easier to sympathize with Harold Camping, 
the preacher who predicted it, than with those who believed 
him. Some liquidated and disposed of their life savings. 
Others paid a clever entrepreneur handsome fees to care 
for their pets after the rapture. The date has been revised to 
21st October 2011. Sorry, no refund. 

On the other extreme, after so many fiascos and false alarms, 
the temptation is to grow skeptical and cynical. Haven’t we 
seen it all and heard it all before? Earthquakes and floods, 
wars and rumours of war. What’s all the fuss about? And 
so we let our guard down. And that is precisely what Satan 
wants; so that we’ll be complacent and be caught like birds 
in a trap. 

Deception runs amok in these Last Days. Biblical literacy 
has declined. Christians are willing to believe just about 
anything, swinging from one extreme to another, despite the 
clear teachings of Scripture (2 Timothy 4:3-4). The more we ‘learn’, 
the less we know of the truth. (2 Timothy 3:7)  

How then shall we respond? Return to Jesus your first Love. 
Return to the clear and solid teaching of the Gospel. Put it 
into practice every day. Proclaim it by your works and your 
words. Get ready and stay ready for Christ’s return. Watch 
and pray always. Jesus is not a thief. But He is coming like a 
thief—suddenly and unexpectedly. That’s for sure.

night watch
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Matthew 24
36 “But about that day 
and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 37 For as 
the days of Noah were, 
so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 38 For 
as in those days before 
the flood they were 
eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, 39 

and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so 
too will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 40 Then 
two will be in the field; 
one will be taken and 
one will be left. 41 Two 
women will be grinding 
meal together; one will 
be taken and one will 
be left. 42 Keep awake 
therefore, for you do 
not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. 43 
But understand this: if 
the owner of the house 
had known in what part 
of the night the thief 
was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and 
would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44 

Therefore you also must 
be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.” 

AUGUST

■ Ask God for sharpness and stamina in these Last Days. Watch and pray 
as if Jesus were coming today. Live and work as if He were not. Remember 
then what you received and heard; obey it, and repent. If you do not wake 
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to 
you. (Revelation 3:3)



trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of 
many things; enter 
into the joy of your 
master.’ 24 Then the 
one who had received 
the one talent also 
came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew that 
you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did 
not sow, and gathering 
where you did not 
scatter seed; 25 so I 
was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’ 26 

But his master replied, 
‘You wicked and lazy 
slave! You knew, did 
you, that I reap where 
I did not sow, and 
gather where I did not 
scatter? 27 Then you 
ought to have invested 
my money with the 
bankers, and on my 
return I would have 
received what was my 
own with interest. 28 

So take the talent from 
him, and give it to the 
one with the ten talents. 

29 For to all those who 
have, more will be 
given, and they will 
have an abundance; 
but from those who 
have nothing, even 
what they have will be 
taken away. 30 As for 
this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there 
will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’”

SEEK THE KINGDOM

The 11th Hour is ticking away. We have no time to twiddle and 
fiddle around with visions and revelations and speculative 
theologies that have nothing to do with practical, down-to-
earth, cross-bearing discipleship and self-denying service 
to God and neighbour (Colossians 2:16-23). We have work to 
do. Disciples of Jesus are stewards in His Kingdom. We 
hold the keys of the Kingdom. He gives every one of us 
responsibilities and gifts to do business with until He comes 
back. (Luke 19:13)  

■ Every disciple of Jesus should know what his or her talents 
are. What are yours? List them below. Thank God for each 
one. Then, beside each one, make a note of how you are 
using it.

Don’t play safe.

The English word talent comes from this parable. But it 
doesn’t mean natural talents here. It refers to large units of 
currency given to three servants to trade with. The first two 
doubled their investments. But the third servant played it safe 
and hid his master’s money in the ground. This was a severe 
breach of trust and he was severely punished for it. The 
other two were rewarded and promoted for their faithfulness 
and fruitfulness.

In other words, God gives everyone something to work with—
some operating capital. This includes our natural talents and 
so much more: health, wealth, education, vocation, family, 
church, community, spiritual gifts, and so on. We are to 
invest with these. Put them to work in the service of God, 
neighbour, community, and nation. To whom much is given, 
much is required. 

Some receive less than others. Like the third servant in the 
parable, you may have received a smaller portion than your 
peers. You are not a John Wesley or a John Sung. But God 
has entrusted you with something. Are you working with it? 
Or are you hiding it in the ground? Don’t act like the timid 
servant in this parable. Christians who play safe are not safe. 
They are defrauding God. There will a final audit.

God is not a ruthless loan shark. But in reality, He drives a 
harder bargain than the towkay in this parable. Nothing stakes 
a higher claim on our lives, time, and talents than Jesus and 
the Gospel. He expects nothing less than total commitment 
and engagement from all who enter His Kingdom. 

We dare not play the fool with our earthly bosses. Why is 
it then that we think we can be slothful and sluggish in the 
service of God and get away with it? We are stewards in His 
Kingdom. And it is required of stewards that they be found 
trustworthy (1 Corinthians 4:2). The Day of reckoning draws near. 
Live and serve today in light of that Day.

final audit
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Matthew 25
14 “For [the kingdom of 
heaven] is as if a man, 
going on a journey, 
summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to 
them; 15 to one he gave 
five talents, to another two, 
to another one, to each 
according to his ability. 
Then he went away. 16 The 
one who had received the 
five talents went off at once 
and traded with them, and 
made five more talents. 17 

In the same way, the one 
who had the two talents 
made two more talents. 
18 But the one who had 
received the one talent 
went off and dug a hole 
in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. 19 After 
a long time the master of 
those slaves came and 
settled accounts with them. 
20 Then the one who had 
received the five talents 
came forward, bringing 
five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over 
to me five talents; see, 
I have made five more 
talents.’ 21 His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you 
in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 22 And the one with 
the two talents also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, 
you handed over to me 
two talents; see, I have 
made two more talents.’ 
23 His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and 

AUGUST

■ Are any of the talents you listed under-used? Out of use? 
Hidden? Buried in the ground? Ask God to help you dig 
them out again and use them more effectively for His glory, 
whatever it takes. Set godly goals in His presence. Pray for 
courage not to hold back. Take risks. Invest boldly. Expect 
great things from God. Attempt great things for God. (WILLIAM 

CAREY) 



I was a stranger.

When God became human, He meant business. He poured 
Himself into the whole lot of helpless, hurting humanity (Philippians 

2:7). At birth, He clothed Himself in the likeness of sinful flesh. 
At age 30, He received a sinner’s baptism. And on the Cross, 
He voiced the agonizing cry of human alienation from God: 
My God, my God why have You forsaken Me?

We do not understand the mystery of human suffering. 
But this much we know: Christ fully enters into it with us. 
He comes to us incognito: as a beggar among beggars, 
as an outcast among the outcasts, despairing among the 
despairing, dying among the dying. (DIETRICH BONHOEFFER)  

He weeps with the bereaved. He sits on death row and 
counts the days. He bears the shame of the naked refugee. 
He holds the hands of those elderly in Singapore who die 
alone with no kin to claim the body. Human suffering is also 
divine suffering.

This is why in the Final Judgment, Christ can truly say: I was 
hungry, thirsty, homeless, naked, sick, and in prison. And to 
those individuals on His right He will say: You ministered to 
Me. And these will ask: When did we see You like this and 
minister to You? The answer is surprising: When you helped 
your neighbour in need, you were serving Me! 

Caring for the poor is not merely a religious obligation or a 
means to evangelism. It is a ministry to Jesus Himself. This 
was the motivation behind Mother Teresa’s compassionate 
service to the poor and the dying of Calcutta. We serve 
Jesus in the neighbour, see Him in the poor, nurse Him in 
the sick; we comfort Him in His afflicted brothers and sisters, 
she said. 

What sets God apart from other so-called gods is that He 
does not need sacrifice. He wants justice and righteousness. 
The primary way of serving God is through serving our 
neighbour in need with tangible expressions of love, justice, 
and righteousness. (ABRAHAM HESCHEL) 

incognito
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Matthew 25 
31 “When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, 
he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory. 32 All the 
nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will 
separate the people 
one from another as a 
shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats. 33 

He will put the sheep on 
his right and the goats 
on his left.  34 “Then the 
King will say to those on 
his right, ‘Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for 
you since the creation 
of the world. 35 For I was 
hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you invited 
me in, 36 I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.’ 37 
“Then the righteous will 
answer him, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to 
drink? 38 When did we see 
you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you? 39 When 
did we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘I tell 
you the truth, whatever 
you did for one of the least 
of these brothers of mine, 
you did for me.’ 

AUGUST
SEEK THE KINGDOM

Jesus is biased toward those bereft of hope and help. He feels at home with 
the least among us. He has spoken repeatedly. May each of us act justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with our God. (Micah 6:8)

■ Heard of the Vertical Kampung? 
This is an initiative launched by Emeritus SM Goh Chok Tong at the 21st World 
Volunteer Conference. The  idea is to inspire informal volunteering as a way of 
life where neighbours spontaneously help each other—to revive the kampung 
spirit of old in today’s high-rise apartment blocks, where the vast majority of 
Singaporeans now live. (THE STRAITS TIMES, 25 January 2011).

Thank the Lord for this high-touch, low-cost, personalised initiative. Pray that 
each local church will own this vision and run with it—so that no needy person 
will fall through the cracks, no one will be left behind, no one will be left out. 
Pray: Jesus, open my eyes to see that every Vertical Kampung is a megazone 
of humanity with all kinds of needs. You’ve positioned me where I am so that 
I will be Your face, Your heart, Your hands to needy people living in close 
proximity to me. Help me do my part in Christlikeness—so that my neighbours 
and I will be strangers no more. 

■ Read about Dying Alone? 
On the average, half a dozen elderly Singaporeans, mostly in their 70s and 
80s, die alone every month…at home, in nursing homes or in hospitals. Often 
relatives just ‘disappear’…In some instances, kin do step forward, but in most 
cases, police appeals are met with silence. (THE STRAITS TIMES, 30 May 2011) 
Will you do something to minister to Jesus? I was lonely, sick, abandoned, 
and dying, and you looked after Me.

■ Read about Sex, Lies and Trafficking? 
Every year, many young women and teenagers from the region are lured to 
Singapore with the promise of respectable jobs, only to be forced into the sex 
trade here. Others come willingly to sell their bodies, but have no idea that 
they will be locked up or forced to hand over all earnings to pimps. (THE STRAITS 

TIMES, 11 June 2011)

Will there be compassionate action on the part of the Church? Pray!



Want to know a secret?

Some have known it all along. Most prefer to ignore it. The 
Final Judgment is according to works. This may not be the 
secret you were expecting. Better hear it today than on the 
Last Day. Matthew 25:31-46 is a preview of Judgment Day. 
The only part of it that qualifies as a parable is verse 32: All 
the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats.  

The Greek pronoun translated people in verse 32 does not 
mean nations. It refers to individuals. Christ will judge each 
one of us according to how we have cared or not cared for 
the poor and needy we met along life’s way. He will sort out 
the entire human race, not according to ethnicity, nationality, 
religion, denomination, church membership, creed, or 
confession. There will only be two categories: those who 
served Him by serving the needy; and those who did not.

This agrees with the Prophet Amos, through whom God says: 
I am sick and tired of listening to your latest songs. I need food 
and water, shelter and clothing, care and companionship. I 
want justice! (Amos 5:23-24 and Matthew 25:35-36 paraphrase)

In other words, it is easy to ‘minister to Jesus’ in an air-
conditioned church with cushions and carpets under our feet 
and bums. We can intone the latest and greatest worship 
songs to hit the charts. But do we see Jesus, do we serve 
Him in the deprived and disfigured persons among us? Think 
about it. Our response to this question determines where we 
will stand on Judgment Day (on the right with the sheep, or 
on the left with the goats) and where we will spend eternity.

What about salvation by grace through faith? Absolutely! We 
are not saved by works but for works (Ephesians 2:8-10). The faith 
that saves us also transforms us into loving people who care 
for others. If it does not, then it’s not real faith. Get rid of it. 
Go back to the Cross. Start again.

the final say
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Matthew 25
31 “When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, 
he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory. 32 All the 
nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will 
separate the people 
one from another as a 
shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats. 33 
He will put the sheep on 
his right and the goats 
on his left.

41 “Then he will say to 
those on his left, ‘Depart 
from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. 42 

For I was hungry and 
you gave me nothing 
to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to 
drink, 43 I was a stranger 
and you did not invite me 
in, I needed clothes and 
you did not clothe me, I 
was sick and in prison 
and you did not look 
after me.’ 44 “They also 
will answer, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry 
or thirsty or a stranger 
or needing clothes or 
sick or in prison, and 
did not help you?’ 45 “He 
will reply, ‘I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did 
not do for one of the 
least of these, you did 
not do for me.’ 46 “Then 
they will go away to 
eternal punishment, but 
the righteous to eternal 
life.” 

AUGUST
SEEK THE KINGDOM

Eternity is no fantasy, not some surreal thing we can be casual about. Today’s 
word is a severe warning. It’s unpopular, the kind of stuff publishers reject and 
preachers neglect. That’s why we hear so little of it. But the lines are drawn. 
The Final Hour is upon us. Face the music today before it’s too late. 

■ None of us can solve global poverty on our own. But each of us can certainly 
welcome into our heart and home, the poor we meet along life’s way. Will you? 
Reflect on these words engraved on the base of the Statue of Liberty:
Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!

■ Online chatter is revealing. Sad to say, most Singaporeans are not willing 
to share our beautiful, God-blessed land with foreigners, especially the lowly 
migrant workers who are here to do dirty and dangerous jobs most of us shun! 
Are you one such Singaporean? Repent before it’s too late, or you might end 
up on the left with the goats! Will you lead your family and your friends to be 
other-conscious and action-oriented? Will future generations remember us 
as a beacon of light, a refuge for the poor and needy? You are the light of 
the world...let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will 
praise your heavenly Father. (Matthew 5:14 NLT)

■ Think about how different the world would be if Christians took God and the 
poor seriously:
Arts and Entertainment: Pray for godliness. May the songs, the storylines, and 
the scripts we craft fuel a passion for God and social justice. 
Business, Science and Technology: Pray for integrity. May the contracts we 
seal, the research we undertake, the innovations we pursue reflect God’s 
character and compassion, and serve the poor and needy. 
Communications and Media. Pray righteousness. May this influential platform 
be a clear and compelling voice for the poor. Speak up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves; ensure justice for those being crushed. Yes, speak up 
for the poor and helpless, and see that they get justice. (Proverbs 31:8-9 NLT)  
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 Mr Lee Hsien Loong 

Prime Minister

 Mr Teo Chee Hean 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister for Home Affairs,
Coordinating Minister for 
National Security

 Mr Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister for Finance,
Minister for Manpower

 Mr K. Shanmugam 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Minister for Law

 Mr Lim Hng Kiang 
Minister for Trade and 
Industry

 Dr Ng Eng Hen 
Minister for Defence

 Mr Khaw Boon Wan 
Minister for National 
Development

 Dr Yaacob Ibrahim 
Minister for Information, 
Communications and the 
Arts

  Dr Vivian Balakrishnan 
Minister for the Environment 
and Water Resources

 Mr Heng Swee Keat 
Minister for Education

 Mr Gan Kim Yong 
Minister for Health

 Mr Lui Tuck Yew 
Minister for Transport, 
Second Minister for Foreign 
Affairs

 Mr Lim Swee Say 
Minister, PMO

 Mr S. Iswaran  
Minister, PMO,
Second Minister for Home 
Affairs, Second Minister for 
Trade and Industry

 MG (NS) Chan Chun Sing 
Acting Minister for Community 
Development, Youth and 
Sports, Minister of  State 
for Minister for Information, 
Communications and the Arts

I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede 

on their behalf, and give thanks for them. Pray this way for kings and all 

who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked 

by godliness and dignity. This is good and pleases God our Saviour, who 

wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. For there is only 

one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man 

Christ Jesus. He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the 

message God gave to the world at just the right time. (NLT)

Governance in the 21st century has become a truly complicated enterprise. 
As Singapore becomes more and more inter-connected with the rest of the 
world, there will be a greater plurality of views and voices. The ups and 
downs of the economic cycle may become sharper and increase the divide 
between rich and poor. A better educated populace will also come to expect 
a great deal more from the government. It is time for the Church to take 
seriously its responsibility to pray for those in authority.

■ Repent for not praying enough, and for taking God, our nation, and public 
servants for granted. Ask God to help us give honour where honour is due. 
Receive the grace to pray. Ask God for the gift of words that flow from a 
heart of love. 

■ As citizens, we can disagree with an imperfect government without 
dishonouring and demeaning. Repent for any disrespectful remarks or 
petty complaints you have made in private or in public against any national 
leader.

■ Invite the Sovereign Lord to come preside over Singapore’s political 
system and succession so that her legacy of good governance and good 
international standing will go on from one generation to the next.

1 TIMOTHY 2:1-6

good and pleasing

■ Ask God to bless 
Prime Minister 
Lee, the Cabinet, 
and Members of 
Parliament with 
exceptional wisdom 
and courage 
balanced with 
compassion, to 
do the right things 
for Singaporeans 
and for the right 
reasons—not for 
selfish gains, ego, 
or votes.

■ Pray for unity in 
this critical time of 
national transition.

■ Pray for Christian 
Members of 
Parliament to make 
a powerful impact 
through their wise 
words and wise 
deeds. 
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